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Shipston Council Tax - Highest in the District

Stratford District Council have now published the new Council Taxes

for properties in Shipston  -on-Stour for the year commencing 1 st
April 2009.
These are as follows:
Property
Band Tax
A £1023.46
B £1194.04
C £1364.61
D £1535.20
E £1876.34
- F £2217.50
Grass cutting is only part of the G £2558.65
story H £3070.38
Taking a property in Band D as a guide, the Council Tax for
Shipston is now more expensive that

Alcester (£1519.61), Southam (£1500.55) and Studley (£1486.06)

and even the town of Stratford -upon -Avon itself, where the Council
Tax is £1466.74. Indeed, Shipston appears the most expensive
place to live in the District in terms of Council Tax
payable, even though for 2009/2010 the Town Council precept
remains unchanged from the previous year.

Commenting on the level of taxation, ClIr lan Cooper, Leader of
t he Town Counci l Finance Wor ki
explanation is that Shipston provides more services per Council Tax
property than other Parishes in the District. This is not uncommon
within the Market Towns, where services such as grass cutting,
additional street cleaning, publications and web sites all have to be
paid for at the town level rather than district. In addition to this,
Shipston's precept provides grants and supports to many of the
local community organisations.

All of these "Town Services" costs the average Band D council
tax property in Shipston £108 per year out of a total council tax bill
of £1,535. That this is slightly higher than other market towns is to
some extent an historical legacy of Shipston's perceived isolation.

By proposing no increase to the local element of the Council Tax
for next year whist still maintaining the level of services we are
actively looking to redress any discrepancies.

Contrast this with the District and County elements, where
services are being reduced and costs increased - the challenge for
Shipston is to ensure we get an equitable share of these services."

Meet the Sheep

ng

Appearing in Shipston during the
summer, a sheep modelled on a
Cotswold Lion & nine of its siblings,
will be located on buildings of
significant historic interest in and
around the town.

The Sheep Plaques are just one
part of the Better Welcome Award
solution t o i mprove
Visitor Experienceo.

r

Cleansing the Streets of
Shipston, Paris -style

Anyone who walks through the
streets of Paris cannot fail to be
impressed by their general
cleanliness.

It is a little known fact that
every night, the water of the
River Seine is pumped through
an elaborate system of water
mains so that it spills out along
the gutters of the avenues and
roads of this great city,
washing away the debris
accumulated in the day time.

: .

As part of the recent work
undertaken in the town is it
understood that a survey has
been taken to ascertain the
logistics of using the Stour to
the same effect.

Madame Auvril Sotte of the

Paris-b as e d Initiative
du Seine has been conducting
tests to see whether the Stour
provides sufficient pressure to
be able to run through a
network of underground pipes
or whether it may be necessary
to construct a pumping station,
possibly in the Mill Car Park, to
provide the head of pressure
needed to stimulate the
cleanliness of Shipston.
AVive | 6el |l egance
petite ville situe sur la rive
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From the Editor Council News In Brief

| have written on a number of At the monthly meeting of Shipston Town Council in February, the
occasions about the number of following issues were raised by Town Councillors.

opportunities that exist for Clir Mrs Jackie Warner reported that vandals had succeeded
residents and businesses to in overturning the planted tubs at the Ellen Badger and Library. The
become involved in projects Mayor suggested that the best course of action should be to inform
which are part of our town. the police of this or any other form of vandalism. Clir Mrs Warner

If there is one such project continued to bring to the attention of the council the on -going
where the involvement has problem with dog waste. The Town Clerk pointed out that under the
failed it must be the Better Fouling of Land by Dogs Order, Stratford District Council have the
Welcome Project, which power to prosecute pet owners who do not clear up the mess left by
involves developing attractions their dogs. ClIr lan Cooper suggested that the Town Council
which might both attract new should contact the Dog Warden at the District Council for advice
visitors and, in the process, and guidance as to what might be done.
ensure that they spend more. Cllr Simon Welch reported on his attendance at a meeting of

Attendance at the meetings representatives of towns and parishes in the County on the subject
has dwindled with the effect of Emergency Planning and noted that the Shipston Plan now
that at the final decision complies with the new pro  -forma issued by the County Council.
making meeting, the only The state of trees in various locations proved to be matters of
peopl e represent i ngoncerhferanumienodGouncillors.
interests were ClIr Alan Noyce, Clir Welch reported on the state of a tree located at the junction
Mike Ashley and myself & hardly of Ash Grove and Hawthorn Way, whilst Clir Mrs Angela Noyce
a broad spectrum of opinion. spoke of problems with both a number if Cedar and Conifer trees

The solutions on how to which need attention. ClIr Mrs Jane Pearce raised the subject of the
spend the £30,000 award have trees on the Plantation. The Mayor advised that the County Council
been distilled down to a have said that they would like to see the trees in leaf before making
ACentral Feat ur e 0any flother dedisiores.

Co-operative Supermarket, four After general discussion, it was agreed that a representative of
associated AWel co mé&vanBickghiresCounta €Council should be asked to attend a future
various locations in the town meeting to discuss the whole issue of the Plantation.

and ten APl aqueso | Gllc Pauk Rathken reported that there have been twelve
buildings of significant applications for the position of Town Clerk and that it is intended
historic interest. that the first interviews should take place in mid -March.

There will be residents and ClIr lan Cooper asked if there had been any further information
business owners who love about the fAOne Stop Shopd and closure of
them & and those who hate in Telegraph Street. Since there was no information he
them & but irrespective of this, suggested that a formal letter be sent to the District asking them to
it must be remembered that spell out their intentions.
everyone has had their Clirs Mrs Warner and Noyce both spoke on the tremendous
opportunity to be involved in interest that has been generated by the proposed Wool Fair, whilst
the decision process and very Clir Karl Peacock reported on progress being made in relation to
few people have stepped the Better Welcome Award
forward, which is a pity.

On a more positive note, it Mayoral Engagements
has been great to hear from The Mayor and Mayoress attended the following recent events
Angela Noyce that the ) ) )
proposed Wool Fair does seem 3rd March - Stour United Business Fair
to have excited public interest 6th March - Stratford Town Council Civic Dinner
and it is hope that this interest 7th March - Leamington Spa Town Council Civic Dinner
will be maintained so that come 13th March - Alcester Town Council Civic Dinner
the Late Spring Bank Holiday, 14th March - Warwickshire Association of Local Councils Seminar
there will be an occasion of 17th March - Better Welcome Award Meeting
which Shipston can be proud 18th March - Wool Fair Planning meeting
and which will attract people 19th March - Photo Shoot with Trevor Heeks

from far and wide.. o
The Mayor and Deputy May, members of the Town and District

Bob Tolley Councils continue to hold regular drop -in surgeries on the SECOND
Editor SATURDAY of each Month at Clark House.

SHIPSTON FORUM is published monthly by Shipston -on-Stour Town Council. It is distributed free -of-charge to all
houses and businesses in Shipston and is published on the internet at www.shipstononline.org

Prior to publication, content pertaining the Council is checked for accuracy by the Editorial
Panel. No responsibility can be taken for inaccuracies in material submitted for inclusion by readers and third parties.
Publisher: Shipston -on-Stour Town Council, Clark House, West Street, Shipston -on-Stour. CV36 4EL
Tel: 01608 662180
Editor: Bob Tolley, Tel: 0560 245 9343, E -mail: forum@shipstononline.org
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From the Town Mayor, Alan Noyce Flooding Problems are

not Forgotten

John Maples MP has kindly
provided an update on his
ongoing discussions with the
Environment Agency focussing
on developments relating to
flood prevention in Shipston.

The last month has been very busy as we have got down to tackling The new model for the
a number of issues. Stour at Shipston should be
ClIir Paul Rathkey, as head of the Staffing Working Group has completed by June, at which
worked very hard to analyse the applications for the post of Town stage there will be a clearer
Clerk and we have now completed the interviews and that by the indication of the flooding risk
time that the next issue of the Forum is published, we will have and options for containing it.
made the appointment. Discussions took place
We were pleased to welcome Trevor Heeks back to Shipston to regarding the Environment
help us launch the Wool Fair and the search for a new Town Crier. Agency pre -feasibility ~study,
Trevorodos bellowing tones certainly rajjfevhriods loftibns Oteing Nt er est
centre and he will be back in May to open the Wool Fair and to reviewed. The Agency felt that
judge the competition. other options would be too
I am obviously concerned that despite the fact that the Town extensive in scale, i.e. flood
Council did not increase its annual budget for next year, Shipston storage, or too expensive to be
still has the highest level of Council Tax in the District. As Clir lan viable. They indicated that,
Cooper points out, being one of the larger communities in the given the low cost  -benefit, they
District brings with it a number of responsibilities that smaller have currently settled on
parishes and towns do not have to deal with. All that can be said is maintenance work which
that whilst the Council have set a sensible budget for 2009/2010, includes de -silting and
this does not mean that the money has to be spent and | know that removing vegetation at pinch
the Council will be looking very hard at the costs that we have to points every five years.
incur for the management of the Town. Should the model present
We are very disappointed that the nQ@®&atad thénPthisSdpse @f for Ship
has not materialised and whilst we have written to the District action will be re  -examined.
Council to protest, the chances of them changing their mind are The Agency have also
pretty slim. hi ghlighted Severn Tren
The cutbacks by the District Council have made us even more which has included putting in
determined to get to the bottom of the Section 106 payments for new sewage capacity and this
the Village Estate in Tilemanods Lane ggamsd toWHRaveWiaildd tHeo everyt |
can to ensure that the remaining funds are used in the best possible problem of flooding.
way for Shipston. It is now a case of waiting
for the model to run before
Oh Yeah, Oh Yeah, Oh Yeah further decisions can be made

The mighty vocal sounds of to make flood defences viable.

former Shipston Town Cirier,
Trevor Heeks rang out again in
the High Street as he visited
his former home town.

Accompanied by the Town
Mayor, Cllr Alan Noyce, Trevor
posed for photographers from
the local press, before
launching his cry.

Shipston -i n Bl oo md s
2008 Success Still Not
Recognised

At the March meeting of the
Town Council, on behalf of
Shipston -in-Bloom, Mr Arthur

A We ar e her e odly wilhhe officially open the lvens questioned the COl.JnCI|

bell owed fito | audayc hut wil mlgo judge the on the progress of the design,
Shipston Wool Fair, to take entries for the new crier. manufacture and installation of
place on Monday 25th May, at A small number of entries sighage at the entrances t.o the .
which time a worthy successor have already been received for town, marking Shipst
to the historic post of Town the competition, but there is success in the 2008
Crier will be el ectsédldigme for anyone & male or competition.

As a former World, female & to apply. The Mayor was forced to
European and British Champion Applications  should be admit that this matter had
Crier, Trevor was the ideal submitted by 24th April to the been overlooked but assured
choice to launch the events. organiser of the Wool Fair, Cllr Mr Ivens that he would

He will return to Shipston Mrs Angela Noyce, at Clark persona_lly ensure that action is
for the Wool Fair where not House. taken without further delay
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Shipston d A Transition Town

David Passingham

The transition Town Movement
has spread very quickly over
the last 3 years from its origins
in Totnes to around 150 other
registered communities today.
These include small villages as
well as towns like Leamington
and cities like Nottingham.
The transition town
movement is based on two
separate but related threats to
our way of living. The first one
is that if we carry on using oil
as we are it will run out in 50 to
100 years.

The second is that if we
carry on using oil as we are it is
likely to cause climate change
with catastrophic
environmental damage. This
may sound a very gloomy
prognosi s but
ideao has a
strategy to cope with these
threats this being to harness
the creative capacities of
individuals and organisations
to find local sustainable
alternatives to oil which will
enable towns and communities
like Shipston to be more self
reliant.

The problem of oil depletion
has only recently come to
public consciousness. For every
1 barrel of oil that is being
discovered we are using up 5
barrels. Out of 67 oil producing
countries, oil production is
already going down in 60 of
t h e méBritain used to export
oil and now we are importing it.

What has also become
apparent is that our present
food production methods are
based largely on oil T not just
the tractors and transport but
also agro -chemicals that are
petroleum based.

This was one of the reasons
for the shortage of food last
year and the increase in price
at the same time as the
increase in oil prices.

The transition answer to
this is to develop local food and
fuel resources.

An important additional
benefit of this is that the local
economy will be strengthened.
One of the big ideas of
transition is that we need to
re-skill ourselves and the local
economy. In fact we have to
learn how the town used to
work before the introduction of
the car and oil. Then most of
the food would have been
produced within a few miles of
Shipston. Now we have the
additional benefit of modern
technology to make local
production much more efficient.

There will be many

implications of this for local
government and particularly
planning. e.g. how do we
encourage local business and
shops, allotments, orchards,
cycle routes, etc..

There are many other ways
of using modern technology to
reduce our reli
efficiency, better public

t het rigdnmsamasritt i enc é
v e r ylong pvas itot igos éo reduce

carbon emissions by 80% in
the next 40 years and avoid
climate change.

If we start to make these
changes now using the strength
of organisations in Shipston
and of the whole community
the transition to a world not
based on oil will be far easier.
If we leave the changes until
there is a worldwide oil shock
and food shortages the crisis
wi || be far
starts to prepare now we can
build up the resilience of the
community and that journey
will also build up the lost power
and spirit of the community.

The result for Shipston and
the villages around should be a
much better place to live.

A Public Meeting to discuss
this subject will be held on
Wednesday 29th April at 7:30
pm at Shipston High School,
where James Pavett, a local
food consultant will discuss this
matter in great depth.

For further information
contact David Passingham on
01608 661816

Green

Local News and Comment

Bins Due for
Delivery

Residents who have been

waiting patiently for the

delivery of their green refuse

bins, to be used for garden

waste and, on alternative

weeks, for kitchen waste,

should have been advised by

the Environmental Services
Department, that the bins have

been ordered and should be
delivered during t he
weeks with a target date of the

second week of Aprilo.

Residents who have not
received the notification
letter or wish to change their

order for such bins should
telephone 01789 260925

ance 0

Towlns[end I(;I%IIeFrugld
Raiser Y

b ut a @reatSaccessh

The Townsend Hall Committee
recently held a fund -raising
quiz night in the Hall which was
a resounding success on all
counts.

The huge space of the Hall
was full of eager quizzers
hoping there would be
something which came within
their particular sphere of
knowledge!

Stour Valley Lions provided

gr eat e m®uid Mastér aed stipervision

of the quiz on behalf of the
Committee, which included
careful marking of the answer
sheets.

An appetizing supper was
served at half -time before the
final rounds.

The Townsend Hall
Committee can congratulate
themselves on an excellent
start to their fundraising
activities to carry out the
necessary renovations to this
valuable Shipston asset.

Work is progressing and it is
hoped to have another
fundraising quiz sometime later
in the year.
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Pathways is an organlsatlon
supported by Age Concern,
Warwickshire Dial, Independent
Advocacy and the National
Lottery whose role is to provide
information, advice and
advocacy to people over the
age of fity who live in
Warwickshire.

Trained staff and volunteers
are on hand to provide up to
the minute information on a
range of topics including:

Benefit Advice

Housing

Home Safety and
Adaptations

Disability Advice

Local Traders

Leisure Activities

Local Services

And Your Rights
service is free,
independent, confidential,
non -judgmental and provides
the help and support needed to
address and resolve problems.

They offer services at local;
centres and community venues,
over the telephone, via e
and post and, in some
circumstances, can visit you at
home.

The advocacy service can
offer support in such areas as:

Housing Issues
Assessment
Reviews

At Meetings
Financial Planning
Letter Writing
Funeral Plans and Wills
Support in Cases of
Abuse

Pathways also produce a set
of Help Cards containing
contact details for local services
and a quarterly newsletter.

For more information please
contact the Age Concern office
in Leamington Spa on 01926
458100 or e
ho@ageconcernwarks.co.uk

The underlying message of
this service is:

AiDondét | et a

become a
big problem....
cont act us

The

and

-mail

-mail

today.

CONSUMER (OUNCII FOR

The Consumer Council for
Water was established in 2005
to assist customers of the
water and wastewater
(sewage) companies.

A question often asked by
customers how they can save
money on their water bill.

One way is to clam a
Surface Water Drainage
Rebate.

Many people assume that
rainwater that falls on their roof
or driveway goes down the
same drain as everything else
and ends up in the public
sewers, but this is not always
the case.

If rainwater
fsoakawayo in
local watercourse then a rebate
can be claimed. This can save
customers between £30 and
£34 per year, but they must
make an application to qualify
for the rebate.

The Surface Water Drainage
Charge covers the costs of
taking away and treating
surface water that runs from
properties into a sewerage
company's drains. This includes
water that flows through
gutters or which simply runs
into the road and ends up in a

company owned sewer

drains to a

Ofwat - the government
regulator for the water
industry 0 requires sewerage

companies to offer rebates for
surface water drainage where
customers' properties do not

drain to the public sewer but

there is no obligation to
backdate any rebate of charges
beyond the current year.

If you believe that you may
be paying for the disposal of
water unnecessarily, the first
point of contact should be with
the company responsible for
providing this service which, in
most cases for the Midlands,
will be

Severn Trent Water,

Iitt | ez @dehtry Road,

Sheldon,
Birmingham B26 3PU
oTel: 0121 722 4000

t he

Local News and Comment

Could Shipston become
reos

War wi ckshi
Small Town or Village?

The Warwickshire Best Village
Competition is open to any
group or organisation based in
a rural community with a
population of no more than
5,000 in the county of
Warwickshire

There will be six categories
in the competition:
Community Projects
includes any project either one
off or ongoing, which is for the
benefit of the whole or part of
the community
Community Buildings
includes all types of buildings
used by the community, for
example churches, village halls,
scout huts, sports facilities etc.
Communication i this section
yilk Ipok atphowginformation is
made available in the
community, whether everyone
can find out easily about what
is going on and how the
community ensures that all
sections of the community have
their say in community life.
Business in the Community
i the part that business plays
in the life of the community.
This section will be entered by
individuals nominating local
businesses and explaining in
what way the nominated
business fgoes
in its involvement with the
community.
Environment T this will look at
conservation and other
environmental activities under-

taken by and within the

community

History & Heritage T this
section will celebrate local

history and will include projects
that explore and/or record the
history and heritage of the
community or areas within it.
Fuller details of all
categories can be obtained
from Ariadne Uslu of WRCC
competitions@wrccrural.org.uk

t

Telephone 02476 217390. or
at
www.ruralwarwickshire.org.uk

I ‘W'lrWICkShlre Best Village

Compet:uon 2009

he

ext |


mailto:competitions@wrccrural.org.uk
http://www.ruralwarwickshire.org.uk/
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District News

District Councillor, Richard
Cheney, reflects on issues
which affects everyone in
Shipston.

As April marks the end of my first 12 months as
a District Councilor for Shipston | thought |
would give a brief outline of some of the work
that | have done in Shipston over the year.

| have attended most of the Shipston Town
Council meetings and the monthly Saturday
morning surgeries, plus committee meetings of
the Shipston Youth Club and DASH.

The first major issue was the new waste
collection service, where | tried to get the
District Council to provide the service required.
The other big issue was the Town Council's
proposal to build 26 affordable houses on the
London Road, | am pleased to say that |
successfully supported this scheme- at the
planning stage.

| have been able to get the 50mph. Speed
limit on the Campden Road out of Shipston
reintroduced on to the agenda and acted on;
also to persuade the authorities to extend the
parking restrictions in The Driftway following
complaints from residents and to get the lime
trees on the London Road trimmed. | did
support residents attempting to get a
pedestrian crossing on the Campden Road,
unfortunately this was not agreed to by the
County Council. | am currently trying to get
trees lopped back on the Darlingscott Road and
on the pathway between that road and Hay
Meadow. | have also pointed out to the District
Council the dangerous paving at the exit from
Telegraph Street car park, where an elderly lady
tripped and fell over.

| have supported moves to get a 'One Stop
Shop' in Shipston and objected when this idea
was rejected by the County and District
Councils, | also objected to the closure of the
Telegraph St. council office.

| joined in the successful campaign to reject
the extension of car parking charges in
Shipston.

Currently | am working with my colleagues
at the District Council to try and persuade those
in control to sign up to the Sustainable
Communities  Act, this would allow local
communities to demand that Government
money is spent in a way that is more beneficial
to those communities. There is also the
ongoing debate about the proposals in the Draft
Core Strategy, in particular, for Shipston the
proposed out of town supermarket or food
store.

These are just some of the issues that |
have worked on over the last year, | am now
looking forward to next year!

District & County Council News

County News

—

@

‘ —
"' g ‘\
=
County Councillor, Chris Saint, .
reflects on

issues  which
affects everyone in Shipston.

Campden Road 7 30 mph

ltds i mpossible not to
limit in Campden Road, Shipston. | promised you a
change and it now in place.

It was an anomaly to have a section in the town
at 40 and have you also noticed the clutter of old
signs that could be removed to make the highway
look smarter?

Housing numbers

The public could be forgiven for being confused
about the intentions of whoever might want to
build new houses and where they might go. A
government inspector is about to start looking at
how many houses should be built in the West
Midlands with carefully packed proposals for each
authority.

We have just been notified about potential
choices of local sites for new housing and choices
for quarries to provide the building materials.

The Debate ranges on about the Long Marston
Ecotown 1 will it or will it not affect Shipston? It
depends if you want to travel to Stratford. Most
people think that new housing there will add to the
gridlock just up the road.

Donét we think that these
initiatives get in each
come on board together? Who set all the wheels in
motion and controlled the timing? The timetables
for these issues are managed by a Government
Department called CLG, Communities and Local
Government.

Why does the CLG continue to pour resources
galore to promote an Eco town at a totally
inappropriate location, when what we really want is
money spent on more low cost housing for local
people in our towns and villages?

Highways

ltés suddenly very spring
overlook that just a fortnight or so ago, it was
frosty and road treatment vehicles were out more
times than have been needed in most recent years.
| hope you think that the winter treatments work
was well managed.

The public purse took a heavy hit during the
recent frost and snow. It és
but the extra repairs that must follow. We have
been trying to put our resources into improved
highway drainage and flood prevention and now we
are going to put funding into unexpected repairs
caused by the bad weather.

The pot has not got any bigger and we have no
significant method of dealing with everything
except by careful planning. A little patience will
help us deal with a larger than normal number of
urgent repairs.

noti

ce t h

studi

otherods w
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- Warwickshire SNT Safety Newsletter
: — 6™ March 2009

Theft

Between 1800 hrs on the 25.02.09 and 0740 hrs on the 26.02.09, a
green, plastic, 1100 litre, Grundo waste bin was stolen from a
premises on Main Street, Long Compton. (incident number
091/26.02.09.)

On the 28.02.09 a small cash box was stolen from a shop on High
Street, Shipston. The cash box was stolen from a cupboard beneath
the shop counter. Money was taken out of the box and the box then
left at the rear of the shop. (incident number 276/01.03.09.

Burglary other

Sometime between 1830 hrs on the 25.02.09 and 0630 hrs on the
26.02.09, unknown offenders have attempted to break into a shed
in Station Road, Shipston. Offenders tried to do this by forcing the
hinges off, however no entry was made and therefore nothing was
stolen. (incident number 100/26.02.09.)

Safer Schools - Update

On Tuesday 17th February, PCSO Guy Blacklock and Katie Corby of
the Youth Service organised a Skate Event at Shipston High School,
with the help of the Wacky Wheelers. Six months ago the Wacky
Wheelers skate committee formed to plan a competition for the
summer of 2009, to promote young people and encourage them to
use the existing skate facilities. The committee is made up of Y9
Y11 students as well as some older teenagers.

During half -term over 120 young people as well as some
parents came to use a mobile skate park set out on the old tennis
courts. The feedback has been over whelming. In addition to the
sport, there was also a BBQ provided by DASH and the rural youth
bus was in attendance with games and 'beer goggles' which show
young people how alcohol distorts their vision and their ability to
complete simple tasks.

Any profits are being put towards a project to further improve
the skate facilities next to the leisure centre, so it can be used for
greater periods by more young people. The youth club will be
working alongside the committee to accredit them for their hard
work which may result in credits towards GCSE's, or be counted
towards the Duke of Edinburgh award.

Please put in your diary Saturday 18th July '09, for the Sketchy
Skate -Off competition. The event is being planned as a multi
agency partnership project, with the assistance of the Wacky

Wheelers and co -led by the safer schools officer PCSO Guy

Blacklock and Katie Corby of the Youth Service. For more
information please contact Guy.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme will be re -launched from

Shipston Youth Club over the Easter break. PCSO Guy Blacklock is
being trained to lead expeditions and will work alongside Shelley
Williams and Katie Corby to deliver the Bronze award. The award is
designed to be challenging and requires commitment and dedication
to fulfil it, however the rewards are great and employers look
favourably upon young people who have completed it. The bronze
award starts at 14yrs and can take 6 months to complete. It
consists of 4 parts: physical, skill, voluntary and expedition. For
more information contact Katie Corby at the youth club, or visit
www.dofe.org

Shipston High School students are visiting Low Furlong with
PCSO Guy Blacklock on a voluntary placement scheme. They are
working with Shipston in Bloom and the staff and residents of Low
Furlong to improve the gardens and share knowledge and
experience. If you have any ideas for short or long term projects
that will give valuable experience and skills to young people, and
benefit the community, please contact PCSO Guy Blacklock.

Local Information

™
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Shipston Library

Opening Hours
Monday: 9:30-1:00;
2:00-5:00
Tuesday 9:30-1:00;
2:00-7:00
Thursday: 9:30-1:00;
2:00-7:00
Frnday 9:30-1:00
Saturday: 9:30-12.30
Telephone: 01608 661255
Fax: 01608 664309
e-mail

shipstonlibrary@warwickshire gov uk
website:
www . warwickshire gov . uk/libranies

Shipston Library offers 3 vade range of
books including adult ficton and non-
fiction, local stuckes, maps, large prnt
and chidren's books; hire of talking
books and children's DVDs; free use of
computers for library members;
photocopier and fax facilities

Regular events

‘Rhyme Time™ for children under 2
years, alernate Tuesdays from 13th
January at 10.45 am. £1.00 per child -
this replaces Bounce & Rhyme
"‘Wiggle & Jiggle™ for 2-5 year olds: 1st
Thursday of the month at 1030
am £100 per child from Thursday
5th February 2008 - new day & time
For further detalls contact lbrary staff.

Shipston Literary
Society

The next meeting of the
Shipston Literary Society
will take place on
Wednesday 1st April at
7.30 pm at Clark House,
West Street, Shipston -on-
Stour
This will be the Annual
General Meeting followed
by talk on The Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam

For further information
please contact Mary
Edwards on 01789 450737
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ST 1A

SHIPSTON HIGH SCHOOL
A Specialist Technology College

TECHNOLOGY
coLLLces

Shipston High 20% Over-
subscribed
Shipston High School has once

against other schools across
the Midlands. Connor won the
prestigious glass trophy for his

again peen m&}ssively exceptlongl skills Inl presenting Connor Clemons awarded fiBe
oversubscribed for its new a case In a real courtroom Prosecuting Lawyerd
intake of students from primary situation.
schools next September. The The competition, which was As well as competing in the
School has been asked to organised by the Citizenship competition the students were
accept a record number of new Foundation, involved teams of given a guided tour of the
students meaning it is 20% students from each school Coventry Magistrates Court
oversubscribed and now being presented with a fictitious including a taste of being hand-
officially one of the most case to prepare which included cuffed and shut in a cell. The
popular schools in the County. the charge and all the witness school which has a highly
For Shipston High School statements. The students then successful record in public
this record intake is not just a had to take on all the roles in a speaking is already planning to
one - off blip but rather part of a Magistrates Court including the compete in this competition
major trend in tHWYErS cRWlo Kshes legal again.
fortunes that has been taking advisers, magistrates,
place over the last few years. witnesses and, of course, the Shipston  Students To
The school puts its increased defendant. For the competition Display Musical Talent
popularity down to the fact that the students had to try the Students at the school are
the school 6s huge c¢ageyagainstsogher schools so working very hard on preparing
recent years is becoming well Shipstonds pr osec UatCortdlt to Beeh@dMat school
known both locally and more went up against another on the evening of Tuesday 19 ™
widely. Its examination results school 6s defence tamynThe edeRifgIwilNittiude
have been showing a year -on- the competition was a jury of performances by a wide range
year improvement and the real magistrates and lawyers of students from all years at
school has been doing who scored each of the the school including some of
outstandingly well in a whole students on how well they the GCSE Music performances.
range of wider activities performed their roles. Members of the public are
including sport, drama, music Connor was awarded first welcome to attend and further
and public speaking. Similarly prize for his individual details will be available from
the school has also been contribution and, overall, the school shortly.
making the most of its Shipston team was only The forthcoming concert
specialist Technology College narrowly pipped into second builds on the success of the
status by doing some cutting place by the more experienced students in recent county  -wide
edge, pioneering projects in team from a school in Rugby. concerts.
areas like science and The other Shipston High School Oon3Y9 March, the school
technology, sustainability, team members were Deborah Flute quartet, Flutatious

enterprise and healthy schools.

Riches, Chrissy Haine, Rachel

featuring Chloe Bird, Mackenzie

The dramatic rise in Dyer, Kate Higginson, Ellie Smith, Rosie Kernohan and
Shipston Hi gh sRathkey.gMeggnsBarnwell, Jade Caragh Wall, together with
popularity means it is now well Morris, Samantha Warner, Stephanie Wilson who

on its way to achieving its
mission statement to be the
first -choice school for Shipston
on Stour and its surrounding
communities.

Shipston Student Wins Case
In Court!

Shipston High School student,
Connor Clemons, won the
award for Best Prosecuting
Lawyer in a national
competition held at Coventry
Magistrates Court.

On Saturday 7 ™
team of students in Years 8 and
9 at the school competed

March a

Fiona Stevenson, Giles Foster
Hall, Charley Caufield and
Lizzie Simcock.

English Teacher, Cathy
Jones, who trained the team
said:

iour student s
magnificently despite this being
the first time we have entered
this competition. They made
me feel really proud. One of the
judges, himself a prosecution
barrister, tol d
performance had blown him
away with his confidence and
panache and that he would
have happily employed him in
his chambers. o

me

performed a Jazz Piano Solo,
took part at the County Music
Service Southern Area

Showcase Concert at Stratford
Civic Hallon 3 ™ March
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The 'Lady with the Lamp' lit up
the imagination of Year 2 pupils
when the school held its own
Florence Nightingale Day.

Children and teachers
dressed in costume from the
1800s and learnt about
Nightingale's pioneering work
in nursing. Thanks to the
support of parents, a historian
visited the school for the day
and helped bring the past back
to life.

Pupils gained an insight into
what conditions were like in the
Crimean War and were involved
in a role -play which was set in
a military hospital in Scutari. As
well as getting the chance to
handle real artefacts from
Florence Nightingale's time,
pupils made their own lockets,
pill boxes, sashes and medals.

School meals to order

Shipston Primary is taking part
in a new wristband scheme to
promote healthy school meals.

The initiative encourages
children to make healthy
choices and also ensures that
children will get the meal they
want whether they are first or
last in the dinner queue.

The emphasis on healthy
eating starts when children
take home their menus and
think about the choices on of-
fer. At the beginning of the
school day, the class teacher
has a short discussion about
t he dayods me nu
are then able to make a
selection of their choice, which
is indicated by a colour -coded
wristband. Each day children
must have a balanced meal
from the main food groups,
including fruit and vegetables;
meat, fish and alternatives;

an

bread, cereals and potatoes;
milk and dairy products.

Headteacher Christian
Hilton said: "We were keen to
adopt the wristband system to
get children to think more
about healthy eating and
assure parents and carers that
they will get the meal that they
want and are paying for. It is
also hoped that the system will
mean less time in the queue
and more time at the dining
table."

Could your business adopt a
year group?

Young Enterprise is a national
charity that offers a range of
programmes for young people
from 4 years of age, based on
the principle of learning by
doing and bringing volunteers
from business into the
classroom to work with the
teacher and students.

Headteacher Christian
Hilton said: "We appreciate that
many businesses are working
in uncertain times but investing
in young people is one of the
most  rewarding ways to
improve the future."

If you would like to adopt a
year group and bring your
business into school then email
primary
@shipston.warwickshire.sch.uk

What a relief!

School marks Comic Relief

Pupils went bananas in their
pyjamas and wore red noses to
fhise Mdhky!fod Comib Relief.

The theme at Shipston
Primary was 'Red or Bed' and
children donned either
something red or what they
wear to bed.

The school also held a red
nose cake sale and nearly £400
was raised on the day.

Local Information

75 THE MEDICAL CENTRE

The National GP Patient

Survey

From April 2009, the
Department of Health will be
regularly surveying patient

views about their experiences
of NHS Services. Surveys will
be sent to a sample of patients
every three months, with
around 5.7 milion patients
nationally being invited to give
their views each vyear. The
survey will cover a range of
areas, including patient
satisfaction with the surgery
opening hours and accessibility
of GP appointments, how easy
you find it to get through to the

Medical Centre on the phone
and satisfaction with overall
care. The Department of Health
will then let us have the
collated information and this
will help us in making sure the
service we provide continues to
meet patient need.

If you would prefer not to
have the opportunity to
complete a questionnaire
please let our reception know,
and we will ensure the
Department of Health are
notified as to your wishes.

Results of our local patient
survey

Towards the end of last year
we undertook a local patient
survey to find out what you
thought about our service. The
results are now in!l We are
pleased that you have
continued to rate us highly on
all the indicators, with our
score being higher than the
national average in almost all
areas. It is particularly
pleasing to note that patient
satisfaction with our opening
hours and availability of doctors
has increased from last year.

Feedback indicates that
patients would appreciate it
being easier to get through to
the dispensary on the
telephone, and we are currently
looking to see what we can do
to make this easier.

A summary of the full
results is available from
reception.


mailto:primary@shipston.warwickshire.sch.uk
mailto:primary@shipston.warwickshire.sch.uk
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES: 5 thy 12t April 2009

Even more than at Christmas, Easter opens up deep things through storytelling.
Easter gives you a chance to live some of the things that Jesus is and Jesus does: you can join excited
pilgrims on Palm Sunday; find your way to the upper room and be present when Jesus gives bread and
wine to his disciples 1 and when Judas slips out into the night to betray him; share the terror of facing
deat h, as Jesus prays in the gafden, &Dbdnarty bwaiyng bme tyom utrtsi
go up into the kangaroo court, hastily summoned to condemn Jesus or watch from below as Pontius
Pilate brings Jesus out for you to choose whether he lives or dies. Before you come to Easter day,
flowers, Easter eggs and fun, you can sit at a distance, and watch the cross and see Jesus dying for
you, to set you free.
All or part? Feel that our congregations welcome you to share in the story.
David Thurburn -Huelin

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY AND THE APOSTLES

PALM SUNDAY
Palm Procession and Mass 9.45 a.m. (Celebrant: Bishop William Kenney) (Our Lady and St Michael,
Shipston)
Palm Procession and Mass 11.30 a.m. (SS Peter and Paul, Brailes)
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Mass of the Lord's Supper and Watch at the Altar of Repose 7.30 p.m. (Our Lady and St Michael,
Shipston)
GOOD FRIDAY
Stations of the Cross 9.00 a.m. (St Philip, limington)
Walk of Witness 10.00 a.m. (from Our Lady and St Michael, Shipston)
Stations of the Cross 11.30 a.m. (SS Peter and Paul, Brailes)
Liturgy of the Passion 3.00 p.m. (Our Lady and St Michael, Shipston)
HOLY SATURDAY
The Easter Vigil 7.30 p.m. (Our Lady and St Michael, Shipston)
EASTER SUNDAY
Mass 8.30 a.m. (St Philip, limington)
10.00 a.m. (Our Lady and St Michael, Shipston)
11.30 a.m. (SS Peter and Paul, Brailes)

CHURCH OF ENGLAND PARISH CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND

PALM SUNDAY

Eucharist 8.30 a.m. (St. Edmund, Shipston)

Bl essing of Palms and procession 9.45 a.m. (from Martinds in
Parish Eucharist 10.00 a.m. (St. Edmund, Shipston)

Evensong 6.00 p.m. (St. Edmund, Shipston)

Tuesday PlayChurch 2.00 9 3.00 p.m. and Deanery Eucharist 7.45 p.m. (President and Preacher i The

Bishop of Warwick (St. Edmund, Shipston)

MAUNDY THURSDAY

Cel ebration of t he Lordés Supper 7.30 p. m. foll owed by th
11.45 p.m. (St. Edmund, Shipston)

GOOD FRIDAY

Walk of Witness 10.00a .m. (from Catholic Church to the High Street; and then, the Methodist Church,

New Street)

Meditations & Good Friday Liturgy 1.30 p.m. (St. Edmund, Shipston with the Bishop of Warwick)

HOLY SATURDAY

Easter Vigil 7.30 p.m. (Tidmington Church)

EASTER DAY

Eucharist 8.30a.m. (St. Edmund, Shipston)

Family Eucharist at Shipston 9.45 a.m. beginning with the Four Churches in the High Street and

continuing from 10.00 a.m. in church (St. Edmund, Shipston)

STOUR VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

EASTER DAY
The Baptist Church celebrates Easter with a family service 10.30 a.m. at the High School

SHIPSTON METHODIST CHURCH

EASTER DAY
Shipston Methodist Church 11.00 a.m. welcomes you to an Easter Celebration
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CEN

On Tuesday 10 ™ March, an encouragingly large audience (50) heard
first from Jan Roberts, our Stratford D.C. "mentor”, who informed
us that free swimming for over 65s will be introduced at all council
pools from early April. She also briefly described the role of Angie
Crashley, WCC Volunteer Development Officer and left notes for
those interested in volunteering opportunities.

Brian Tafft, the Chairman, then introduced Sharon Johal,
Warwickshire Local Involvement Network (LINks) Officer, and her
colleague, Claire Cardus. They work for Health Advocacy
Partnership (HAP UK) a not
up a network of local people, businesses and groups from across
the community with an interest in improving health and social care
services. LINks is a central government initiative set up nationally
in April 2008. Funds are provided through County Councils who are
responsible for monitoring performance. HAP is also required to
submit an Annual Report to the Secretary of State for Health.

The remit is wide -ranging to identify community wide health/
social care issues, as opposed to individual concern e.g. treatment
of dementia sufferers, hospital transport, and where appropriate to
make reports and recommendations to the relevant service
providers and press for information/action. LINks has powers to
demand a response within 20 days, with the ultimate sanction of
reference to the Secretary of State if it proves impossible to reach
agreement with the provider on steps to be taken.

To date LINks has not established a presence in South
Warwickshire and today's meeting aimed to build awareness and for
Sharon and her colleagues to gain insight, through questionnaire
response, into the priority issues which LINks could champion on
our behalf,

Sharon was followed by Chris Dobson, Stratford District Council
Waste and Recycling Officer who provided a very helpful update on
the new Refuse and Recycling scheme. In reply to numerous
guestions he acknowledged that the demand for smaller bins had
been much greater than expected, to a level which the Council
could not afford to meet. Perhaps one day!? He explained the
recycling process in some detail and expressed satisfaction that the
amount of dry materials recycling had increased by 100%. Chris

reminded wus of dods and don'ts with
and held out hopes of further improvements in the medium term.

No doubt he will be back!

. Annual Cotswold Walk -
7 Miles with Spectacular views
3rd May 2009 commencing in limington

Come and enjoy our annual Cotswold Walk with spectacular views
over four counties, through gently undulating countryside via the
wonderful footpaths and bridleways of the North Cotswolds.

In addition to taking in some beautiful countryside, the walk
goes alongside Hidcote Manor a well known National Trust property.

This is an annual event and provides great fun for all members
of the family and is suitable for either the casual and serious
walker, or it could even be your first time. Bring a picnic or join us
in refreshments in Ebrington village hall at the halfway point

If you wish to raise funds for your good cause we have
sponsorship forms available
Time: First walkers commence 10am
Price: A5 per personéA2 schoolchil di
charity)

Website: www.cotswoldwalk.org.uk or contact John Round (01608
684304)

-for - profit organisation contracted to set

Local Organisations

Alzheimer’s
Society

Shipmates Carers group held a
public consultation on Friday 6
March to discuss the future of
the group as recently it has not
been well attended.

The Al zhei mer
South  Warwickshire Branch
wants to ensure it is providing
a support group that is meeting
the needs of local people caring
for a person with dementia.

It was an excellent meeting
with lively discussion. There are
a number of former carers
wanting to volunteer and
facilitate a carers group in
Shipston with the aim at giving
peer and emotional support.

Following the discussions
the decision was made to
continue to run Shipmates as a
social event for the next few
months 1 whilst the branch
conducts further research on
the needs of the local caring
community.

Jo Min, Branch Manager will
attend Shipmates Friday June
5™ to discuss the outcomes and
the future of the group.

Jo said o6l
extremely valuable to
carers of people with dementia
and | would hope that we can
continue to support people in
the local area. I will be
speaking to a number of

th

o

feel

profesgianalslin the @area@ask e

them to support the group and
promote it as it would be a
great shame to lose
Shi pmat esb6.

The social events will be
held on Friday 3 ™
Friday 1 ** May, both to be at
the Horseshoe Inn by kind
courtesy of the Landlord.

If you would like to attend
please either, contact Barbara
Smith (volunteer) on 01608
662433 or just turn up at the
Horseshoe Inn on the above
dates

Regular and new
contributors to the Forum
are reminded that the
deadline for receiving in-
formation is the 14th of
each month

April,

t his

segreg
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NOMINATIONS FOR THE
2N®  ANNUAL FRED
RICHARDSON AWARD

Fred was one of the founder
members of Stour Valley Lions
way back in 1981.

He was always keen to
encourage and develop the
young people of Shipston to
serve and support family,
friends and the community.
The award is aimed at young
people aged 16 and under on
31°' December 2008.

We are looking for young
people who are involved in the
community/or taking part in
community work or projects.

The winner will receive a
trophy, framed photograph,
and a £50 gift voucher. The

successful young
person may also be put forward
for t he AL
Ambassador of
award.

If you know of a young
person who fits the above
criteria, please send your

nomination to: -
Mr. Ernie Smith, by email to
xxsl7@tiscali.co.uk
26 Marshall Avenue, Shipston
on Stour, CV36 4HN, explaining
why you think this person
deserves to be recommended
for this award.

The closing date for entries
is 30 ™ April 2009.

THE NATIONAI

ASSOCIATION OF
WIDOWS

On 19th April 2009, the
Shipston Branch of the National
Association of Widows will be
marking 15 years since they
were established by holding the
annual Bereavement Service at
St. Edmund's. The branch have
invited the current chair of the
National Association, Jean
Sergeant to come to speak.
Anyone themselves bereaved,
and all those who care about
supporting bereaved people are
warmly invited to St. Edmund's
on 19th April at 4.00 p.m. for
the service which will be
followed by light refreshments.
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At the Shipston Probus Club
meeting on 6th March the
speaker was John Naish from
the Warwickshire Council Road
Safety Unit who came to talk
about the importance of the
Unit and the work it carried out
in the attempt to make driving
safer for all concerned.

He set the scene by quoting
the gruesome fact that in 2007
there were 397 deaths or
serious injuries on Warwick-
shireos roads
number 53 were over 60. The
worst month of the year for
accidents is December: Friday
is he worst day of the week and
turning right carelessly a
common cause.

Road Safety is very active
in education and training of the
young and there are numerous

courgey; | n g
H oVLe,V, eyf for
more mature members he
introduced a leaflet titled "Drive
for Life" which includes
numerous suggestions about
actions to take to ensure that
driving can continue to be safe
at any age.

There is advice about the
need for self assessment of
eyesight, hearing, mobility,
medication and micro
also a reminder of some "bad
habits" which tend to develop
over time any one of which
could cause a fatal accident.

For those who feel they
need a refresher course at a
modest cost a driver can attend
assessment and advice
courses.

When did we last read the
Highway Code? Probably not
since passing the driving test.

A summary of some recent
additions is included in the
booklet and a note that a free
copy of the new Code is
available .

Further information can be
obtained by calling 01926
418062

As might be expected there
was a lively discussion from an
audience with so much driving
experience not only at home
but abroad.

t

-sleep,

an

he
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With a concert entitled
ABeowul f and t he
few members knew quite what
to expect. As it turned out,
Beowulf was left to the second
half and we were entertained
with a variety of music ranging
from contemporary to early
medieval, played by Zachery
Taylor on the guitar, lute and
psaltery and by Alan Hamilton
on the recorder or recitation.
One such piece by Sir Thomas
yat(gf was hqagicularly
delightful as it was spoken in
Middle English and although
few could fully understand the
content, the cadences of the
language were a joy to the ear.

\ o~

Cl ubsp

Replica of the Sutton Hoo

Saxon Lyre
The second half opened
with the two performers

appearing in period costume.
Zachary took up the Saxon
Lyre, which he explained was a
facsimile of a lyre found in a
seventh century Anglo -Saxon
burial.

Beowulf is a very lengthy
Saxon poem probably written in
the tenth century and we were
to hear a small section of this,
fortunately in translation. The
poem is a story of amazing
feats of arms against evil and
was written down in a Christian
context. Alan proceeded, over
the next half hour, to declaim
the poem with the lyre adding
point and atmosphere, giving
us all a most forceful rendition
of devils and gory death with
the eventual victory of good
over evil.

Altogether a most unusual
and enjoyable evening.

The next meeting is on April
17™. A concert by Graham du

Plessis, Cello and Stephen
Craig, Piano For further
information please contact

Martyn Holden 01608 661808.


mailto:xxs17@tiscali.co.uk
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SHIPSTON & DISTRICT ANGLING CLUB
LOOKING FORWARD TO THE NEW SEASON

On the 1 %' April 2009 Shipston on Stour & District Angling Club
started its 56 " season. The club continues to provide excellent river
and lake fishing for its members right on your doorstep. The clubs
waters include lakes at Aston Magna and approximately 4 miles of
the beautiful River Stour running from Willington, through Shipston,
Fell Mill, Honington, Halford Hill all the way down to Halford Bridge.

Aston Magna Lakes was a new addition to the clubs waters last
season. The three lakes are hidden away in a secluded wooded
valley that is part of the Batsford Estates. The lakes hold small
carp, rudd and roach. The lakes are ideal for pleasure anglers who
want to park the car and walk a few yards to enjoy a quiet days
fishing. When the club took control, the lakes and surrounding land
were in a very poor state. So last season the club planned and
completed a major project to make the lakes and its surroundings
suitable and safe for club members to fish. Members used their
manpower, hand -tools, heavy machinery and considerable
man -hours to create and providing a gated entry, hard -standing
area for parking, improving access round the lakes, removing fallen
and dangerous trees, clearing the lake of is reed and weed
overgrowth and clearing the bank side vegetation to secure fishing
positions. The transformation was wonderful both for fishing and for

the surrounding environment. We are proud of the start we have
made and further work and investment is being planned. If you
have not yet fished there please go and see for yourself.

The River Stour remains a tranquil unspoilt river right on our
doorstep, ideal for both the pleasure and match fisherman, it holds

a full range of species: chub, roach, perch, pike, eel, gudgeon, dace
and the odd tench and carp. For fly fisherman the river at Willington
holds a good head of wild brown trout. There is a spectacular Mayfly
hatch each year encouraging the trout to rise, with catches possible
on the fly up to the end of June before the river weed growth takes
over.

Club competitions . Whilst the majority of club members are
pleasure anglers, there is a very active and competitive match
section. Throughout the season there are fifteen home contests on
the River Stour, plus eleven away contests on popular carp lakes,
reservoir, the River Avon, a canal and the River Thames. Last
season match anglers caught 3458Ib of fish at away venues with
top weight being 143Ib of carp from Boddington reservoir. The river
Stour has recovered from the 2007 floods and is producing record
weights in club match contests. Last season match anglers caught
568 Ib of fish from the Stour.

The club runs two open contests each season at Halford,
Honington and Fell Mill. Last season produced records for both
individual and top contest weights, most notably at Halford Bridge
where a 27 |b bag of chub and a 16 Ib bag of roach was caught plus
numerous mixed bags in excess of 10lb.

Each year Shipston AC competes with Norgren, Moreton and
Burford for the Cotswold Cup, a local fiercely competitive
competition with a very long history. Shipston AC have won this cup
three times in the last 4 years, this year with a record 37 points out
of a possible 40 maximum. The first match of next season will be on
the 10 ™ May.

Club membership runs from 1 st April to 31 ST March each year,
and offers fishing to club members 365 days a year. There is no
joining fee, no waiting list and half price membership for junior and
OAPO s, excellent value for money.
merry band, or just find out more about what we have to offer
please contact our club membership secretary Mr E Draper on
01608 661112.

Local Organisations

CALLING THOSE WITH
GREEN FINGERS!

The Shipston Home Nursing
Plant Sale is rapidly becoming a
key event in the Shipston
calendar and this year will take
place once again at the brilliant
venue of the Norgren Social
Club in Shipston, with lots of
parking and space for all.

We are hoping once again
to draw people from far and
wide to buy from a huge
selection of wonderful plants
and maybe enjoy a cup of tea
or coffee and a piece of cake.

This year we would like to
invite more local people to
grow/donate plants for the
sale, as well as come along and
buy from the fabulous array of
plants generously donated by
both commercial growers and
private individuals, without
whom the sale could not take
place. The Plant Sale is key to
raising much -needed funds for
Shipston Home Nursing, a very
local charity which works right
at the heart of the community,
providing specialised nursing
care at home to those with
terminal illnesses.

If you feel you can grow or
donate any type of plants we
would be more than grateful
and we will be receiving them
at the Norgren Social Club from
midday onwards on Friday 15
May. If you would like to be
involved in any other way with
the Plant Sale there is always
something to do and we would
be delighted to hear from you.

Please contact
Debbie Joss (01295 680803) or
Rebecca (01608 674435)

So, whether you are a

grower, a helper or a customer,
we look forward to seeing you
at the SHN Plant Sale in May.

th




SHIPSTON FORWMpril 2009 Page 14

Women’s
[nstitute

Stour Valley WI members enjoyed an interesting and thought
provoking afternoon at their February meeting when their speaker,

Mr Al an Wool st enci oifMedrsc y s ushhjiepcst,
Perspectived captures everyoneobs
He told us of the scheme which started in 1956 to provide
travelling hospital ships which tour Africa, the most recent addition
being a Danish ferry, the conversion costs for which were an

incredible £26 million.

The ship, #AAfrican Mercyo, has
and volunteer s, pl us fistate of
orthopaedics, cataracts operations, and in fact, just about every
known disease or complain experienced and treated in a well
equipped land -based hospital. All the medical staff are volunteers
giving up their well  -earned holidays or sabbaticals. Also on board
are others who travel on the ships but work on land -based projects.

Alan told us of his five visits to Sierra Leone, between 2005 and
2007 when he had helped to build, with incredibly hard -working,
poorly paid, local labour, a clinic, hospice (for patients recovering
from operations) and a six classroom school.

There were no diggers or cement mixers, so everything was
built using manual labour. They also managed to arrange the
provision of running water taps, thus avoiding the need to carry
fifty kilo barrels of water on their shoulders over long distances.

He mentioned re -cycling, showing pictures of delighted boys and
girls who could now attend school because the charity had provided
second -hand uniforms 1 a must before you could be enrolled and
pay for schooling. A local football team were delighted to be
wearing cast -off kit donated by a local amateur Banbury team.

You could have heard a pin drop as we all sat and realised just
how fortunate we are to live on comfort and comparative luxury.

The competition entries fAO0Ode to
amount of amusement and members signed up for our Handicraft
Exhibition, to be held in May.

Lunch at Brailes Golf Club in March and an outing and Lunch at
Evesham Country Park in April were also announced, bringing an-
other enjoyable meeting to a close.

Why not come and join us on 8
subject wildl be

when
house in

" April
ABuying a

oy ::::...h was !-.-:
T T T T T Ty T 77

On 16 December 2008, the Africa Mercy pulled out of the Free Port
of Monrovia, Liberia, ending four years of assistance by Mercy Ships

in the
volunteers have provide medical and surgical services to over
50,000 patients

Following a visit to Tenerife for yearly maintenance, survey, and
repair, and to restock before she is now the port of Cotonou, Benin.

att eand fumsrfrom 1

t he

rebuilding of Liberiads infrastr

Local Organisations

©
Shipst% Tennis Club

We have an open evening on
Friday 17 ™ April from 7.00pm
to 9.00pm.

Shipston Tennis Club has 2
tennis courts at Shipston
Sports Club off the London
Road and has use of the three
tennis courts at Shipston High
School.

V o Adulh memeéarsbis is £110

March each year.
Included in the membership
package:

Access to book courts

berths f or at4hée4Spocts Elub,
t he

art o ampHgh Schdoln g
Adult Club Evenings
Coached Sessions
Adult Mix and Match

Mornings
Team Practice
Ladies Social Mornings
& Evenings
Member Discounts
Reduction in Private

Tuition Fees
Membership of Shipston

Sports Club
Other aspects of the Adult
membership include social
events, team matches,
inclusion in Wimbledon ticket
ballot, family friendly

atmosphere and access to a
variety of tennis activities.

We also have a vibrant
jii@rnsectiok with mastof thee d
youngsters receiving coaching
from the Shipston Tennis
Academy team of 11 coaches.

Come and see what we
have to offer. If you join or sign
up [foe aaclass roid the night you
wilh ceeedv® a £10 discount
voucher for any group of
coached sessions not included
in the membership.

For more information
contact Janet Connor 01608
662560/07884 318220 or
janet@shipstontennis.org.uk

st April to 31 ¢

medi ca
theatr

a
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The Stour Valley Business Fair
ASurvive and Thri
held on Tuesday 3 ™ March in
Shipston -on-Stour successfully
proved that businesses are still
vibrant, thriving and working
hard to keep the economy go-
ing in the Stour Valley.
Sponsored by Needham &
James LLP, Lloyds Bank
Commercial, Pink Connect and
Stamfords Accountants, over
30 local businesses from
graphic display companies like
Cotswold Graphic, who supplied
many of the smart looking
stands, to design companies
like Possage, who did the
catchy exhibition graphics, to
HR consultants, law firms,
property companies, beauty
salons, car and van rentals,
and business communications
companies took stands where
they held discussions
throughout the afternoon with
over 160 visitors.

The food hall had a wide
representation of local food and
drink suppliers including the
Bakery, Rightons the Butchers,
Edwar d Shel donds
Merchants and The North
Cotswold Brewery, and was
kept very busy all afternoon
and was packed with visitors
for the Cook -Off Competition
held between the Chefs of the
Black Horse & George Hotel.

Top marks must be given to
Jim and Helen Cherry and their
team from Taste of the Country
for embracing the likely

problems caused by the
replacement of water mains in
Shipston town centre and
injecting a sense of humour
through their innovative
window display.

From the Gingerbread
workmen, to their tools, signs
and even their

of the pieces has been carefully
crafted and decorated.

It is not known what the real
workmen make of the display,

the same

Both were given
ingredients supplied from local

businesses and created
incredibly innovative and
beautifully  presented three

course meals. t the end of the
day, it was the George which
stole the day.

The rest of the event was
busy with the three business
speaker sessions presented by
Simone Ryder, Darren Jones of
the Coventry and Warwickshire
Chamber of Commerce and
Richard Sweeney from Business
support grants funding and
other support that is available
from government

Stour United Businesses
Chairman, | an
am delighted with how the
event has gone. | want to
thank the sponsors of the event
and my Committee who have
worked 0 "hfird to make this
day a success. This event has
been invaluable in lifting local
business spirits and making
people aware of how well we
are served by a good variety of
excellent businesses in the

area. o

however it has come to the
fi P o hdtige | ob Aok ,othe @hanh the

august publication, The

Spectator, who have carried

both a story and photograph.
Well done Jim and Helen

Coo ptet’fe s%li,ydmpfil I© S

Business Page

Therebs
companies wanting to benefit
from the presence of the
Olympics in the UK in 2012.

Research carried out by The
Chartered Institute of
Marketing in association with
Ipsos MORI, indicating that
some 42% of companies are
planning marketing activities
around the Games. Those with
large marketing budgets will be
seeking to include reference to
the games in their advertising,
packaging, etc., whilst it is
expected that smaller
companies will be seeking to
attract customers using
competitions, banners and
such.

But, beware: unless these
companies are official sponsors
of t he Ol ympi cs,
make the kinds of associations
they might expect to be able to
make, because of the details of
Act
Mar keting Ri ght s
both of which could affect
promotion in ways that might
not be anticipated. Designed to

prevent the threat
mar keti ngo (where
that have not paid to be

sponsors get free publicity, a
whole raft of rules has been
brought in. They may lead any
company that is not an official
sponsor, falling foul of the Act.

Cafe Re -Opens in New
Location

Following its sudden closure
last year, the Cafe Rico hasre -
appeared in the town, not in its
original location in West Street,

but within the White Bear.

N
-

The cafe will offer the same
menu as before, with a wide
choice of Italian - style coffees

mu c h interest

they

and t

Prot

of
comp
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North Cotswold Jazz
David Goodenough
Shipston -on- Stour

The first concert of North
Cotswold Jazz was held in 1996
at the Long Compton Village
Hall.

Our first band was the
AAntique Si xo0
increasing public interest, the
venue was moved to the British
Legion in Moreton -in-Marsh.

Unfortunately the Legion
closed and we are now based
at the Norgren Social Club in
Shipston -on-Stour.

Only the best bands from
England and the Continent are
booked, playing Dixieland -style
music and all well -known
songs.

The April Concert is on
Friday 3 ™ April. Admission is
£10.00 including a superb
buffet supper prepared by
Pauline and Mike.

Doors open at 7:00 pm and
the concert starts at 8:00 pm.

Payment is on the door and
everyone is welcome, but
anyone planning to attend
should ring Pauline and Mike,
so that catering can be
provided.

Their numbers are 01608
652705 or 07747 625454,

but

Editor Note.
It may interest to readers

t hat we reported
retirement from wine judging,
last year.

In May 2009 he will be 89
years of age and is still very
active in the community.

Brown Sheep
John Bolton
Shipston -on-Stour

Concerning the very good idea
of the wool fair. We can make
available a rather unusual
breed of Dutch sheep that were
bred for milk production which

was then turned to cheese.
They are brown with attractive

white feet and faces and are
very tame Their brown fleeces
spin out very well too, and they

taste good too!

They would add to the
diversity of uses that sheep are
put to. If there is a hurdled
enclosure we could display
perhaps three or four animals

WI Records
Mike Dobbin
Shipston -on- Stour

| refer to the problem the WI
has regarding the storing of
their archives.

Would it not be possible to
scan these records and then
dosvdoachthem tavdistsh

This would no doubt take
up far less storage space and
retrieval of items could be
made quite simple.

| am prepared to offer any
assistance if necessary.

Council Finances
Mike Ashley
Shipston -on- Stour

Although, in  common with
many others including past
councils, | have no confidence
in the sub -committee method
of conducting our affairs, | am
nevertheless dismayed by the
early failure of the finance
committee.

Their efforts have led to the
Council proposing no
alterations to the sum required
for the town precept.

Given the horrendous,
probably long -term, very
serious financial stress we all
have to face, their seeming self
-praising attitude is most
certainly not acceptable.

The Council, being aware of
tben expgrted fisd & sdemands
from Warwickshire County and
Stratford District Council,
whose elected councillors and
staff seem to be on another
planet and knowing that the
town precept is already the
highest in the district, it was

clearly essential that our
precept be considerably
reduced.

Like everyone else the
Council should have removed
from their expenditure all but
the rally bare necessities.
Having promised transparency
in all their activities the Council
must publish details of all their
expected expenditure so that
we may be the judge of what it
and is not essential.

In response to Mike's letter, Clir lan

Cooper suggests that this matter is

covered under the Council Tax
article on the front page of the
Forum

wSERSNERQ [ Si

Failed Delivery
ClIr Richard Cheney

In response to Trevor's letter in

last month's Forum | would like

to apologise for not delivering
his copy of our Focus leaflet.
| have since then personally
delivered a copy and will
ensure that he gets all future
copies! Indeed | am very
pleased that the Focus leaflet is
in such demand.

I would point out that if
anyone does happen to miss
out on the paper copy, Focus
can be read online at
www.philipvial.org.uk

Having made these
promises could | ask that
Trevor ensures that his leaflets
are delivered to Philip Vial's
house and indeed those of all
our other supporters in the
town?

Spring Fair
Shipston Medical Centre

A great big thank you to
everybody who supported,
contributed to or bought items
from our Spring Fair.

A whopping £1032.84p was
raised.

This money goes towards
providing services for patients
of the Medical Centre that the
NHS doesndét fund.

A good proportion of the
money raised at the Spring Fair
will go towards buying new
OMRON machines, to
supplement our existing stock,
which are lent to patients to
enable home blood pressure
monitoring to take place.

Thank you very much
indeed!

So which onewas it -
The Sheep Plaques or
using the Stour to

keep our Streets Clean?

The April Foolery was the story
about using the Stour to keep
the streets of Shipston clean.

The Sheep Plaques are
genuine and form part of the
Better Welcome Project funded
by Advantage West Midlands,
more of which will be reported
in future issues of the Forum o}
and yes, the sheep will be
Cotswold Lions.


http://www.philipvia.org.uk/
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hipston Wool Fai'

A limited number of exhibition stands will be available in the High
Street for the Shipston Wool Fair taking place on
Monday25th May 2009
From 10:30 am to 4:00 pm

Stand should be for the display and/or sale of rural goods and
produce and will be allocated on a first-come first-served basis

The stands ar 3 metres long and come complete with a roof and a
table/counter front

The cost of stands will be:
£15.00 for Charity & Voluntary Organisations
£20.00 for Commercial & Trade Organisations

To book a stand, please complete the form below and ENCLOSE
YOUR PAYMENT (Cheques payable to Festive Shipston) to:

Mrs Angela Noyce

Shipston Town Council

Clark House, West Street, Shipston-on-Stour CV36 4EL

BY 24th APRIL 2009

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Telephone Number:

........................................................................................................

Contact:

...........................................................................................................................

Please reserve a stand at the Shipston Wool Fair

We are a
CHARITY/VOLUNTARY ORGANISATION/COMMERCIAL /TRADE ORGANISATION

(delete at applicable)
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A GRAND NIGHT FOR SINGING

Parlour music and favourite songs by
Novello, Lehar, Rogers & Hammerstein etc

Soprano. Rachel Burbridge
lenor: Andrew Telford
Piano. Sarah Bourne

St Edmund'’s Church
Shipston on Stour
Saturday 25 April 2009 at 7.30 pm

In aid of:

The Royal British Legion
‘Shipston Remembers"

Ticket price: £7 including interval refreshments

\vailable in advance from "Flora's", Sheep Street,or on night

7 \\

sh, StourValley i

- Li

ons |
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE

Oscar winning filsn about an 18 vear old nrphan fram the slams of Mumboi
whe is abeut to experience the biggest day of his life

Certificate 15
«mEFEEL-BODD o, orana, Romance
HIMEEe ane>
NGB vevpare
o . e Danny Boyle
Q ! WANILLIE Madhur Mittal
\ / .Jn' Freida Pinto
ﬂ“.l Anil Kapoor
B ‘5_..!5!![ Irrfan Khan

Shipston High School

Friday 24™ April 2009 at 7:00 pm

Advance Tickets £3.50 from:
R. Clarke Electrical, 27 High Street, Shipston
Lion Judith Jackson. Tel: 661148

Or £4.00 on the door.
Scbject 1o confirmation from film distributers

italian Supper and Dance

Friday May st at 7.45pm
£20 per head to Include 2 course hot meal (lasagne salad and tiramisu) and
dancing to
DJ
Gavin Townsend
To be held at Townsend Hall Shipston-on-Stour,

For tickets please contact Rebecca 01608 674 929

Calling Those With Green Fingers!

SHN PLANT SALE
SATURDAY MAY 16™

NORGREN SOCIAL CLUB
(off Pittway Avenue)

10.00 am-12.00 noon

(Plant Deliveries to Norgren Club
from Midday on Friday 15th December)

For more Information please contact
Rebecca—01608 674929 or
Debbie Joss—01295 680803

D
o 5To
2 2 @

S To-z

EASTER SATURDAY FUN

At Townsend Hall
10:00am----12noon
CHILDRENS COMPETITIONS

EASTER GARDEN COMPETITION IN A TRAY OR ON A PLATE
Age groups--- Pre-school, 5 - 7years, & & - 11years

BEST EASTER BONNET / HAT COMPETITION
Age groups-++ Pre-school, 5 - 7years. & 8 - 11years

CUCKOO IN THE NEST

Pick up a free entry form and look for the ™ cuckoo ™ in the Town Shop win-
dows,
For all age groups up to 16 years.

THE COMPETITIONS WILL BE JUDGED AT 12 NOON

CHILDREN'S GAMES TOMBOLA  RAFFLE

COFFEE
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