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Shipston  
Remembers  

In terms of age, Shipston  
British Legionôs senior poppy 
seller was Garth Wheeler.  
     Garth, a Past President of 

the Branch, was a member of 
the Territorial Army before the 
Second World War, joining the 
Royal Artillery in 1939. He 
trained as a Gunner Officer at 
Alton Towers in Staffordshire 
and saw service in Burma with 

the 20th Indian Division, for 
which he was awarded the 
Burma Star.  
     To Garth and all his  
comrades  -   in whatever  
conflicts they served and 

serve ða great debt of thanks is 
due.  

Headed by their standard and 
their President, Richard Adams, 
members of the Shipston 
Branch of the Royal British  

Legion were led by Shipston 
Town Band as they paraded 
from the High Street to St  
Edmundôs Church at the annual 
Remembrance Day Parade and 
Service.  
     Wreaths of poppies were 

laid by the Legion, the Town 
Mayor, the Womenôs Institute 
and St Johnôs Ambulance  
brigade, together with pupils 
from Shipston High School.  

Fairs and Events ðHave Your Say  

With this issue of the Forum you will receive a sheet which details 
the results of a survey amongst town centre traders following the 
recent Italian Market.  
     Now itôs time for residents to ñhave their sayò. 

     Please complete the short survey on the sheet and return it to 

the Council Office or Shipston Library by 15th December and in the 
new year we will publish the results.  

Shipston ð ñA Great Place to Liveò 

According to a survey undertaken by Stratford District  

Council, 86% of the 1751 respondents are satisfied with 
Shipston and its surroundings as the place to live, with 74% 
responding that they feel that they belong to their  

immediate neighbourhood.  

The availability and quality of 
medical services in the town 
scored the highest satisfaction 
rate, amongst those surveyed, 

along with the Fire and Rescue 
S e r v i c e ,  h o w e v e r  t h e  
satisfaction with the policing of 
the town was the third lowest 

in South Warwickshire at just 
52%  

The top five most pressing needs for improvement in and around 
Shipston were shown to be activities for teenagers (48%), road and 
pavement repairs and affordable decent housing (both 40%), public 
transport (39%) and job prospects (25%), much of this mirroring 

the broader views of similar surveys across the County and District 
Council areas.  
     Compared to a similar survey carried out in 2006, when asked 
how safe or unsafe they feel being out after dark, 67% of those 
surveyed responded that they felt very safe and fairly safe, this  
figure being 6% up on the previous survey,  

     Whilst 82% or residents feel that they are ñtreated with respect 

and considerationò by local public services, only 44% of  
respondents were satisfied with the services from Stratford District 
Council ðonly the residents of Stratford -upon -Avon were less  
satisfied ðwhilst 45% were satisfied with services provided by  
Warwickshire County Council. Henley, Studley and Southam have 
higher levels of satisfaction.  

     At the Budget Consultation Meeting held in October, the District 
Council stated that their primary objectives are the promotion of a 
better quality of life, adopting an approach to the environment to 
keep the District ñclean and greenò and to encourage business and 
enterprise, supporting the wide economy on which everyone relies.  
    From the findings of the research it is possible to measure how 

these objectives are being met and as time and resources permit, 

exceeded beyond the benchmarks that are set so that by 2012, 
Stratford District will provide a ñQuality of Lifeò truly making it  one 
of the top ten places in the United Kingdom in which to live and 
work.      



From the Editor  
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Dog Fouling ð 
a Major Cause for  
Concern  

One of the most consistent  
issues that is raised at  
meetings of Shipston Town 
Council is that relating to dog 

fouling.  
     It has been pointed out that 
not only do dog faeces create a 
mess which can be picked up 

on shoes and sometimes,  
particularly in the case of  
children, their hands, it also 

causes Hydatid Disease which 
can be fatal in humans.  
Approximately 20 cases are 
reported in the UK every year.  
There are also effects of  
contact with dog faeces that 

can include respiratory and 
gastro - intestinal conditions and 
in severe cases, human  
blindness.  

     Stratford District Council 
employ just one full - time  
Animal Welfare Officer to  
deliver a professional service to 

promote responsible dog  
ownership and enforce existing 
legislation. One of the tasks of 
this office is the enforcement of 
dog - related by - laws and The 
Fouling of Land by Dogs 
(District of Stratford -on-Avon) 

Order 2009, which may result 
in the issuing of £75.00 Fixed 
Penalty Notices or prosecution 
in the Magistrates Court with a  
possible£1000 fine.  
     Obviously with just one  

employee, the District Council 
is faced with an impossible task 
of ñpolicingò an area of almost 
1000 square kilometres, and 
therefore to responsibility must 
be taken by those who exercise 
their dogs, clearing up any 

mess that the dogs might 
make.  

Council News in 
Brief  
At the November meeting of 
Shipston Town Council, Cllr 
Mrs Dot Courtney reported on 
ongoing problems caused by 

noisy events being staged at 
Shipston Rugby Club and the 
fact that attendees at these 
events park indiscriminately in 
the roads surrounding the club. 
Whilst the club have apologised 

for the inconvenience caused, 

Mrs Courtney said that this  
inconvenience is simply not 
acceptable.  
    Cllr Ian Cooper commented 
on inaccuracies in the Scoutsô 
letter in the November issue of 

the Forum, stating that the 
Town Council been negligent in  
seeking to assist the Scouts in 
their desire to build a new hut. 
Cllr Cooper said that the  
Council had acted swiftly on 

this matter.  

     Cllr Cooper also started that 
he felt that the Town Council 
should write to the District and 
County Councils and to John 
Maples, pointing out that the 
fact used by the District Council 
in their decision to close the 

Telegraph Street Office were 
incorrect.  
     Cllr Mrs Jackie Warner 
spoke about the problems 

caused by dog fouling and 
asked of  more not ices  

regarding clearing up dog mess 
could be provided around the 
town.  
     At her first meeting, Cllr 
Mrs Fay Ivens  complimented 
the town gardeners on the  
superb state of the cemetery 

grounds.  
     Cllr Paul Rathkey reported 
on the positive mood of the 
working group set up to  

consider adding a sixth form 
college at Shipston High 
School, as supported by the 

Town Council.  
     Cllr Simon Welch , Deputy 
Mayor reported that the  
replacement equipment is now 
in place in the play area in 
Hawthorne Road and is already 

being used by local children.  
     The Mayor, Cllr Alan 
N o y c e ,  t h a n k e d  t h o s e  
councillors who had attended 

t h e  B r i t i s h  L e g i o n  
Remembrance Service.  

As one of the thirteen people at 
the Stratford District Council 
Budget Consultation Meeting 
held in October, (4 District 

Councillors, 4 District Officers, 
4 residents and myself) I was 
somewhat embarrassed by the 
fact that none of the Town 
Councillors nor more residents 
took time to attend.  
     Accepting that only one 

weeks notice of the meeting 

was given, this being far too 
late for the November Forum, 
the meeting was advertised 
elsewhere and the e -mail from 
Stratford was circulated to the 

Town Councillors.  
     I have reported before that 
S h ips to n  i s  so me t imes  
overlooked by the District 
Council, but if opportunities 
presented to have our say are 
ignored, then maybe this is the  

consequence.  
     The re -convened meeting 
has been arranged for the 24th 
November ð although there 
were twelve days notice, this 
was again too late for the  
Forum. It will be interesting to 

see if more people turn up.  
     To balance this, I am told 
that there were even less  
residents at the similar meeting 
held in Southam. ðFood for 
thought.  

     As this is the last issue of 
the Forum before Christmas, 
may I thank everyone for their 
support in the year and wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas  
Bob Tolley ð Editor  

http://www.shipstononline.org
mailto:forum@shipstononline.org


From the Mayor  
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Resplendent in 
Crimson  

Shipstonôs new Town Crier, 
Marion Ladd, looked exactly as 
a crier should when she  
unveiled the new livery,  

specially made for her role.  
     The previous livery had 
been tailored for male criers 
and it was therefore only right 
and proper that a new design 

was needed for Marion.  
     Whilst the new livery was 

being tailored, she has worn a 
hired costume, but this one is 
far more in keeping with the 
tradition of her role.  
     Marionôs first official  
engagement in her new garb 

was to lead the Town Council 
contingent at the Annual  
Remembrance Sunday Parade.  

F a c e l i f t  f o r  

Shipston Flagpole  

As part of the facelift of the Mill 
Street Gyratory Garden, Stour 
Valley Lions have completed 
the renovation of the townôs 

principal flagpole, in time for 
the annual Remembrance Day 
activities.  
     This is the first of a number 
of remodelling exercises for the 
garden, which will include the 
sighting of the Shipston Sheep 

statue, currently being carved 

by Long -Marston -based Jude 
Tucker  

Sheep Shape  

Shipston Town Mayor, Cllr Alan 
Noyce visited the studio of Jude 
T u c k e r ,  i n  L o n g  
Marston, to view the work - in -

progress on the Shipston 
Sheep.  
     When the carved statue is 
completed by Jude, the sheep 
will sit on a plinth in the  
re - model led  Mi l l  S t ree t  

Gyratory Garden  

Although I am writing this in November, it is for the December issue 
of the Forum, which obviously includes the Christmas period. May I 
therefore be one of the first people to wish you a very Happy 
Christmas.  

     October and November have been unusually quiet months in 

terms of Council business, but this does not mean that we have not 
been working away on behalf of the town its residents and  
businesses.  
     Due to a complete breakdown in communications on the part of 
the District Council, who gave us just one weekôs notice of the 
event, possibly one of the most important meetings of the year  

attracted just four residents and no Town Councillors. The meeting 
was a presentation by the District Council on the budget plans for 
2010/2011 and how these will affect our Council Taxes.  
     Neither Shipston Town Council nor the District Council are  
immune from the current global economic troubles. The level of 
grant from Whitehall, which offsets an element of the Council Tax, 

is likely to be reduced ï or at best, kept to the 2009/2010 levels ï 

and there is the equal likelihood that the level of Council Tax  
increases will be controlled (or ñcappedò) by national government. 
The affect of this will be for us all to see a reduction in  
non -essential services and a lessening of funding for local  
organisations.  
     The Town Council is currently in the process of determining the 

precept for next year and we too have to take account of the  
constraints that will be placed upon us.  
     As you will read elsewhere in the Forum, all is not doom and 
gloom.  
     The survey presented at the District Council Consultation  
meeting showed Shipston in a very positive light, with 86% of us 
being satisfied with Shipston as a place to live and 74% of us  

having a strong sense of feeling of belonging to our immediate 
neighbourhood.  
     Perhaps in 2010 we can back up these survey findings by  
becoming more involved in the community which would help  
everyone. Letôs hope so. 
     Finally I was delighted to attend the High School Awards  

Presentation. It struck me that the successes of the students is not 
only a credit to their teachers, but also, as they finish their  
education, hopefully returning to Shipston, they are the residents of 
tomorrow and it is up to us all to ensure that they will live and work 
in a thriving, successful community, which it is our responsibility to 
provide for them.  
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Stratford upon Avon Citizens 
Advice  Bureau wi l l  be  
re - instating its outreach office 
in Shipston - on - Stour from  

Monday November 16th, 2009, 
after a gap of over three years.  
     The charity has established 

an office within the Town  
Council office in Clark House, 
West Street, thanks to a one 
year funding grant from  

Warwickshire County Councilôs 
S t r a t f o r d  u p o n  A v o n  
Community Development Fund. 
ñWeôre very grateful for the 
Councilôs support, though we 
remain conscious of the current 

pressure on budgets due to the 
financial crisisò, says Bureau 

Deputy Manager, Sara Cole. 
ñWeôre going to be very reliant 
on charitable donations locally 
if weôre to guarantee the  
outreach officeôs long term  

future.ò 

     The office will be attended 
by an experienced, qualified 
advisor every Monday between 
the hours of 10.00 and 13.00 

and free, confidential, impartial 

advice will be given on a wide 
range of issues affecting  
peopleôs daily lives, from debt 
and divorce to employment and 
housing.  
     There is an appointments 

s y s t e m  i n  p l a c e  a n d  
p rospect i ve  c l i ent s  are  
requested to phone for an  
appointment, as people without 
one who just drop in will not be 
able to be seen. The number to 

call for an appointment is 
01789 261966   

Patricia Squires, CAB Outreach 
Worker for Shipston  

How safe are your slippers?  
  
The Warwickshire Slipper  
Service aims to reduce falls and 

the fear of falling by providing 
good quality affordable slippers 
t o  o l d e r  r e s i de n t s  o f  

Warwickshire.   
     Joint working between 
PHILLIS with Age Concern  
W a r w i c k s h i r e ,  N H S  

W a r w i c k s h i r e  H e a l t h  
Development Officers, Carers 
Support agencies and voluntary 
and community organisations 
will provide an equitable,  
sustainable countywide Slipper 

Service.   
     Badly fitting, damaged and 

worn out slippers increase the 
risk of a person falling at home. 
This service aims to replace old 
slippers with new footwear for 
only £5.00 a pair, and to  

provide falls prevention advice.   
     This service is countywide 
and slippers are available for 
any Warwickshire resident over 
50 years of age.  
     BUT you must try before 
you buy to make sure the  

slippers are a good fit.  

     Estimates are that between 
20 - 30% of falls can be  
prevented.  Falls and fractures 
are a major cause of disability 
and mortality for older people 

in Warwickshire.  
     Slippers are available in 
ladiesô size 3-8 and menôs size  
6-12, the slippers have a Velcro 
fastening ensuring the slippers 
can be easily adjusted for a 
snug and tailored fit.  

     This service is available 

across the county to find out 
about your local distributor call 
the PHILLIS team on 01926 
731142.  

Stratford - on - Avon District 
Council would like to reassure 
and remind residents that the 

green garden waste service will 

not be suspended this year.  
     Residents are reminded to 
continue to use their green bin 
for grass cuttings, small 
branches, plants and weeds 
together with kitchen waste 
including cooked and raw 

meats and vegetables.  
     The green bins must be left 
at the property boundary, 
unless you receive an assisted 
collection, with the lids down 

and there is a limit of 2 bins 

per household per collection 
every other week.  
     As an alternative home  
composting is an inexpensive, 
natural process that transforms 
your kitchen and garden waste 
into a valuable and nutrient 

rich food for your garden. It is 
natureôs way of recycling and 
helps to reduce the amount of 
organic waste going to landfill 
and improves the quality of 

your soil and can offer a  
beautiful and productive  

garden.ò  

Green Waste  

Collection Continues 
through the Winter  

For details of composters visit:  

www.wcc.getcomposting.com  

Grants for Shipston  

Residents Affected 
by Flooding  

     On Saturday 6th February 
2010, an exhibition of flood 
defence equipment will be 
staged at Shipston High School.  

     Residents who attend this 
exhibition and order equipment 
will be able submit grant  
applications to the Town  
Council for a contribution to the 

cost.  
     Full details will be published 

in the January issue of the  
Forum.  

http://www.wcc.getcomposting.com
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ñCut the Wrapò 

On Saturday November 14 th   
outside the Shipston Co -op,  
Transition Shipston mounted a 
d isp l ay  o f  unnecessa ry  

packaging and information 
about how we can act to reduce 
the pile of packaging that  
surrounds our shopping.  
     The Co - op is involved  
because of its good record for 
working to improve its  

environmental record, and is 
also giving away 50 Fair - trade 
cotton shopping bags.  
     Shoppers were invited to 
leave their excess packaging so 
that Transition Town volunteers 

could take as much as possible 
for recycling.  

One of the aims of Transition 
Towns is to encourage people 
to shop locally, to support the 
local economy and use less 

petrol. In Shipston, itôs a 
known fact that many people 

drive 20 miles or more to shop 
in a big supermarket on the 
grounds that they save money.  
Two Transition Town members 
decided to investigate if this is 

so.  
     Jo Taylor drove to one of 
the major supermarkets in 
Stratford -upon -Avon to do her 
family weekly shop for two 
adults and two children.  She 

made a shopping list after  
planning a weekly menu and 

taking into account items  
already in her cupboards and 
freezer.  On a Thursday  
morning Jo drove to Stratford 
and spent 45 minutes in the 

Store. She kept to her list,  
buying 41 items including 
meat, fruit, vegetables, dairy 
products, pet food, cleaning 
materials, childrenôs snacks, 
staple groceries etc. Jo said 
ñThis was a stressful shopping 

experience -  I spent a lot of  
time spent apologising to other 
shoppers and to members of 
staff who were also ñshoppingò 
on behalf of customers as the 
aisles in the store were so 

busy, although the checkout 
service was fastò. The cost was 
£61.23, and Jo spent a total of 
1hr 35mins travelling from the 
centre of Shipston -  a 20 mile 
round trip in the car.  
     The second volunteer, Helen 

Winnifrith, armed with the 
same  shopping list, set off to 
compare the prices and  
shopping experience in local 
shops in Shipston. She said 
ñThe shopkeepers were helpful 
and understood that I didnôt 

actually want to buy all the 
products, but just to write 
down the prices. I visited both 
s u pe rm a r ke t s  a nd  f i v e  
independent traders. Including 
time to write down the prices, 

and allowing for paying in each 
shop, it took 50 minutes .  

Does it costs more to 

shop locally?  

As usual, everyone was very 

friendly and helpful and I had 
time to chat to friends.ò  
Five items werenôt available, 

and were omitted  rather than 
using substitutes -  these were 
deducted from the supermarket 
total. Prices varied across 
items, some cheaper in the big 
supermarket, some cheaper in  
Shipston. In some cases there 

were different  package sizes, 
but cost/weight arithmetic  

allowed a proper comparison. 
Over the 41 items, the  
Shipston shop cost   £2.75 
more. Jo said, ñWhen I take my 

petrol costs into account, it 
would actually have been  
cheaper and quicker to shop 
locally in Shipston.ò 
     Jo and Helen realise this 
wasnôt a completely scientific 
comparison, but both tried to 

be impartial and were quite 
surprised at the result.  All fruit 

and vegetables were cheaper in 
the Shipston greengrocer than 
in any supermarket, except for 
bananas, which were cheapest 
in one of the Shipston  

supermarkets. Helen said ñWe  
hope we may have done  
something to convince people 
that shopping locally can be the 
best value, as well as a more 
pleasant and less stressful  

experience.ò  

The angling club previously  
reported the sad death of one 
of its original founder members 
Walter Steele. He enjoyed his 

time with angling friends by the 
river in competitions and  
latterly as a pleasure angler.  
His family have now kindly  
provided the club with a new 
trophy to be added to the  

competitive fixture list next 

season.  
     We are also pleased to  
acknowledge a welcome  
donation from Stour Valley  
Lions aimed specifically at  
e n c o u r a g i n g  S h i p s t o n  

youngsters to take up angling. 
In recent years there has been 
a lack of young anglers taking 
up the sport. The Lions  
purchased TEN junior member-
ship cards and the club then  

contacted Shipston High School 

to offer the membership cards 
and coaching to students.  
     Each year Rob Fairbrother a 
teacher at the school offers 
students two days fishing  
d u r i n g  t h e i r  s u m m e r  
enrichment days. Twelve  

students attended Lemington 
Lakes  each  day  some  
already accomplished, some 
novices and some using the 

days to try it out. Shipston  
Angling club supported the 

school enrichment days by  
providing experienced club 
members to assist and coach 
the students to ensure they 
enjoyed the experience and 
caught fish. Following the two 
days fishing ten of the students 

to receive the membership 
cards and these were presented 
in time for the summer  
holidays. The photograph below 

shows a young angler proudly 
examining his catch   

Shipston - on - Stour  

Angling Club  



SHIPSTON FORUM SHIPSTON FORUM ςς  December  2009December  2009ττPage 6Page 6  Local News and InformationLocal News and Information  

So what actually is a Young Carer?  
     Put simply a young carer is a young person who lives with 
someone who has an illness, disability, mental health or  
substance misuse problem. They may also be taking on practical 

and/or emotional caring responsibilities that would normally be  
expected of an adult.  
     This can involve physical care such as giving medication, helping 
someone get up, get dressed or to get around, or it could mean 
p r o v i d i n g  e m o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  s u c h  a s  
listening to and looking out for them. In addition they may look  

after siblings and do much of the household chores.  

     Young Carers are at risk of social isolation, bullying,  
under -achievement, absenteeism from school, and physical and 
mental ill health.  
     Warwickshire Young Carersô Project currently works with over 
400 young carers aged 8 to 18 and provides a range of services to 
support them. This includes:  

¶ one - to -one support,  

¶ regular group sessions,  

¶ days out,  

¶ short breaks  

¶ support at school.  

     We have recently started to run a brand new Young Carers 
group at the Outhouse youth club in Shipston, which young carers 
in the area can join.  
     Please get in contact if you think youôre a young carer and 

would like to come along  or if you would like to receive  
further information, contact:  
Warwickshire Young Carers' Project  
Tel: 01926 485486 E -mail: info@warwickshireyoungcarers.org.uk  

Your representative on:  

Age Concern, Shipston and District:  
Our local Age Concern is part of a much wider federation but is run 
by a keen group of local trustees, supported by teams of  
volunteers.   
     Eight years ago, I was nominated by Warwickshire County 

Council to represent its interests locally at Age Concern, Shipston 
and District where I have now been the Chair of Trustees for the 

last eighteen months.  
       Each Age Concern, and there are more than 350 in England, 
operates as a separate charity and provides a range of services to 
the elderly.  We operate right here in our neighbourhood and  
benefit local people.  

     Age Concern, Shipston and District operate lunch clubs,  
excursions and toe nail clipping services for our members.  We keep 
our costs to a minimum by using volunteers to cook and serve 
meals and run a programme of trips.   
     Our teams of volunteers get a great deal of satisfaction form 
working with our club members who enjoy the company of others 

t h e y  m i g h t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  s e e .   W h i l s t  I  
cannot deny the odd crisis, by and large it can be fun.     

     Why not come and join us as a volunteer cook or driver?   
Without new blood, all our services are at risk.  

Brian Fletcher, the SCAN  
Chairman, welcomed current 
and new members to the  
meeting and, in particular, 

thanked Brian Tafft for the time 
he had given to the Shipston 
SCAN group as Chairman and  
presented him with a card and 
gift from the members to show 
their appreciation.  

     Following reminders of 

events being held, Brian  
introduced the first speaker, Jo 
Payne of Warwickshire and 
N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e  A i r  
Ambulance.  Jo spoke with 
great enthusiasm of her  

involvement in the service from 
its beginnings at Coventry  
Airport in 2003 when one of our 
local residents, Andy Lyne,  
volunteered to assist with the 

development of the Air  
Ambulance base.  Funding of 

the work undertaken by the 
service still relies on the  
voluntary assistance of many 
people as there is no  
government funding.   
     The service is the busiest in 
the UK, responding to 5 -  14 

calls per day and costing 
£4,000 a day to run.  The  
helicopter is an Agusta 109E 
Power and is the fastest aircraft 

in the UK being airborne in 45 
seconds and able to reach  

anywhere in Warwickshire 
within 9 minutes.   
     The team consists of 3  
pilots, 12 doctors and 12  
paramedics whose skills enable 
many lives to be saved as they 
can deal with injuries at the 

scene of an accident before 
transferring patients quickly to 
the best hospitals in the area 
where they can receive the 

relevant care, for example to 
S t o k e  M a n d e v i l l e  o r  
Birmingham.  Speed is of the 

essence when dealing with any 
injuries. and Jo advised that, 
without the Air Ambulance, 
more people will die.   
     Jo concluded by repeating 
that the service is reliant on 

fundraising to pay the costs of 
the aircraft and medical staff.   
     More information can be 

found on the websi te : 
www.wnaa.co.uk  



District & County  News  
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To respond to stories describing me as ill, I must assure you that I am now over a 
pretty bad dose of the óflu and am grateful to those who showed their concern.   
     Most people referred to it as Man - flu but I would not wish it on anyone, male or  
female!  

Horton Hospital, Banbury  

Local residents have, for sometime, been able to make use of óThe Hortonô, which is governed by the 
Radcliffe Trust based at its much larger sibling in Oxford.  The Radcliffe Trust has published a  
consultation to reduce its maternity and paediatric centre at Banbury from a 24 hour to a daytime only 
service.  Among other things, they blame the EU Working Time Directive that reduces doctorôs hours of 
duty and limits opportunities for work based training.  

     I am not sure what will happen for two reasons.  Babies about to be born choose their own arrival 
times and have not been conditioned to the Working Time Directive.  Significantly, I understand that the 
PCT has said that it may not commission any significant transfer of cases from Banbury to Oxford due to 
problems with getting to the hospital in Oxford!  Stalemate, which helps to protect the Horton.  
     As I write, there is an ongoing dialogue to resolve this issue and I am watching matters closely.  
Traffic and highways  

Just as the Long Marston Eco - town proposals seem dead in the water, up pop developers St Modwen 
with a plan to build 650 holiday homes, a further 150 self catering holiday lodges, a touring caravan 
park and expanded industry in place of some of the railway sidings on the site.  

     Why should that affect Shipston?  Everybody will have to travel about for most of their basic needs 
and that means traffic on our roads.  I doubt if our shops will benefit much, but we will suffer as the 
local country lanes will not cope with the extra traffic.  As business entities, will the extra óhomesô  
provide us with extra Council Tax to help maintain the roads?  You bet!  
 

Chris Saint  

The proposal from the Shipston Town Management Partnership to take on the running of the District 
Council  office in Telegraph Street has not received initial support from Councillors at the District  

Council.   
     The matter will now be going to a meeting of the Council's Cabinet.   

     I would suggest that if this scheme is going to succeed, letters need to be written to the District 
Council showing public support for a scheme that will enable a 'One Stop Shop' to be created in  
Shipston.   
     Either write to Paul Lankaster, Chief Executive of the Council or send letters to me and I will pass 
them on.  
     At October's Town Council meeting we were asked by a member of the public about the empty site 
at the corner of Green Lane and Campden Road (The Old Power House).   

     I have made enquiries and find that a planning application was made in 2005 ( 05/03594/FUL ), this 
was refused by the District Council but  permission was given to build 6 dwellings with car parking by an 
Appeal Inspector on 2 nd . May 2007.   

     This permission runs out on 2 nd   May 2010 unless building has started before then.   
     I have been in contact with the Environment Agency about the report that is being prepared  
regarding the flooding of the Stour and possible means of remedying the problem.   

     A draft report has been prepared, the full report is due in the Spring.   
     If anyone would like to see a copy of this report I can email it to you. Unfortunately the Environment 
Agency do not seem to think that dredging of the river is necessary.  
     Finally, may I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and all the best for the New Year.  
 

Richard Cheney  
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SHIPSTON HIGH SCHOOL 
CELEBRATES AN OUT-
S T A N D I N G  Y E A R  O F 
ACHIEVEMENT  

On Thursday 12 th  November 
Shipston High School held its 
Annual Awards Evening which 
is the highlight of the school 

year.  The School Hall was 
packed to capacity with award 
winners, parents and invited 

guests.  The school was  
delighted to welcome Special 
Guest of Honour, Councillor Izzi 
Seccombe, Portfolio holder for 
Children, Young People and 
Families from the Warwickshire 

County Council, who presented 
the awards to over 100  
students. The school also  
welcomed back a record  

number of their students from 
Year 11 who left last Summer.  
     The awards that were  

presented included awards for 
outstanding achievement in the 
external examinations; for  
excellence in a particular  
subject or activity; for  
involvement in extra curricular 
activities including sport, music 

and drama; and for outstanding 
contributions to the wider  

community.   
     Two new special awards 
were also awarded. These had 
been generously donated by 

members  o f  o ur  lo ca l  
community:  The first of these 
was the óAngela Noyce Awardô 
which was presented to two 
students, Year 10 student  
Deborah Riches and Year 9  
student Ashley Foster, for their 

o u t s t and ing  a t tendance .  
Neither of the two award  

winners had had a single dayôs 
absence since joining the 
school in Year 7. The school 
was particularly delighted that 
the Mayor of Shipston, Alan 

Noyce, presented the new 
award in person.  
     The second new special 
award was the óShipston Probus 
25 th  Anniversary Awardô for  
service to the Elderly presented 

to Deborah Riches and Rachel 
Dyer for their work in the  

garden at Low Furlong Care 
Home.  

The award was donated to the 
school to mark the special  
anniversary of the Shipston 
Probus Club and again the 

school was delighted that four 
members of the Club attended 
the evening and that the  
President of the Club, Dr  

Michael Matthews was present 
at the ceremony to present the 
award in person.  

     Towards the close of the 
evening Councillor Seccombe 
spoke to the audience of  
students, parents and guests. 
She praised the students for 
their outstanding achievements 

and noted how far the school 
had improved in recent years 
and how highly it was regarded 
by the County Council.  She 

was genuinely impressed she 
said with the enthusiasm,  
energy and total commitment 

of the students. óThis is,ô she 
said, óan excellent school.ô 

SCHOOL RAISES RECORD 
SUMS FOR CHARITY  
The High School places great 
importance on its place in its 

local and wider community. 
One way it expresses this  
commitment is in its work to 
help others. Since starting back 
in September the students at 
the school have been active in 
leading some enterprising  

char i ty fund - ra is ing.  In  

October, Head Prefect, Vicky 
B o t t i n g ,  o r g a n i s e d  a 
óJeans4Genesô day and raised 
over £350 for research into 
childrenôs genetic disorders.  In 

November the senior prefects 
organised an ñItôs a Knockoutò 
style competition across the 
school to raise funds for  
Children in Need and in  
December the school is helping 
charities closer to home in  

supporting the work of the 
Shakespeare & Myton Hospices.  

Pictured: Senior prefects test 
out the ñItôs a Knockoutò  
obstacle course  

STOP PRESS!  
We have just heard that  
Shipston High School has been 
awarded  the coveted óGreen 

Flagô award for its outstanding 
work for the environment.  
     The new award will go 
alongside other recent awards 
including óArts Markô status and 
óHealthy Schoolsô status.   
     Head teacher, Jonathan 

Baker, said, óThis is another 
fabulous achievement for the 

school.ô  
     He then joked. óWith all 
t h e s e  l o g o s  w e  a r e  
accumulating I think we are 

going to need to find some 
much larger notepaper!  

HIGH SCHOOL REMEMBERS  

Shipston High School Head  
Prefect, Vicky Botting joined 
the Town Mayor and other  
dignitaries in laying a wreath of 

Poppies at the townôs war  
memorial as part of the  

Remembrance Day Parade and 
Service.  
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Get Connected  

Your local primary school has a 

brand new website and it's 
thanks to the contribution of 
pupils, parents and staff.  

     After months of hard work  
www.shipston.warwickshire.sch
.uk has now gone live and is 
supe rb l y  an imated  and  
complete with sound effects.  
The design ideas were devised 
by last year's Year 6 pupils and 

the homepage is based on the 
school's mural of the town 

which stands in the entrance 
hall.  
     By clicking on various  
hotspots, users can access a 

wealth of information including 
the new prospectus, school 
meals, class tours and video 
clips.  
     Head teacher Christian  
Hilton said: "After consultation 
with parents and carers last 

year, we asked the children to 
come up with creative ideas for 

the website and we are  
delighted with the results of 
this collaborative project."  
 

Don't fall foul of young  

people  
 

     Children, parents and staff 

are urging dog walkers to act 
responsibly and to clean up 
after their dogs to ensure the 
safety of others.  
     The narrow pavement along 

Tilemans Lane is a key route to 
school for pre -school and  

primary children alike and yet 
dog mess remains a problem. 
The school is also concerned by 
reports that people are  
exercising their dogs on the 
school field, thereby ruining 

playtimes and sports for pupils.  
     The school community is 
pleading with dog walkers not 
to trespass on the school 
grounds and to please ensure 

they clean up after their dogs 
on all routes.  

Doing the write thing  

Pupils were entertained and 
inspi red  by establ ished  
childrenôs author Adrian  
Townsend when he visited the 

school to share his writing 

ideas.  
     Adrian is best known for his 
popular Granôs Gang series, 
about four grandmothers who 
donôt know how to grow old 
gracefully, and Teachersô Tales, 

a book for older children which 
takes a wry look at the  
relationship between teachers 
and children.  
     From his perspective as a 
óreal writerô, Adrian  

demonstrated that good writing 
is exciting, enjoyable and  
attainable.  
     As well as reading from one 
of his own books, Adrian was 
more than happy to answer 
questions about his work as 

well as holding a later book 
signing for children and  
parents.  
     Adrian's visit ref lects  
Shipston Primary's commitment 
to literacy, and the school is 

about to embark upon its 'Big 

Writing' scheme to encourage 
every child to improve their 
writing skills and enjoy a love 
of books.  

Community counts  

Thanks to the local community, 
children at Shipston Primary 
have been involved in a  
Harvest Festival and have 

learnt about the sacrifice made 

by servicemen and women for 
Remembrance.  

Reverend Jill Tucker led a  
Harvest Festival Service at  
St Edmund's Church in which 

all children and the school choir 

played an active role.  
   The school was also treated 
to a 'police escort' along Church 
Street courtesy of the local  
Police Community Support  
Officers. PCSO Guy Blacklock 
has been developing strong 

links with the school as part of 
the Safer Schools initiative.  

World Music  

Shipston pupils were fortunate 
to watch a World Music  
Ensemble from Warwickshireôs 
County Music Service recently. 

The school was so impressed 
by the performance that it 
hopes to offer steel pans as 

part of its music provision in 
the future.  

     If you see someone allowing 

their dog to foul on the  
pavement and not clearing it 
away, they are committing an 

offence. Remember, it's your 
school and your town.  

     The children were also  

visited by  Richard Adams  of the 
Royal British Legion who led a 
school assembly and explained 

the meaning and importance of 
Remembrance.  
     Head teacher Christian  
Hilton said: "We would like to 
thank members of the local 
c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e i r  
contribution during Harvest 

Festival and Remembrance. By 
adding another dimension to 
school life, local people are  

enhancing learning and helping 
children to play a role in their 
local community."  
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H1N1 (swine flu) Vaccination  
 

The surgery is calling people in the priority groups, as identified by 
the Department of Health, to have their H1N1 vaccine. The priority 
groups are:  

Pregnant women  
Adults and children over 6 months of age with:  

Chronic lung disease  
Chronic kidney disease  

Chronic heart disease  
Chronic neurological diseases  
Diabetes  
Immunosupression  

Household contacts of those with immunosupression  
 

The supply of the vaccine is staged, and we have not yet received 
sufficient supply to vaccinate all of the people in the above groups, 

although further supplies are expected.  We therefore request that 
you do not call to make an appointment for your vaccine unless you 
have received a letter from us requesting that you do so.  
     If you have questions about the H1N1 vaccine please contact 
the swine flu information line on 0800 1513513, web 

www.direct.gov.uk/swineflu, or NHS direct on 08454647 web 
http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/  
 

Christmas Opening Hours  
Thursday 24 th  December  8.00 am -  1.00 pm and  

    2:30 pm ï 4.00 pm  
(Duty Doctor will be available on call 
until 6:30 pm)  

Friday 25 th  December   Closed  
Monday 28 th  December  Closed  
Tuesday 29 th  December  8.00 am -  6:30 pm  
Wednesday 30 th  December  8.00 am -  6:30 pm  

Thursday 31 st  December  8.00 am -  6:30 pm  
Friday 1 st  January   Closed  
 

The Medical Centre wishes all our patients a happy and healthy 
Christmas.  

We are pleased to report that 
the Lions have been successful 
in a grant application from the 
Orbit Heart of England  

Investment Fund. The grant 
has  been used to complete our 
Cinema Project to purchase a 

HD Projector (ceiling mounted), 
Blue Ray DVD player and large 
Electronic Projector Screen 
(ceiling mounted), all of which 

have now been installed at 
Shipston High School. As well 
as being able to show high 
quality HD Blue Ray DVD, there 
is also a connection for  
computers to enable the  

projection of photographs, 
power point presentations.  

      Shipston High School is a 
Specialist Technology College  

and the addition of this  
equipment will enable the 
school to extend the way it now 
communicates and provides 

education to its students.  
     The High School will make 
the equipment available to any 

organisation or community 
group who hires the hall, to 
show video, photographs or 
power point presentations in 

their meetings or other  
gatherings.  
The Lions are thrilled with this 
new permanent installation, to 
deliver our monthly community 
Film Shows. Previously the  

Lions had to hire, collect, erect, 
connect, dismantle and return a 
large amount of equipment to 

Blockley which took time.  

School & Community Improvement Project Success  

Pictured above are the Lions 
(roadies) cinema crew ï Left to 
right, David Squires, John  
Wilson, Judith Jackson, Adam 

Linforth, Keith Higginson and 
Brian Cooper who make it all 
run smoothly.  
     Congratulations to Judith 

Jackson who co -ordinated this 
project.  

http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/
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Since its inception in 1980 the 
Rotary Club of Shipston on 
Stour has been active in many 
community and fund raising 

activities which members  
thoroughly enjoy and gain  
tremendous satisfaction, but 
often our activities would not 
be as successful without active  

support and endeavours from 
m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  

businesses outside Rotary.  
     Events such as the Victorian 
Evening and the Tree of Life 
would not happen without the 
support of many businesses, 
from providing electricity for 

the stalls, provision of the 
stage and the steps and many 
other items that go towards 
making the Victorian such a  
success both for families and 

the many organisations that 
are fund raising.  

     The help and support is  
always provided without  
question, knowing that many 
will benefit both locally and  
further afield. Whilst the Club 
recognises the support by  
p e r s o n a l  t h a n k s  a n d  

recognition through their web 
site www.shipstonrotary.co.uk, 
this year the Club have  
i n t roduced  FRIENDS o f  

ROTARY. 
     The award gives recognition 

to those who have consistently  
supported the Club in their  
activities, provided benefits by 
their skills, enthusiasm and 
experience and helped to  
promote the ideals of Rotary.  
     The first recipients of the 

award are a group of  
individuals who each year have 
the facility for an annual visitor 
to meet local children. Each 

Victorian Evening, the Walrus 
Toy Shop in High Street,  
Shipston decorate and provide 

a large area of their shop for 
t he  be ne f i t  o f  F a the r  
Christmasôs grotto, providing a  
wonderful ambiance for both 
children and adults alike. Eileen  
Rollason, Lois Hopkins and 

Charlotte not only support the 
Victorian Evening but have on 
many other occasions, such as 

the launch of the Rotary Eco-
Bag provided immense support.  

On 29th September the Club 
were pleased to present Friends 
of Rotary scrolls to both Eileen 
and Lois, with Charlotte  

receiving hers at a later date  

At the October meeting of the 
Society William Trevethick 
spoke about ñThe War Poetsò.  
Trevôs timely talk concentrated 

on poets of the first World War, 
although he reminded us that 
this was not the only war that 
inspired poets and that not all 

the war poets were British.  
     Taking the Battle of the 
Somme as a watershed, Trev 

contrasted the war poetry  
written before 1916 with that 
written during 1916 and after.  
The Georgian poets flourished 
particularly between 1912 and 
1922.  

    Their poetry was dreamy, 
romantic, and hedonistic. In 
the early years of the war, po-
ets such as Laurence Binyon 

and James Elroy Flecker, con-
tinuing in this mode, laid em-
phasis on the beauty of  

sacrifice, the glory of battle, 
and the sp lendours o f  
patriotism.  
     The carnage of the Somme 
offensive changed all that. No 
longer were those men not in 
uniform taunted with white 

feathers.  
     E x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  

horrors of trench warfare and 
encounters with poison gas led 
poets to reject the facile  
heroics of the earlier years.  

Instead, their poetry was  
redolent of bloodshed, barbed 
wire, mud, droning shells and 
inglorious death.  
     Trevôs readings of the war 
poets illustrated the way  
increasing disillusion changed 

the style and subject matter of 
their work.     

     The poems written in the 
early years of the war with   

their descriptions of golden 
youth going forth to die for a 
noble cause were in stark  

contrast to the later poetry. 

ñDulce et decorum est pro  
patria moriò is one of the many 
poems that express the futility 
and the pity of war, and call 
forth images of suffering and 
endurance.  
     Trev extended the definition 

of war poets to include German 
poets and women poets.  The 
effects of conflict on the  
domestic arena  were vividly 

expressed in Jessie Popeôs 
poem ñSocksò while the final 

line of ñThe Veteranò by   
Margaret Postgate Cole shocks 
the reader to a re -appraisal of 
all that went before.  
     Trevôs account of the war 
poets showed how their lives 
and work have power to move 

us to this day.   



Whatõs On in & around Shipston  
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Festive Forum  
The Community Newspaper for Shipston -on-Stour 

Vol:3 Edition:12                                    December 2009  

Welcome to the 2009 Festive Forum, a  

supplement of humour, quizzes and useful  

information to get Christmas off with a bang.  

On behalf ofd everyone involved in bringing the 

Shipston Forum to you throughout the year, may 

we wish you a very happy Christmas.  


