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Crowds Flock to 
Victorian Evening  

A Warm Welcome from the Mayor  

The Tree of Life shines in the town  

Crowds fill the High Street  

Shipston in Bloom and Wool Fair 
Stalls add to the fun  

Closed.....but the Fight 
Goes On!  

Whilst the SDC Area Office closed its 

doors on 30th November, Shipston Town 
Management Partnership continue to 
fight for it to remain as a much -needed 

asset for the town and surrounding area.  

     The Partnership have continued to lobby all District and County 
Councillors, Parish Councils and Meetings, Parish Newspapers and 
John Maples, MP, asking that everyone puts as much pressure as 
possible on the District Council Cabinet, to re - think the proposal to 

return the building into residential accommodation.  
    It is known that countless letters and e -mails have been sent to 
the Leader and Deputy Leader of the District, wholeheartedly  
supporting the case for it to remain as a valuable resource for the 

community. The matter will be discussed by the Cabinet on 4th 
January.  

Town Council Freezes Council Tax  

The town council has once again put a freeze on any increase in the 
Town Council element of the council tax. In setting the 2010 -11 

precept ï the spending request to the district council, members of 
the Town Council unanimously agreed to the details of the financial 

budget for next fiscal year.  
     In order to achieve this we will have to keep a better control 
over our costs, and have taken a cautious approach in allocating 
money towards grant requests. Not surprisingly in the current  
economic climate, funding for many organisations has become 
tighter, and requests for grants from the Town Council has been 
greater than in previous years. We have tried to be as supportive as 

possible towards the many deserving local organisations,  
unfortunately not all requests will be able to be met.  
     Your Town Council is planning expenditure of £257,000 in 2010 -
11, down nearly £7,000 from the 2009 -  2010 expenditure. This  

expenditure covers the cost of maintaining and insuring town  
property and equipment, in employing the council staff to provide 

town council services and to pay for publicity including the web site 
and Forum. The expenditure also includes the grants awarded by 
the Town Council to local organisations. Town Council income in 
2010 -11 is budgeted to be slightly lower than the current year at 
£20,000, mainly from street cleaning contracts, burial fees and  
allotment charges. This means that we are planning to reduce  
reserves by £12,000, £5,000 less than the current budget. Overall 

council reserves remain healthy, and provide provisions to replace 
old equipment as with the recent replacement of the Hawthorn Way  
play area.  

     In 2009 -10, the Town Council element of the council tax came 
to £108 for the year for each qualifying property, and it is  
anticipated that this might reduce slightly in 2010/11 as the  
number of qualifying properties increase.  

     The Town Council are pleased that they have been able to put 
together a budget that maintains services while not increasing the 
burden on the council tax payer.  



From the Editor  
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Council News in 
Brief  On Page 4 of this Forum you 

can read a short article from 
the  Warwicksh i re  Rura l  
Community Council, which  

invites everyone to ñhave their 
sayò about what goes on 
around them.  
     On two occasions, recently, 
residents of Shipston have had 
the opportunity to attend  
meetings staged by Stratford 

District Council which again 

offered us the opportunity to 
voice what we expect from the 
Council. At the first meeting, 
just four residents turned up, 
whilst at the second this was 

increased to five, plus a handful 
of Town Councillors (none of 
whom had attended before).  
     There was a similar meeting 
a imed at  the business  
community, at which only Cllr 
Ian Cooper, in his capacity as 

Chairman of Stour United  
Businesses and myself were 
present.  
     Do you see a pattern 
emerging?  
     The plain truth is that all 
residents do have the chance to 

influence what goes on in  
Shipston, but this needs some 
small effort on our part.  
     Whilst the deadline for  
submission has not come, there 
has been a tremendous  

response to the survey about 
possible fairs and events in 
Shipston, which has included 
many constructive comments ð
and yes, criticisms.  
     There have also been a 
number of respondents who 

have indicated their prepared-
ness to help with such events 
as may be staged.  
     To everyone who took the 
time to respond we offer our 
thanks. The analysis of the  

responses will be provided to 

the Town Council and we look 
forward to their thinking as to 
how we might take this  
forward.  
     So how about a New Yearôs 
Resolution to ñget involvedò. 

We may not always get what 
we want but then if we do not 
have our say, then there is  
little use in complaining.  
     Letôs hope that 2010 will be 
a great year for Shipston.  

Bob Tolley  -  Editor  

Almost There!  
Hopefully by the time that the 
next issue of the Forum is  
published, ñSceapò - Shipstonôs 
new sculpture ð will be in 

place on her plinth on the Mill 
Street Gyratory.  
     Funded by the Better  
Welcome Award, Stratford Dis-
trict and Shipston Town  
Councils, the sculpture will join 

the new maps in the town & 

plaques on historic buildings.  

The primary purpose of the  
December meeting of the Town 
Council is for members to ratify 
the details of the annual  

precept which forms the Town 
Council element of the Council 
Tax.  
     The detail  had been  
discussed in depth at the last 
meeting and, having been  

considered by councillors, the 

figures presented were agreed 
by all members of the Council.  
     Cllr Ian Cooper has  
written a brief overview which 
appears on the front page of 
this issue. Cllr Philip Vial  

proposed a vote of thanks to 
Cllr Cooper for the considerable 
work that he had contributed to 
preparing the precept figure 
which was wholeheartedly  

endorsed by the Council.  
     Other matters raised at the 

meeting included the issue of 
the location of the bus stop, 
outside the old Red Lion in 
Church Street. Cllr Mrs Alison 
Henderson reported on a 
complaint received from the 
owner of the property on the 

inconvenience and problems 
that this causes. In view of the 
complexity of the issue, it was 
agreed to defer this for full  

debate at the January meeting 
of the Council.  

     Cllr Cooper tabled details of 
a new modern shelter for the 
use of young people at the 
skateboard park and it was 
agreed that the General  
Purposes Working Group would 
investigate this further.  

     Cllr Cooper also suggested 
that consideration might be 
given to purchasing an electric  

vehicle to replace the current 

one used by the Council work 
team.  
     Again this is to be  

considered by the General  
Purposes Working Group.  
     Cllr Mrs Jane Pearce 
raised two issues concerning 
the provision of services for the 
elderly population of the town 
referring to the WCC ñHave 

Your Sayò initiative and those 
discussed by SCAN. Again, this 

being a somewhat detailed  
issue it was agreed that the 
necessary research would be 
undertaken so that it could be 

discussed fully at the January 
meeting.  
     Cllr Mrs Jackie Warner 
raised the increasingly serious 
issue of parking in the Driftway 
w h i c h  c a u s e s  g r e a t  
inconvenience to through traffic 

and presents a potential hazard 
to pedestrians. This being a 

matter for WCC Highways, it 
was agreed to brief them on 
this issue.  
     Cllr Mrs Fay Ivens  
reported on the recent visit by 

Ofsted inspectors to the High 
School (see Page 15 of this  
issue) and the award of the 
Green Flag environmental 
award to the school.  
     Remaining with the subject 

of the High School, Cllr Paul 
Rathkey  reported on meetings 

that he has attended to discuss 
the possible formation of a 
Sixth Form, the early signs  
being very positive.  
     Finally, Cllr Simon Welch 

reported that erection of new 
fencing for the allotments in 
New Street is now complete .  
     The Mayor closed the 
meeting by wishing everyone a 
very merry Christmas and a 
happy and peaceful new year.  



From the Mayor  
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Bishop Graces Shipston with Visit  

The Bishop of Coventry, The Rt 
Revôd Dr Christopher  
Cocksworth led the Civic  
Service for Shipston -on-Stour 

on Sunday 22 nd  November in 

the Parish Church of St  
Edmund.  
     In his sermon, the Bishop 
spoke of Shipston as a  
flourishing town with great 
promise and potential, where 

the community come together 
to build on the foundation laid 
by generations past and  
present.  

     The church was packed for 
this annual event, with mayors 
a n d  m a y o r e s s e s  f r o m  
throughout South Warwickshire 

joining representatives of the 

Town Council, the townôs many  
voluntary organisations and 
residents.  

Photograph The Bishop of  
Coventry with the Mayor, Cllr 
Alan Noyce and his consort, Mrs 
Veronica Murphy  

VIP Visitor for  
Local Schools  

December 1st was a ñRed  
Letter Dayò from both of  
Shipstonôs schools, when they 
were visited by Cllr Gill Roache, 

Chairman of Stratford District 
Council.  

Left to Right:  
Chris Saint (Governor), Verity 
Bown, Elliot Robins, Jonathan Baker 
(Head Teacher), Cllr Gill Roache, 
Trevor Russel (Chair of Governors), 
John Beauchamp and Bob  
A r ms t r ong  (V ice  Cha i r  o f  
Governors.  

     Cllr Roache was escorted on 
a tour of the school by Year 11 
students, Verity Bown, John 
Beauchamp and Elliot Robbins, 

where she saw many of the 
students engaged in their  
studies.  She was then  
entertained by the Head 
Teacher, Governors and  
students in the school canteen.  
     Cllr Roache then moved on 

to Shipston Primary School 

where she was greeted by 
Head Teacher Christian Hilton, 
stopping for a photo shoot with 
students Holly Holcombe and 
Oscar Gamboa -Collyer, Trevor 

Russelða Governor of the 
School and the Head.  

     Cllr Roache commented on 
the fact that it has been many 
years since a Chairman of the 
District Council had been  

invited to undertake such a 
visit and, as a former school 
teacher, herself, she was most 
impressed with the work being 

undertaken by students at both 
schools.  

     It seems to me that this is what living in a small town, like  
Shipston, is all about. We are a true community; sometimes we 
have our disagreements and at others, such as the Wool Fair in May 

we come together to celebrate what we share.  

     I was very grateful to have attended the awards evening at the 
High School, not just to have the opportunity to present the new 
trophy dedicated to the memory of Angela, but also to see so much 
talent amongst the students. It is a pity that we lose them at the 
age of sixteen when they go off to continue their education and we 
can only hope that once qualified, they will be drawn back to  
Shipston and be able to contribute to the growth and development 

of the town which the Bishop of Coventry described as  
having great promise and potential.  
     I would also like to say a special thanks to the numerous  
voluntary groups and organisations that do so much to assist those 
in need of help and support. Many of the older residents of the town 

have given so much in the past and it is only right that, in whatever 

way, we can repay them with our help and consideration.  
     I read, with interest the article in last monthôs Forum concerning 
the survey carried out on the comparison of shopping costs in  
Shipston and Stratford. I would like to thank Jo Taylor and Helen 
Winnifrith for taking this on. It is yet another example of  
people caring enough about Shipston to undertake such activities.  
     2010 will not be an easy year ðwe are not isolated from the 

wider economic circumstances and other issues which affect both 
our country and the wider world.  
     Finally, a few more ñthank youôsò; to Georgina Beaumont and 
Bill Robinson and the staff for the tremendous hard work that they 
contribute and to Revôd David Thurburn-Huelin for the excellent 

Civic Service. Your support is much appreciated.  
     Letôs hope that by working together we can continue to make 

Shipston a happy, safe and prosperous place in which to live and 
work.  
Wishing you a Happy & Peaceful New Year  

For obvious reasons, 2009 has not been the 
best year of my life, but as I think back over 
recent months, I am touched by the many, 
expressions of kindness that I have received, 

some from those of you who I have known 
for years and in some cases, from complete 
strangers.  
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The 2009 Poppy Appeal totalled £9491.53 which is a magnificent 
increase of £1126 on 2008. In these harsh economic times this is 
an outstanding outcome for which the Legion thanks the generous 
people of Shipston, as would those from the ex service community 

who will receive assistance that depends on such funds being 

raised.  
     It should be mentioned that the Shipston Branch of the  
Legion also organises the Appeal collection in Brailes, Cherington, 
Stourton, Sutton -under -Brailes, Stretton -on-Fosse, Winderton,  
Barcheston, Willington, Tidmington and Burmington so equal thanks 
are due to all the folk who live in these villages.  

     The Forum December issue carried a further advertisement for 
our book "Shipston Remembers" saying that £10 is the cost. This 
should have read £12. The book continues to be available at the 
Post Office, By Chance and from Mike Ashley. Because sales have 
outstripped expectations a second edition is being published.  
     Lastly a request regarding the nuts and bolts daily business of 

the Legion, i.e. what we exist for.  

     Any ex serviceman or dependant including widows, be they 
members or not, are entitled to apply for assistance when they are 
experiencing hardship, or indeed loss of mobility where an  
electrically powered vehicle might help them for instance.  
     We depend on hearing of anybody who needs our  
help either from the individuals or from somebody who knows 

them. If we don't know we cannot provide help.  
     Also the Branch is very keen to expand its membership.  
     Any ex serviceman or woman should want to join we feel, and 
non ex -service people are also very welcome. The Royal British  
Legion is a grand organisation to be part of and costs very little. 
Members who from choice or other commitments participate very 
little in our activities, and we exert no pressure in this respect, gain 

great satisfaction from knowing that their modest annual  
subscription of £11 only contributes to enabling the Legion to  
continuously hold the government to account over its treatment of 
the Armed Forces as well as ex servicemen.  
     We would also like to thank the following local businesses for 
their support in providing prizes for the Christmas Bingo and Raffle.  

 
Lloyds Bank  HSBC Bank   Shipston Sports Club  
Headhunters  Co-op   Turners  
Somerfield  Taylors    John Lyne  
Rightons  Creature Comforts  Shipston Building Supplies  
Floras   E H Spencer   Coach & Horses  
Chrisôs  R Clarke   Mrs Brownôs Tea Rooms 

Ivy Heart  Walrus    Edward Sheldon  
Film Plus  By Chance   Halifax Building Society  
Falcon Hotel  George Hotel   Black Horse Inn  
BPS  Horseshoe Inn   White Bear  
The Bakery  Post Office   Staff at Seccombes  
Shipston Fish Bar    Shipston Bengal Cuisine  
 

Their generosity seems to have no bounds  
 
     We would also like to pay a special tribute to the Shipston 
Young Fire - fighters who turned out in their uniforms to sell poppies 
on the Saturday.  

    To all our poppy sellers and to everyone who gave their  

donations, we offer our gratitude.  

Warwickshireôs Adult Social 
Care Services are ñperforming 
wellò and improving outcomes 
for residents according to  

independent inspectors.  
     The ratings have been  
announced by the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC), which is 
the new health and social care 

regulator for England, whose  
a n n u a l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  

Warwickshireôs Adult Social 
Care Services found that the 
county continues to improve 
and sustain good standards.  
     In its report published in 
December, the regulator said 

that the county continues to 
ñperform well across the board 
and has achieved ñExcellentò, 
the highest possible rating, for 
ó m a ki ng a positive  

contributionò. 
     The commission said that 

WCC is providing improved 
health and emotional wellbeing, 
improved quality of life,  
increased choice and control of 
services. Praise was also given 
to the work that the council is 
doing to increase peopleôs  

economic wel lbeing and  
maintaining personal dignity 
and respect.  
    The service also leapt from 

an óadequateô last year to a 
óperforming wellô judgement in 

2008/9 for ófreedom from  
discrimination and harassmentô. 
This means that the council is 
óperforming wellô or óexcellentlyô 
in all categories.  
     Inspectors noted the way 
that the council is putting the 

customer in the driving seat 
and praised the increased  
number of people taking ôself-

directed supportô as a key 
strength. Self -directed support 
means that individuals are 
given money to buy the care 

they need and choose the kind 
of support that is right for 
them. It is widely known that 
older people receiving direct 
payments or personal budgets 
feel happierā more motivated 

and have improved quality of 
life and the council is  
encouraging and supporting 

even more people to take  
advantage of the scheme.  



Villages across Warwickshire are being urged to safeguard the  
future of their rural communities by making known their views on 
key issues.  
     Warwickshire Rural Community Council point out that many  

rural communities fail to take an active part in consultations or 

campaigns aimed at bringing out change for good, and believe that 
with better input from local villages, much more could be done to 
improve the quality of rural life.  
     Now they have launched a new plan to strengthen the voice of 
rural Warwickshire and are asking each and every local community 
group to play their part by joining a new, free register of  

supporters.  
     In order to effectively lobby local authorities, funding  
organisations and government agencies to take account of rural 
communities, the Council needs to know exactly what villages up 
and down Warwickshire think about a range of key issues.  
    They have launched a new free register of supporters, to provide 

a means of communicating with Warwickshire's rural dwellers and 
finding out what they have to say.  
     To join the register of supporters, please visit  

 www.ruralwarwickshire.org.uk   
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As the cold weather draws in, 
Warwickshire County Council is 
reinforcing the Governmentôs 
message for older people to 

óKeep Warm Keep Wellô by 
making leaflets available across 
the county.  

     Leaflets are now available in 
locations ranging from doctorsô 
surgeries through to libraries, 
disability day services and 

homes for the elderly.  
     Older people and those who 
are vulnerable to illness due to  
disability or health problems 
are particularly at risk during 
the winter months, yet a  

number of simple steps which 
are highlighted in the leaflet 

can keep people warm and 
well. They include heating your 
home, getting help with your 
bills, eating well, getting the flu 
jab and looking after yourself 

and others.  
     The County Councilôs  
Emergency Planning Unit and 
Adult, Health and Community 
Services are working closely 
together to ensure that the 
most vulnerable Warwickshire 

residents receive support this 

winter as part of their óWinter  
Capacity Planô. 
     M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  
available from Warwickshire 
County Councilôs Emergency 

Planning Unitôs website at 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/epu  
where a copy of the leaflet can 
be viewed or downloaded, the 
leaflet is also available in  
Warwickshire libraries, or from 
the reception points at each of 

the District and Warwickshire 

County Councilsô and one-stop -
shops.  

Hot on the heels of the Prime 
Ministerôs Personal Care at 
Home Bill, which was unveiled 
in the Queenôs Speech, carers 

closer to home in Warwickshire 
are standing up for their  
financial rights.  
     In Warwickshire alone there 
are 53,000 people caring for 

family members, partners or 
friends who are disabled, ill or 

frail.  However, many of those 
with caring responsibilities  
remain hidden and are unaware 
of their entitlements.  
    Organised by Guideposts, 
S o u t h  W a r w i c k s h i r e  

Carersô Support, Rethink and 
Warwickshire County Council, 
Carers Rights Day were held in 
a number of venues in  

December.  

     W a r w i c k s h i r e  C o u n t y  
Council has also updated its 
óCarers' Rights ï Carersô  
Benefitsô guide for carers with 

new sections on pension  

planning and what to do if you 
are considering giving up work 
to concentrate on your caring 
role. The guide is available 
from direct from Warwickshire 
County Council by calling 

0 1 9 2 6  4 1 0 4 1 0  o r  
visiting.warwickshire.gov.uk/
carers .  
     It is also available from 
G u i d e p o s t s ,  S o u t h  
Warwickshire Carers  Support 

Service and Rethink.  

Christmas & New Year Refuse  

Collection  
 

The following changes to refuse collection have 
been advised by Stratford District Council.  

Day of Collection  

Tuesday 29 December      collected: Thursday 31 December   
Tuesday 5 January         collected: Thursday 7 January   
Tuesday 12 January         collected: Wednesday 13 January   

http://www.ruralwarwickshire.org.uk/
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Warwickshire County Council is providing more support to local 
families to help the countyôs children to be the best they can be. 
     The councilôs Family and Parenting Support Team have  
introduced a new team of advisors who are working with priority 

school clusters to offer early support to parents and carers.  
     The Parent Support Advisorsô priority will be to address issues 
associated with transfer to primary school and secondary school, 
poor attendance and low attainment particularly with pupils aged  
5-12 years. They will work closely with parents of children in this 

age group and schools to find early solutions to problems which 
may affect achievement.  

     Families can make self - referrals to the advisors or be put in 
touch with them by any member of staff within the school or from 
an agency working with the school.  
     Once contact is made, the advisors will meet parents to identify 
any issues before putting together a short programme of help.  
     This can take the form of a series of one - to -one or group  

sessions to address concerns.  
     The advisors brief is broad, they may offer help with confidence 
building or provide practical advice about establishing a routine.  
     In many cases the advisors may be involved in looking for  
further support, for example, putting a family in touch with a  

benefits advisor or locate childcare.  
     For more information please call Warwickshire Family  

Informat ion Service on 01926 742274 or  v is i t  
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/fis  

More Family Support 

for Warwickshire  

Warwickshireôs Anti- bullying Partnership were raising  

awareness of bullying and helping schools and youth groups to 
tackle the issue in November.  
     The partnership were promoting support services,  

launching competitions and providing resource packs to schools to 
support national Anti -bullying Week which ran from 16 -20  
November.  
     This yearôs theme is cyber bullying and activities during the 
week focus on preventing and tackling harm caused by bullying 
online and via mobile phones.  
     Research carried out by the county partnership this year tells us 

that almost one in four young people have experienced cyber  
bullying, which is the intentional use of information and  
communication technology to cause distress or harm.  

     During the week two competitions were launched, one for  
primary pupils to design a óstay safeô mouse mat and another for 
older pupils to create a storyboard for an anti -bullying advert using 

video or audio.  
     These projects aim to get children and young people thinking 
about the theme and finding creative ways to get messages across 
to their peers.  
     The competitions will run until February 2010  
     For parents and carers, the county councilôs interactive learning 
portal www.we - learn.com features  

     A service booklet is available to download at 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/bullying. Sentinel ï a free  
software package to enable them to monitor and restrict their  

childrenôs access to inappropriate material online. 

Recycling Scheme 
Extended  

Stratford - on - Avon District 
Council is extending the  
recycling scheme it offers to 
residents in the District by now 

including softer plastics from 1 st  
December.  
     The new extended service 
will now include:  

Clean Aluminium foil  

Clean Yoghurt pots and  
      margarine tubs  

C l e a n  P l a s t i c  f o o d  
containers  

But not plastic food wrapping 
(cling film) or carrier bags.  
     Recycl ing rates have 
reached a record 63% with now 

over half of the District  
ho useho ld  was te  be ing  
recycled, re -used or com-
posted, compared to 47%  
previously. The rise is due to 

the District Councilôs new  
refuse and recycling service 

and the introduction of the blue
- lidded recycling bins, which is 
now being extended further.  
     As part of the extended  
recycling scheme the District 
Councilôs Cabinet has agreed 
additional funding to buy a 

small number of additional bins 
to help larger households  
contain their recycling. The  
District Council has also been 

successful in a bid for further 
funding to purchase some 

smaller bins which will better 
suit the needs of already  
identified households.  
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Warwickshire County Council 
has enlisted Twitter technology 
to give parents and carers  
advance notice of school  

closures this winter.  
     Twitter is the internet social 
network phenomenon where 
followers will be able to follow 

county council school closure 
updates, or ótweetsô as they are 
c o m m o n l y  k n o w n ,  a t  

twitter.com/wccschoolclosed  
     The site will provide an  
invaluable service for parents 
of county pupils if schools are 
forced to close due to severe 
weather conditions or through 

other emergency circumstances 
such as a flu pandemic.  
     The Twitter site will also 

p r o v i d e  v i s i t o r s  w i t h  
notifications of bad weather.  
     The venture onto Twitter is 
an exciting new development 

which we hope will prove to be 
a popular means for our  
parents and carers to monitor 
up - to - the -minute information if 
schools are affected by bad 
weather or any unforeseen 
emergencies.  

     This is just the latest 
method of alerting families to 

school closures ï the public can 
already receive updates 
through text and email, visiting 
the county council website or 

tuning into their local radio  
station.ò 
     Warwickshireôs free school 
closure text message service 
has approved popular with  
parents in previous years. The  
service automatically issues a 

text message to all users of the 
service when schools have had 

to close.  
     It only takes a couple of 
minutes to sign up online at 
www.warwickshi re .gov.uk/
schoolclosures Up to three 

schools can be selected by each 
user.  
     Subscription to the service 
expires at the end of the  
summer term each year, so 
parents and carers need to sign 

up at the start of each  

academic year to continue  
receiving updates.  

LORRAINE MANSFIELD of Orbit 
Housing Association (a Not For 
Profit organisation) was the 
second speaker at the SCAN 

November meeting.  
     L o r r a i n e  i s  t h e  
Extra Care Project Manager and 
explained that the aim of the 
project is to enable older  
people to maintain their  

independence in their own 

homes.   
     The association owns 31 
sheltered housing schemes in 
Warwickshire and these have 
staff on site during the day, but 
not at night when residents 

have a call line they can use in 
case of emergency.  
     Extra Care schemes have 
staff on site 24 hours a day but 
also encourage residents to 

take an active part in the  
organisation of their scheme.   

     One such Extra Care  
Retirement scheme, Briar Croft, 
is under construction in  
Stratford upon Avon on the  
Alcester Road, opposite the 
railway station.  
     Phase I is complete and 

Phase II is underway with one -
bedroom and two -bedroom 
apartments available on a part 
rent/part buy basis under their 

shared ownership scheme, and 
18 apartments available to 

rent.  
     The scheme is activity -
based and residents can use 
the fitness suite, the library/IT 
suite, arts and crafts room and 
there is even a hairdressing/
beauty salon on site.  

     Other members of the  
community are also welcome to 
use the facilities which include 
a restaurant and shop.  

     L o r r a i n e  o f f e r e d  a n  
invitation for members of SCAN 
to visit the scheme in January 

(a date to be arranged) when 
they will be able to fully  
appreciate this new concept of 
lifestyle being made available 
to the over 55ôs. 
 

     The next meeting of SCAN 
is at the Townsend Hall on 12th 
January 2010 at 10:00. Anyone 

with 50 years (or more!)  
experience of life is welcome.  

Stour Lifeboat  

It has been reported that the 

Warwickshire Fire and Rescue 
Service are proposing to invest 
in a lifeboat, not dissimilar to 

that pictured above, in use by 
the fire service in Liverpool.  
     The boat is intended to be 
used in the case of flooding, 
similar to that suffered by  
Shipston and surrounding  
areas, in 2007.  

     The proposal to obtain the 
boat is included in the  
Improvement Plan, which has 

recently been the subject of 
public consultation meetings 
and will increase to number 

available to cover the whole of 
the county from one to two.  



District & County  News  
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     You will read elsewhere in the Forum the good news from the District Council that plastic yoghurt 
pots etc. can now be put in the blue recycling bin. Also on the waste collection routine, please note that 

there will be a revised collection service over Christmas and the New Year, again details are elsewhere 
in the Forum or on the Stratford District Council website.  

     I am pleased to see that the new houses are now appearing on the London Road.  These are the 26 
affordable houses for rent or shared ownership, which will only be available to people who are either 
residents of or have a strong local connection, with Shipston.  
     On the matter of housing and planning, as a member of the Planning Committee I attended the 
meeting to consider the application by developers to create a village of 500 houses, plus 300 holiday 
homes and extend the current industrial use, at  the old MOD site at Long Marston. Having debated all 
the issues, I felt I had to agree with the local Parish Councils and District Cllrs. in the area concerned 

and vote against the proposal. The Committee voted in favour of the application though, by a majority 
of 1.  
     At this time of year we usually reflect on the past year before starting the new one, I would just like 

to say that I have enjoyed representing Shipston at the District Council and fighting to keep our local 
services.  The year was marred by a very sad event though, the sudden death of the Mayor elect,  
Angela Noyce, our thoughts are with her husband Alan and their family at this time.  

     We now look forward to an interesting 2010 -   May I wish you all 'A Happy New Year'!  

Richard Cheney  

Following on from my last report it seems that the issue of the District Council  
building in Telegraph St. being taken on by the Shipston Town Management  
Partnership, will be discussed by the SDC Cabinet at their meeting on January 4 th .   
    As I have said before, I do support this proposal and will be attending the  

Cabinet meeting to make the case for Shipston having the possibility of a full scale 
'One Stop Shop'  
     I am told that the Environment Agency report on the flooding problems will be 
presented to the Community Forum meeting on  25 th . February at Shipston High 
School. More details in the February Forum.  

Kerb Safe -  Shipston primary school award  

I was very pleased to visit an Assembly at Shipston Primary School recently and present a Kerb Safe 
Award to the children to celebrate their progress (or should I say prowess) at road safety.  
Warwickshire County Council runs courses at the school where road safety is not seen as an extra thing 
that they have to do, but something that can be a part of their normal every day planning.  The school 
also participates in cycle training schemes. The WCC Road Safety Unit provides a range of packs to help 

schools as well as trainers who work closely with the teachers and Shipston Primary takes the facilities 
offered seriously. ðWell done to all.  
Community Development Fund 2009/10  

There is clearly a high demand for grants from WCCôs Community Development Fund.  We have had a 

record number of applications by the closing date of 30 th  November.  I have been happy to support local 
organisations by endorsing all those that have been submitted. Where do we now go? A panel of  
Councillors will look at all the submissions and make its recommendations to the Area Committee. The 
committee will make its final decisions (and can override the panel) when it meets in Stratford on 27 th  
January.  

A bright new year?  

Letôs hope so, but the budget process that we shall conclude on 16th  February, does not give one a great 

deal of optimism.  The government, who make a poor job of controlling their own expenditure, pass 
Laws to make local government seek efficiency savings. Great and first class, but they also pass Laws to 
ensure that we work to higher standards in things like Social Service provision.  This costs more money. 
No wonder finances are at a premium and cannot meet all our aspirations for a public service. Those of 
you who have heard me say that County Councillors feel like the bit of rag at the mid -point of a Tug of 
War rope should not be surprised.  

However, my best wishes to you all for Christmas and a better New Year          Chris Saint  

New housing  

If the government endorse the recommendations of their own planning inspector, 
then Stratford District will have to identify sites for 375 houses a year under the  
Regional Spatial Strategy.  
So why in heavenôs name has the District Planning Committee approved plans for a 
new development of 500 houses at Long Marston?  A large bolt on to a village of 

about 180 homes!  This will make it more difficult to even build on a small scale in 

places like Shipston.  Hurrah say some, but those who want more low cost housing 
locally, will not be so pleased.  
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Taster Day at Stratford Girls 
Grammar School  
 
Five girls from Shipston High 

School were recently given the 
opportunity to experience a day 
in the life of a sixth former at 
Shottery. With academic  

standards constantly rising at 
Shipston, more and more girls 
are considering this as a viable 

option for sixth form study.  
Over the past few years,  
several girls have followed this 
route and have repeatedly  
received high praise for their 
positive attitude to study and 

contribution to their new school 
from Head of Sixth Form, Diana 
Brownhill.  
     Former Shipston Head girl 

Rachel Glover acted as host 
and guide for the girls  
throughout the day. Organised 

as ever, Rachel had a full  
programme of lessons for the 
girls to attend, based on their 
planned subject choices for 
Year 12. Politics rated as one of 
the dayôs favourites and 
Eugenie Valentin kept the staff 

on their toes in her modern 
language lesson, discussing 
university choices in fluent 

French. All in all, it proved to 
be a very successful day and 
has certainly encouraged the 

girls to keep working hard  
towards the grades needed for 
entry in September 2010  

One such curriculum innovation 
has been the introduction of a 
new ñIndependent Learningò 
course in Year 10. The aim of 

the course is to teach students 
how to become self -sustaining, 
s e l f - m o t i v a t e d  a n d  
self -confident learners with the 

ultimate objective of students 
developing the capacity to take 
responsibility for their own 

learning. In the new course 
students are encouraged to 
develop their initiative, along 
with their problem -  solving and 
thinking skills. At the start of 
each lesson students, with the 

support of a tutor, set their 
own learning objectives and 
targets and at the end of the 
lesson complete a detailed 

evaluation of their progress 
with this learning as well as 
their skills. Students are also 

required to grade themselves in 
consultation with their tutor.  
     The new course was the 
b r a i n c h i l d  o f  D e p u t y  
Head teacher Christopher White 
who leads on curriculum  
development at the school. He 

explains that the new course is 
just one way the school is  

responding to the changing 
needs of society in the 21 st   
century where employers are 
placing a premium on ñskillsò 

rather than just ñknowledgeò.      
    As Mr White explained ñWe 
live in an age where anyone, 
anywhere can simply log onto 
the internet  and have  
immediate access to an  
unbel ievable amount  o f  

information that would have 
been unthinkable only a few 

years ago. All the best research 
and evidence tells us very 
clearly that if our young people 
are going to compete in the 
new global economy where the 

very brightest students in 
countries like China and India 
outnumber our entire school 
population then they are going 
to need the skills and attitude 
to be able to adapt and  

s u c c e e d .  T h e  n e w 
ñIndependent Learningò course 

is one strategy the school is 
pioneering.   

 
S t u d e n t s  b e c o m e  
Independent Learners  
Over recent years Shipston 

High School has built up an 
outstanding reputation for  
curriculum innovation.  
     This was one of the many 
excellent features the recent 

Ofsted inspection singled out 
for its highest praise.   

We were delighted when Ofsted 
highly commended us for this 
important innovation.ò 
 

Shipston High Euroclub  
Euroclub was launched on 
Wednesday 9 th  December with 
a big party attended by  

eighteen students from Years 7
-10.   
     Students were treated to 

music, food and drink and  
completed a Euroquiz testing 
their general knowledge about 
Europe ï the best team scoring 
a magnificent 14/15 and  
winning a prize! The highlight 

of the event was undoubtedly 
the salsa dancing lesson led by 
Miss Lourdes Angulo in which 
all students performed a short 

routine with partners . 

Euroclub will meet twice a half 
term and future activities will 
include watching foreign  
language films, writing to  

pen friends, singing, foreign 
language drama and much 
more!   
     New members are welcome.  

Salsa dancing ð highlight of 
the evening  
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Shipston - on - Ice  
 
Shipston Primary's school hall 
will be transformed into an  

indoor ice rink on Saturday 
23rd January.  
    Children and adults are  
welcome to join the fun  
between 10.30am -4.30pm and 
help raise funds for the school. 
Tickets are £3 for primary 

school -aged children and £5 for 
everyone else, which includes 
hire of skates and 30 minutes 
on the synthetic 100sqm rink.  
     Shipston Primary School 
PTA will be running a barbecue, 

and refreshments and bacon 
rolls will be served throughout 
the day.  
     Head teacher Christian  
Hilton said: "It's an 'ice' way to 
spend the day and we're  
delighted to bring something a 

bit different to Shipston."  
     Early booking is strongly 
advised. Please call Sam on 
07545 987205 to reserve your 
skating slot. Payment will be 
required 2 days after booking.  
 

Green scheme branches out  
 
     Children have been planting 
trees and hedgerows as part of 
a conservation scheme run by 

the Woodland Trust.  

     The Year 6 pupils have  
e n h a n c e d  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
perimeter with sliver birch trees 
and native hedgerow species 
including hawthorn, holly and 
dogwood.  
     Thanks to the expert  

guidance of Sarah Wight of 
Shipston in Bloom and school 
caretaker Micky Cornock, it is 
hoped that the trees and 
shrubs be growing well into the 

next century when the  
children's grandchildren will be 

able to inspect their handiwork.  

     J u d o ,  a e r o b i c s  a n d  
parachute games were just 
some of the activities enjoyed 
by pupils during 'Healthy  

Lifestyles Day' at Shipston  
Primary School.  
     The school, which already 
has Healthy Schools Status, 
encouraged pupils to try  
something new on the day 

ranging from sports to snacks. 

Children made fresh smoothies 
and fruit salads and also learnt 
about healthy lunchboxes with 
the school nurse, Marion 
Murray.  
 

Christmas Presence  
 
     Pupils joined together with 
the local community in one 
voice when they sang at the 

Victorian Evening in the Square 
last month.   

     Head teacher Christian  
Hilton said: "The Victorian  
Evening in 2008 was one of my 
first experiences of Shipston 
and I was really keen to get the 
school involved with such a 
great community event. One 

year on, and thanks to the hard 
work of teachers Mr. Walsh, 
Mrs. Cartledge and over 40 
dedicated singers, Shipston -on-

Stour Primary School was very 
well represented."  

     After the Mayor switched on 
the Christmas lights, the school 
choir, whose sound was 
boosted by some teachers and 
Shipston High pupils, sang 
Once in Royal Davidôs City, 
Away in a Manager and then 

finished their performance with 
Amazing Grace. The choir were 
also lucky enough to be  
accompanied by Shipston Town 

Band, which included members 
from Shipston Primary School.  

Party Poop - ers  
 
Since the last edition of the 
Forum when Shipston Primary 

urged dog walkers to clean up 

their act, the school has been 
visited by Sophie Peacock, dog 
warden for Stratford District. 
Sophie, who gave Year 5 pupils 
stickers and signs to be  
displayed along the perimeter 

fence, will be increasing  
surveillance of the school 
grounds and surrounding 
paths.  

     So party -poopers beware, 
there is a fixed penalty notice 

of £75 for dog fouling, with a 
fine of up to £1000!  

     Mr. Walsh said: ñIt was 
wonderful to see so many  
children from the school, so 
many in fact that the stage 

wasnôt big enough!ò 
     The school also enjoyed 
holding its annual Carol Service 
at St Edmund's Church where 

Years 3 and 4 sang to a packed 
congregation.  
    The story of the first  

Christmas was retold through 
songs and carols, readings and  
poetry, and the school band 
performed superbly.  

School is in good health   
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Quoits Stall at 

Victorian  
Evening  

The following prize winners on 
the quoits stall at the Rotary 

Victorian Evening are kindly 
requested to contact Nigel 

Willis on 01789 450460 to 
claim their prizes.  
 
Children  
 
     First Prize ðThomas Taylor  
     Second Prize ðHenry Kroner  
 

Youngsters & Grown Ups  
 

     Second Prize ðSarah Timms  

     Third Prize ðJames Swann  

10.00 am for refreshments 
10.30 am for speakers 

 

Barry Parsons 
Operations Manager, WRVS Warwickshire 

ñMEALS ON WHEELSò 
 

Nafeesa Zulfiqar 
Mental Health Case Worker, Springfield Mind 

ñKeeping Mentally Healthyò 
 

ñHave Your Sayò 
 

We have a PA system in place for those who are hard of hearing 
 

Admission Free 
All young-at-heart over 50s welcome 

Refreshments 
Further Information from Brian Fletcher on 01608 661308 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
Tuesday, 12th January 2010 
Townsend Hall, Sheep Street, Shipston 

Vaccinations against Seasonal Flu  
 
We have now offered vaccination against the seasonal flu virus to 
all of our patients who are encouraged to have the vaccine for  

clinical reasons.   
     As we have a reasonable stock of the vaccine left we would now 
like to offer the opportunity to have the vaccination to other  
patients.   
     If you are interested in receiving the vaccination, then please 

contact reception on 01608 661845 after 11am to make an  
appointment.  

 
H1N1 Vaccination Research Study  
 
A really big thank you to all who volunteered to participate in the 
H1 N1 vaccine research study.   
     Recruitment to be involved in the study has now ended as we 

recruited a massive 75 people!  
 
óTis the season for coughs and coldsé. 
 

Infections, such as colds, coughs, sore throats and earache are very 
common at this time of year.  The vast majority are caused by  
viruses which cannot be treated by antibiotics, but fortunately clear 

up on their own.   
     Simple measures, such as drinking plenty of fluids can help.    
     Usually ear infections last up to four days, sore throats for  
1 week, colds for 1½ weeks, and sinusitis and coughs up to  
3 weeks.  
     If infections last longer than this, or occur in a child less than 
two years old, elderly people of those with other medical problems, 

you should think about seeing your doctor.  
 
Wishing you a healthy and happy 2010, from all of us at the 

Medical Centre  



Whatõs On in & around Shipston  
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