
Shipston Forum  
The Community Newspaper for Shipston -on-Stour 

Vol:4 Edition:3                                       March 2010  

Flood Protection  
-  Timely Reminder  

As if to emphasise the fact that 
risk posed by the River Stour 

should not be forgotten, the 
thawing of the January snow 

cause again caused it to burst 
its banks, leaving a muddy 
mess across the Mill Street Car 
Park, which thankfully caused 
only limited damage.  
     Flood protection was the 
theme of an exhibition staged, 

on behalf of the Town Council, 
by Shipston Town Management 
Partnership, at Shipston High 

School on Saturday 6th  
February, which was attended 
by over 200 visitors from 

across South Warwickshire.  

Sceap Byldan  

The month of ñGeolaò - Anglo 
Saxon for January), saw the 
arrival of Shipstonôs new  
sculpture of Sceap, Anglo 

Saxon for sheep.  
    The statue was designed and 
c a r v e d  i n  s t o n e  b y  
Long Marston - based Jude 
Tucker, who was on hand to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  i t  w a s  
installed on plinth, crafted from 

Horton Stone.  
     The statue is funded from 
the Better Welcome Tourism 
Award granted by Advantage 
West Midlands, plus additional 

funds from Stratford District 

and Shipston Town Councils.  

Additional elements of the 
Award include the information 
maps in the centre of town and 
car parks and series of plaques 

on historic buildings.  
     It is hoped that they will 
entice visitors to spend more 
time exploring the town.  

London Road House Collapses  

Construction personnel arrived 

at work on Wednesday 20 th  
January to find that one of the 
new affordable houses on the 

London Road s i te  had  
collapsed, during the night.  
     The collapse, pictured 
above by Mr Paul Jones,  
occurred between two houses 
that had been built shortly  
before the Christmas break.  

     It appears that a dividing wall, chimney stack and roof trusses 
had all collapsed.  

    In response from enquiries made by the Forum to Wates Living 
Space, who are building the of the 26 homes for Jephson Housing 

Association, they confirmed that there had been an  
incident at the London Road development.  
     The response continued:  
     ñWe can confirm no-one has been injured and at present the 
development is unoccupied.  
     We are currently investigating the incident and are co -operating 
fully with the HSE (Health and Safety Executive)."  

     Jephson Housing Association who will manage the development 
when it is complete, are understood to be undertaking their own 
investigation as to the cause of the collapse.  

     It is likely that each of the houses constructed to date will  
undergo a thorough survey to ensure that they are safe.  
     The development is due to be completed and ready for  

occupation in the summer.  
     It is not known whether this incident will delay the building  
programme.  

Exhibitors were on hand to 
demonstrate solutions available 
to domestic and business  
property owners to afford  

protection from flood water.  
     T he  exh ib i t o rs  we re  
delighted with both the number 
of visitors and the interest 
shown, whilst many of the  
visitors took the opportunity to 
make purchases or arrange for 

exhibiting companies to visit 

them to carry out surveys to 
determine requirements.  
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Has anyone else noticed that 
there appears to be a ñWind of 
Changeò blowing in Shipston at 
present? As the winter grinds 

on this may, at times, be a cold 
wind, but as the year  
progresses, it will undoubtedly 
get warmer.  
    The decision by the Town 
Council to formalise the  
structure of markets and 

events, the ambition by  
voluntary groups to develop 
new activities such as the  
Mid -Summer Festival, the Art 
Exhibition, the Wedding Show 
and others, even the work that 

is being undertaken to improve 
the facilities at the Sports Club 
and to re -open the Telegraph 
Street office are all examples 
where the community is getting 
together with the sole purpose 
of making Shipston a better 

place in which to live and work.  
     We should not also forget 
the contribution that is being 
made to the town by  
businesses. The soon to be  
re -opened Old Mill Hotel and 
the new shops in the town are  

examples of the faith that the 
owners are showing towards 
making their business ventures 
a success.  
     Of course, having read 
many of the letters that have 

been sent to the Forum over 
the last year or more, there will 
be those who seek to disagree 
with change ï any change. 
Whilst their views should be 
respected, the question must 
be asked as to where Shipston 

might be in, say, ten years 
from now, if those who are  
g i v i ng  t he i r  t ime and  
commitment are not supported 
by their neighbours.  

     One of the comments at the 
recent meeting of the Council is 

that one reason for resisting 
change is fear. In 1933 in his 
first inaugural address to the 
nation, US President Franklin D 
Roosevelt coined the phrase 
ñThe only thing we have to fear 

is fear itselfò.  
     The same phrase might well 
be considered by us all as we 
hopefully embrace the ñWind of 
Changeò and strive to make 

everything that is done, a great 
success.  

Council News in Brief  

In the Reports from Town 
Councillors agenda item at the 
February meeting of the Town 
Council, a number of local  

issues were  ra ised  by  
councillors.  
     Cllr Mrs Dot Courtney 
spoke of the number of  
pot holes that have appeared in 
road surfaces following the cold 
weather and snow, specifically 

referring to those in Mayo Road 
and Watery Lane.  
     These are to be reported to 
the County Council Highways 
Department.  
     Cllr Ian Cooper questioned 

the use of the  ñFleeceò logo, 
similar to that used by the 
Town Council, by Shipston 
Town Management Partnership, 
suggesting that this infers that 
the Partnership is part of the 
Council infrastructure.  

     Whilst Cllr Mrs Jane 
Pearce agreed with Cllr  
Cooper, the Deputy Mayor, Cllr 
S i m o n  W e l c h  t o t a l l y  
disagreed. It was later pointed 
out that the ñFleeceò is an  
Heraldic design and that  

no -one has the right to claim 
unique ownership of this.  
     Cllr Mrs Pearce reported 
that the Vision for the Stour 
have held two meetings to 
finalise their activities in 

2009/10 and that at the next 
meeting, consideration as to 
which projects would be funded 
from the £100,000 fund, in 
2010/11.  
     Cllr Karl Peacock spoke of 
the parking meter  behind 

Boots, and that fact that this 
seems to be broken more often 
than it is in operation. District 
C l l r  R i c h a r d  
Cheney agreed to report this 

matter to the relevant  
department in Stratford.  

     Cllr Mrs Fay Ivens advised 
that she had met with County 
Councillor Chris Saint and 
that progress is being made on 
the ñSafer Route to Schools 
Initiative for Shipston Primary 

School.ò 
     Cllr Mrs Ivens also spoke of 
the continuing problems with 
dog faeces on pavements, 
which has become very  

noticeable since the winter 
snow has thawed.  

     Cl l r  Pau l  Ra thkey  
commented on the success of 
the Flood Defence Equipment  
Exhibition.  

     Cllr Simon Welch reported 
on a conversation with a  
resident that had taken place at 
the exhibition, from which he 
had ascertained that at some 
s t a g e  a  c u l v e r t  h a d  
installed to carry flow from a 

stream and that it appears that 
this may not have a sufficiently 
large bore to handle excessive 
storm water, thus creating 
flooding in properties on  
London Road.  

     Cllr Welch said that the  
resident would submit this  
issue in writing in order that 
t h e  m a t t e r  c o u l d  b e  
investigated further.  
     Cllr Welch also referred to a 
previous report that the County 

Council were proposing to  
instal l  a Bus Timetable  
Information Point in the Town. 
He said that he has now been 
advised that this will not take 
place due to a cut back in 
budget resources.  

     In his report to the Council, 
Cllr Richard Cheney spoke of 
the next consultation round 
with regard to the Core  
Strategy Planning document. 
For Shipston this includes de-

velopment of 250 houses, 
homes for the elderly, a new 
medical centre and a 2500  
s.metre food supermarket, to 
be built on the Camden Road 
and on the Norgren site.  

http://www.shipstononline.org
mailto:forum@shipstononline.org
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I was pleased to listen to the outcome of the debate at this monthôs 
council meeting on the subject of fairs, markets and events.  
     I have always believed that events of this nature can only  
benefit the town in that they bring in more people to see what  

Shipston has to offer and hopefully during their visit they patronise 
the shops bringing more income and profit.  
     I am sure that there will again be some controversy over the 
decision of the Council but if everyone embraces what we are trying 
to achieve, then, in time, I believe that even those who are most 
vocal in their comments will come to see that we need the results 
from these events to develop the prosperity of our town.  

    It is publically known that I am a member of the Town  
Management Partnership, albeit I was personally not involved in 
organising the Flood Defence Equipment Exhibition. This being said, 
I would like to echo the comments made by a number of councillors 
at this monthôs meeting, and thank those who undertook the  
organisation of a superb event which not only helped residents to 

review the products and services that are available to protect their 
properties, but which also showed the forward thinking of Shipston 
in addressing the problems caused by the flooding.  
    A number of representatives of other town and parish councils in 
the District visited the exhibition and from their comments made to 
me, I know that Shipston has gone up in their estimation.  
     Throughout my term as Mayor ï and that of Angela ï we have 

sought to put Shipston ñon the mapò. The fact that we are now 
regularly consulted by the District and County Councils on a broad 
range of issues would seem to indicate that we can claim some  
success in this ambition and I hope that what we have started will 
live on.  

     Last, and by no means least, I was very proud to have been at 
the Mill Street Gyratory Garden recently when the long -awaited  

installation of the sheep sculpture took place. I am looking forward 
to the completion of the work provided by the Better Welcome 
Award, which has been almost three years in the making.  

Start a Tradition  

The Belg ian capi ta l  o f  
Brussels ðor if you prefer, 
Bruxelles ðis famous for, 
amongst other things, the small 

statue of a little boy, ñdoing 
what little boys doò, known as 
the Mannequin Pis.  
     What is less likely to be 
known is that over time, the 
statue has accumulated a  
different set of clothing for 

each day of the year ranging 
from military uniforms to  
football strips . 

    In certain villages of  
Derbyshire, each year the  
residents join in ñWell  
Dressingò, where they add  

colour to their water sources  

So how about starting a new 
tradition in Shipston ðòSheep 
Dressingò. 
     This ñfoolish ideaò is that at 

11:00 am on Thursday 1st 
April, anyone who would like to 
add to the colour of ñSceap the 
Sheep, could come to the Mill 
Street Gyratory Garden and 

adorn the statue with their  
chosen ideas.  

     A woollen hat, a scarf,  
perhaps a cloak of many  
colours ðitôs simply a matter of 
using your imagination.  
     A photographer will be on 
hand to record the event, with 

pictures being shown in the 
next issue of the Forum.  
     So, letôs start a traditionð
òShipston Sheep Dressingò on 
1st April ðall in the course of 

having fun.  
     See you there!  

Going, Going ðGone  

An important date for your  
diaries!   
     In order to help raise funds 
for the May Wool Fair, the  

organisers are holding an  
auction on Saturday 17 th  April, 
at The George Hotel in  
Shipston.   
     T h a n k s  t o  ge n e r o u s  
donations from local trades 
people and others, there will be 

many interesting and valuable 
items to bid for ï knocked 

down by a professional  
auctioneer with all the ópatterô! 

The owners of The George are 
kindly making space available 
for this exciting event to be 
held in the main bar area.  

     They will be putting on  
special offers throughout the  
evening too.  
     Come along and grab  
yourself a bargain, while  
supporting the Wool Fair and 
having lots of fun!   

     The auction starts at 7.30 
p.m. and will be formally 

opened by Mayor Alan Noyce.  
It will last about an hour   
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Fairs, Markets and Events in Shipston  

Following the deferment of discussion on the matter of fairs,  
markets and events that might be staged in Shipston Town Centre, 
requiring the temporary closure of the High Street and Market 
Place, the Deputy Mayor, Cllr Simon Welch led a discussion on this 

subject at the February meeting of the Town Council, suggesting 
that there is a need to abandon the piecemeal approach to this  
issue, where activities are staged on an ad hoc basis, replacing this 
with a more considered approach as to when the street closures are 
preferred.  
     Cllr Ian Cooper suggested that  only a small minority of town 
centre traders are actually against activities in the town centre, 

whilst, in supporting the idea, Cllr Karl Peacock suggested that any 
opposition is used as an excuse by those who seek to resist change.  
     In response to direct questions posed by Cllr Welch, none of the 
councillors opposed, in principle the staging of events, either  
generally, during the daytime or the evening. On the matter of 
which specific days, the survey carried out through the Shipston 

Forum, which had been circulated to all residents and businesses in 
the town, including the town centre shop keepers had identified 
Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holiday as the preferred days on 
which such events should take place.  
     Cllr Welch then went on to discuss the number of events that 
night be preferred. He pointed out that the Wool fair, the Last Night 
of the Proms, the Victorian Evening and the Mid -Summer Festival 

are already planned for 2010 and that the twice -yearly Mop Fair has 
to be accommodated. After deliberation by councillors it was agreed 
that a maximum of four more activities should be considered.  

Cllr Ian Cooper then reported 
on the contact that he had with 
organiser of cont inental  
markets and outlined the  

availability of a French Market 
to be staged on Sunday 11 th  
April and for the Italian Market 
to be repeated on Sunday 18 th  
July.  

     The Council unanimously 
agreed that these events 

should take place and further 
asked Cllr Cooper to investigate 
the opportunit ies for a  
Christmas Market, to be staged 
in November or December  
following the turning on of the 

Christmas Lights.  
     In supporting the ideas 
agreed by the Council, Cllr Karl 
P e a c o c k  a s k e d  t h a t  

consideration be given to  
extending the interest of the 
markets by mounting displays 

of products associated with the  
nationality of the events, such 
as displays of motor vehicles, 
entertainment and the like.  
     He suggested that by 
broadening the appeal of the 
events from simply food and 

produce markets, this would be 
likely to attract greater  
audiences.  

     Further details of events will 
be published in the Forum  

Italian Market ð2009  

Vendor at a French Market  

Colourful Stall at a German  
Christmas Market  

ñCome and Join 
Usò -  if you wish  

At the February Council  
meeting, representatives of 
Shipston Town Management 
Partnership were invited to 

make a presentation on how 
the Town Council might be  
represented at the Community 
One Stop Shop in the former 
Area office in Telegraph Street.  
     In acknowledging the  

tremendous support given by 

the Town Council to the  
Partnership, in securing the 
office for the community, they  
invited the Town Council to be 
represented through the One 
Stop Shop, along with other 

c o u n c i l  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  
organisations  
     As a starting point for  
f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  t h e  
Partnership offered four ideas 

for consideration by the  
Council, namely:  

 

¶ Participating in a telephone 

filtering service when the 
C o u n c i l  c o u l d  t a k e  
advantage of a memorable 
telephone number as an 
initial point of contact for 

residents to access Council 
services.  

¶ Taking advantage of the 

services of the Office  

Administrator who will be 
available during opening 
hours of the office to  

answer questions from  
visitors and direct them to 
the relevant Council.  

¶ Participation in the planned 

E-Hot Spot, where visitors 
would be able to access the 
Town Council web site and 

other information about 
Council services.  

¶ Use of display facilities for 

visitors to collect copies of 
Co u nc i l  p ub l i c a t i o n s .  
 

     Whilst agreeing in principle 

that the Council should be part 
of this venture, it was resolved 
that the Communications  
Working Group of the Council 
would meet with directors of 
the Partnership to formulate a 
strategy which would be most 

beneficial to Shipston residents.  

     A report is to be given at 
the next Council meeting.  
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Register Office Closure  

Warwickshireôs Registration Service has undergone radical change 
in the last four years.  
     In May 2005, the five registration districts in Warwickshire were 
merged into three districts giving clients more choice of where they 

could register events and in December 2008 Warwickshire became 

a single registration district, allowing the countyôs residents to  
register births, deaths, marriages and civil partnerships at any  
office within the county  
     These changes have meant an increase in demand on the six 
main offices in Warwickshire at Atherstone, Nuneaton, Rugby, 
Leamington Spa, Warwick and Stratford upon Avon, while demand 

has dropped year on year at the four part - time offices at Coleshill, 
Southam, Alcester and Shipston.  
     Cllr Heather Timms, Warwickshire County Councilôs Portfolio 
Holder for Customers, Workforce and Partnerships, said: ñThe trend 
has demonstrated that most people prefer to register births or 
deaths while in main towns at a full time office, rather than using 

the part - time offices. We are responding to what people need.  

     ñThere is a high demand for more cover in Stratford, and little to 
no demand in Shipston and Alcester, the figures speak for  
themselves.  
     For example just three people used the service in Shipston in 
December. This means that to run and staff the office in Shipston 
cost £415 for each visit. Similarly in December just seven people 

used the Alcester Office, costing £178 for each visit.  
     Even combining visits to both offices over a busy period from 
January to March last year there were 56 visits to both Shipston 
and Alcester, this still means it cost £70 for each individual visit.  
     This situation is reflected elsewhere in the county and as a  
result Southamôs office closed in the autumn of 2009, and the  

offices in Shipston and Alcester will close on March 31, 2010.  

     This will allow staff to offer an improved service at Stratford 
Register Office.  
     The closure of Shipston and Alcester offices will allow for:  

¶ eight additional single or four double marriage notice  

appointments at Stratford, relieving pressure on Warwick  

¶ birth and death appointments on Tuesday afternoons which 

hasnôt been possible before 

¶ Up to five additional appointments on a Friday afternoon for 

the registration of births or deaths.  
     The closure of the part - time offices will allow staff to see more 
people more efficiently rather than spending time in the part - time 
offices, quite often seeing no -one at all.  

Vehicle Crime in Rural 

Areas  
 
Between the 14 th  and 19 th  
January, there were fifteen  
recorded incidents of theft from 
motor vehicles on the Shipston 

Safer Neighbourhood Team's 
patch.  

    The Shipston SNT are taking 
t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  v e r y  
seriously and are working very 
hard to catch those involved 
and to bring them to justice.  
     Items that were stolen from 

vehicles ranged from small 
change and wallets to large 
p o w e r  g e n e r a t o r s  a n d  
projectors.  
     The Shipston SNT would like 

to remind drivers to ensure 
that any items left in vehicles 

overnight should be kept out of 
view, but preferably removed 
altogether.  
     Measures that can help  
reduce thefts from motor  
vehicles include:  

¶ Donôt leave anything of 

value, or anything that 
looks like it may have 
value, in plain view in your 

car. Even an empty  
backpack will be inviting to 
a thief. Remember, they 
donôt know its empty. 

¶ Donôt leave anything in 

your car with your name 
and address on.  

¶ Keep your car keys on a 

separate key ring to your 
house keys, and park only 
in well - lit areas.  

¶ Do not put items of value 

into your boot whilst  

shopping. Boots are easy to 
break into, and thieves 
watch for people placing 
items into their boots. If 
y o u  n e e d  t o  k e e p  

something of value in your 
car whilst you stop, pull 
over and place the items in 
your boot BEFORE you get 
to where you are going.  

¶ Try and install motion  

sensor floodlights where 

you park your car. This will 
help to deter thieves.  

Why not join county 

councilôs Twitter  
followers?  

Warwickshire County Council is 
keeping an increasing number 
of people up - to -date with news 
posts on the popular social  

networking service, Twitter, at 
http://twitter.com/wcc_news .  
     The council is continually 
updating its Twitter feed with 
short news headlines and links 
to more information from its 
website providing people with 

yet another way of receiving 

the latest news and useful  
information  
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T a c k l i n g 

empty homes 
across the 

District  

Stratford District has over 600 
p r i va te ly  owned homes  
standing disused or empty 
across the District. If you own 

an empty home, you will know 
that it is an asset at risk and it 
should be making you money 
rather than costing you money.  

     The District Council is  
committed to tackling the issue 
of empty homes and has  

produced a strategy to direct 
how it achieves this, called 
óFrom empty housesé to new 
homesô.   
     This outlines the Councilôs 
o b j e c t i v e s  w h i c h  a r e :  
 

¶ to establish how many 

empty homes there are 
across the District;  

¶ to develop the most  

effective way to bring 
empty homes back into use 
and  

¶ to create quality, affordable 

housing from these empty 
properties, for those in 

housing need.  
 

     Many of these homes have 
been empty for over 6 months; 

acting as a magnet for crime 

and anti - social behaviour  
including squatters, vandalism, 
arson and rubbish dumping, 
becoming eyesores  and  
p o t e n t i a l l y  d e v a l u i n g 
neighbouring properties by up 

to 18%.   
     The Empty Homes Officer at 
Stratford - on - Avon District 
Council can provide advice and 
support to owners of empty 
properties to find a solution to 

bring them back into use.  

     If you know of an empty 
home you can report it to the 
Empty Homes Officer at  
Stratford - on Avon District 
Council detailing any problems 
that may be affecting you or 

your community.  
     P lease  contact  Caro l  
Roberts, Empty Homes Officer 
at Stratford District Council on 
01789 260866 or email  
c a r o l . r o b e r t s @ s t r a t f o r d -
d c . g o v . u k  f o r  f u r t h e r  

information or to report an 
empty home.   

S a f e  B a t t e r y  
Disposal Saves 
Lives  

The average household uses 21 
batteries each year,  
The UK generates between 
20,000 and 30,000 tones of 

waste batteries every year, but 
less than 1,000 tonnes are  
recycled.  
    Battery power is supplied 
using a vast array of chemical 
compounds. 80% of them  
contain Nickel Cadmium, which 

has been identified as a known  
human carc inogen, and  
therefore, needs to be disposed 
of safely ï as indeed do all  
battery types.  
    . The EU Directive on Batter-

ies and Accumulators requires 
that batteries containing more 
than 25mg of mercury (except  
alkaline manganese batteries), 
0.025% of cadmium by weight 
and 0.4% lead by weight to be 
collected separately from 

household waste for recycling 
or special disposal.  
     Despite the harm that  
irresponsible disposal of  
batteries can cause, the UK has 
been less than pro -active in 
publicising this issue, where as 

the governments of our  
European neighbours have 
done  far more to persuade 
people to recycle batteries.  
    The closest recycling plant is 

in West Bromwich, which is 

able to recycle up to 1800  
tonnes per year.  
     For this to be achieved that 
the public adopt the principle of 
disposing of used batteries, not 
with domestic waste, but in  
dedicated recycling bins, one of 

which is to be found at the  
recycling centre in Brailes 
Road.  
    Recycling batteries can save 
lives ï would be so difficult to 

adopt a responsible approach 
to this issue   

Warwickshire County Council 
has moved to reassure parents 
that it is working to secure  
future generations of musicians 

by making innovative new  
arrangements for provision.  
     The county council took the 

decision to reduce the subsidy 
for the County Music Service by 
£223,000 next year, and  
are investigating options,  

i nc lud ing  a  par tnersh ip  
service with Coventry and  
Solihull, to protect music  
provision in the county.  
     Cllr Izzi Seccombe, Cabinet 
member for Children, Young 

People and Families, said the 
county council is seeking to 

maintain the quality of the  
music service at a time of  
financial constraint.  
     She said: ñWe are already 
in discussions with our counter-

parts in Coventry and Solihull 
to explore ways in which we 
can continue to provide good 
support to schools and the 
community by working more 
collaboratively across the  
region. We are doing all we can 

to preserve a service that will 

provide a broader music  
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  m o r e  
opportunities for young people 
to come together and share 
their talents.  

     ñUnlike many other local 
authorities in recent years, 
Warwickshire has continued to 
run a centrally - funded music 
service, and we will continue 
funding a wide range of musical 
activities next year including a  

minimum of one hour free  

tuition to all schools.ò 
     The County Music Service 
(CMS) currently receives a  
subsidy of £946,000 from the 
County Council. It provides 
some music tuition to all 

schools at no cost and schools 
are able to purchase additional 
time from the service.  
     In the future, schools will 
receive less free provision from 
CMS and schools will need to 

make a greater contribution to 

the costs of providing tuition.  

Sour Note for Musical 

Youth  

mailto:carol.roberts@stratford-dc.gov.uk
mailto:carol.roberts@stratford-dc.gov.uk
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     We take our duties seriously and are saddened by the media hype about cuts by local councils that 
could leave you feeling vulnerable.  The County Council has looked for and made countless efficiencies 
in its operations but is increasing its net spending this year by around 3% to £323 million. However, the 
proportion of this that is spent on services we must provide will often give less room for manoeuvre with 

some of the other services that you like.  
We recognise that the public has limited capacity to pay higher charges and the Leader has said, 
ñDespite many funding pressures in a harsh economic climate, the budget proposals were fair,  
responsible and forward thinking.  We have struck a balance between fair charging for services and 
Council Tax rises.ò 
Adult Social Care  
Warwickshire County Council provides extensive social care services for the infirm and elderly. Many 

people believe that such support is provided by the NHS, but this is not the case. In the main, it is 
funded from Government grants and your Council Tax. We provide much of this care in peoplesô homes, 
a policy that has been expanded in recent years.  
     An almighty row has blown up in recent weeks when the Government introduced a measure into  
Parliament to extend free care at home for the elderly without clearly identifying how such a measure 
would be funded. It sent every single county council treasurer into a tail spin as it was not clear where 

any extra cost would come from. Would Councils suddenly have to budget for a higher social care 
spending and therefore allocate less money to other services? Could the Treasurers sign off their own 
budgets!? Councils blamed the Government for forcing them into even more difficult last minute  
decisions over their Council Tax levels. The three main party spokesmen met on BBC1ôs Politics Show on 
14 th  February, participating in a ragged row that clarified very little.  
     Our elderly need to be treated with dignity, not be the subject of bitter arguments. So let me give 
you the assurance of Warwickshireôs position. Our Social Care services are improving and we will treat 

you fairly, providing whatever we can free of charge. Where we cannot, there will be a fair balance  

between any charging and service delivery from public funding.                                       Chris Saint  

The budget  

A new WCC budget was approved on 9 th  February.  What will it cost?  There will be a 
Council Tax rise of 2.4% or £2.71 more per monthly payment on the mid range Band 
D property.  You may pay slightly more, when the District and Police precepts are 
added to your bills. We have struggled to achieve this, but were determined that any 
Council Tax increase would be modest. What are the problems?  

¶ There are increasing demands on our social care budgets.  

¶ We have more looked after children plus more detailed duties and  

responsibilities.  

¶ Road maintenance remains a challenge.  

¶ We receive £9million below the English shire county average grant from the  

Government.  

      At the time of writing the consultation process has not yet been announced, please contact myself, 
otherwise details will be on the SDC web site and at the Town Council office. I have also asked the Head 

of Planning to hold a consultation meeting in Shipston, again at the time of writing this has not yet been 
arranged.  

     By the time you read this report the District Council will have met and decided on the budget for the 
following year. I understand that a 2.5% increase is being proposed.  
     At the meeting I will be supporting a motion requesting the Stratford District Council to share its 
senior management team with Warwick District Council. This could bring in savings of up to £1m for the 
two councils. This would mean that front line services could be protected for future years.  
     Whether the councillors in charge of the Council agree to this very sensible idea remains to be seen.  
     Meanwhile I am trying to find out who was responsible for spraying weeds in Mayo Road on Saturday 

6 th . February. Veolia were the contractors but the County Council, District Council and Orbit Housing 
Association all deny asking Veolia to do the work!.  
     Finally, I am on the committee organising THE major event in May, this is of course the Brailes Three 

Hills Walk!  This will be taking place on the Spring Bank Holiday Monday 3 rd . May       Richard Cheney  

Development proposals for Shipston are now out for consultation. The District  
Council have published the updated Core Strategy which includes proposals for 
building 250 houses, a possible food store, a new medical centre and  
accommodation for the elderly.   

     The proposal is to build all these on the land between Saddlers Avenue up to 
and including the Norgren site, also on the one field adjacent to Old Butt Road and 
Campden Road.   
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SHIPSTON HIGH NAMED AS 
THE COUNTYôS MOST IM-
PROVED SCHOOL  
The Department for Children, 

Schools and Families in its  
recently published performance 
tables has named Shipston 
High School as the most  

i m p r o v e d  s c h o o l  i n  
Warwickshire, and one of the 
most improved schools in  

England, over the last four 
years.  
     The tables which became 
public in January cover every 
secondary school in the country 
and show each schoolôs results 

since 2006 and especially the 
percentage of students who 
have achieved the ógold  
standardô five or more GCSE 

passes at grades A* to C  
including in English and  
Mathematics.  

     The tables then look at how 
w e l l  e a c h  s c h o o l  h a s  
managed to sustain a yearly 
improvement up to the most 
recent results in 2009.  
     The tables show that in 
each of the years the figures 

for Shipston High School kept 
progressively improving so that 

in each year the High School 
achieved a new record of GCSE 
passes making it the top school 
in the whole of Warwickshire 

and one of the top forty schools 
across the whole of the  
country.  
     I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
congratulations from the local 
authority the school has  
received a congratulatory letter 

from Vernon Coaker MP,  
Minister of State for Schools 

and Learning.  
 
CHALLENGER TRUST  
On 21 st  January two Year 11 
students, Tyler Walker and 

James Graham, accompanied 
Deputy Head teacher, Mr. 
Christopher White, on a visit to 
ñBoodleôsò, an historic  
gentlemenôs club in  
Westminster London.  

     The Clubôs membership, 
which once included Sir 

Winston Churchill, boasts some 
of the Countryôs top earners.  

The students were invited to 
t h e  C l u b  t o  m a ke  a  
presentation in support of the 
Challenger Trust, a charity that 

funds outward bound courses 
for young people.   
     I n  2 0 0 8  t h e  T r u s t  
generously sponsored a  

Shipston High School residen-
tial visit to Wales. The two  
students were invited to  

support the Trust in seeking 
sponsorship to enable students 
in other schools to have the 
same opportunity.  

Pictured:  Tyler and James behind 
an impressive array of wine 
glasses!  

SPORTSô AWARDS SUCCESS! 
Shipston High Schoolôs under 
16 Basketball team were  
recently nominated for the 

award of ñSouth Warwickshire 

Junior Team of the Yearò.  
     The awards evening took 
place at the Holiday Inn  
Stratford upon Avon on Friday 
22 nd  January and was attended 
by Mr. Meeking (Head of P.E.) 

and William McCoombes and 
Callum Ashton, both members 
of the basketball team.  
     T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e n  
nominations for the category, 
chosen from twenty entries and 

Shipston High was awarded 
third place.  
     This was a splendid 
achievement for the school 
which had a marvellous season 
last year with both the under 
15 and under 16 teams winning 

Warwickshire titles, the under 
15 team reaching the last 32 in 
the English championships, the 
under 16 team reaching the 
West Midlands final and the 
under 12 team winning the 

S o u t h  W a r w i c k s h i r e  

championships!  

WARWICKSHIRE CROSS 
COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS  
On Saturday 6 th  February the 
school fielded an impressive 

team in the Warwickshire Cross 
Country Championships held at 
Abbey Fields in Kenilworth. In 
large part as a result of the 

determination and regular 
training of the athletes, the 
school was placed 1 st  in the 

Minor Boys, Junior Girls and 
Intermediate Boys categories, 
2nd  in the Intermediate Girls 
and 3 rd  in the Minor Girls and 
Junior  Boys categor ies.   
     Congratulations to al l  

concerned for an excellent  
result.  
 
STUDENTS PLAN PRIMARY 

THEME DAY  
Year 10 students studying for 
their GCSE in Enterprise are 

planning a theme day for fifty 
pupils from our local primary 
school.  
     They have been planning 
the day for several months and 
in order to get the go ahead 
they had to make two 

ó p r o f e s s io na l ô  s t yl e  
presentations to the head 

teachers from Shipston High 
School and Shipston Primary 
School. The theme of the work-
shop is óDesign your own school 

of the futureô and the Year 5 
pupils will have an activity -
packed day designed to  
develop their own enterprise 
skills. The Year 10 students are 
now in the final stages of 
preparation for the day in 

March and most recently  
organised a highly successful 

ódummyô run with some 
younger students from the High 
School.  
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The magic of  

storytelling  

Children from Shipston Primary 
School have been enchanted by 
the magic of storytelling and 
theatre, thanks to the Royal 

S ha ke spea re  Co mp an y ' s  

brilliant production of Arabian 
Nights.  
     Year 6s were captivated by 
a performance at the Courtyard 
Theatre in Stratford - upon -
Avon, where they were taken 

on a mystical journey with 
Q u e e n  S h a h r a z a d  i n t o  
spellbinding lands to see wise 
gurus, giant birds and singing 
trees.  
     One Year 6 pupil said:  

"Some children had their 

doubts, but as soon as the  
performance started it was 
clear that they were engrossed 
in the awe - inspiring play that 
included a giant yet beautiful 
rook, 40 thieves and an  

innocent little beggar!"  
     The children also took part 
in RSC workshops where they 
created their own tales,  
explored puppetry and become 
active storytellers themselves.  

     When they returned to 

school the next day, Year 6ôs 
transported themselves back 
on their imaginary flying  
carpets to a magical world and 
started to write their own 
scripts and use role play areas 

in the classrooms to rehearse 
their ideas.   
     The results were described 
by pupils as "intriguing and 
extremely funny plays" which 
will be filmed and edited by 

pupils as part of their ICT  

lessons.  

Big Writing  

The emphasis on literacy and 
imagination is permeating 
throughout Shipston Primary 
with the school's 'Big Writing' 

initiative.  
     This new approach is based 
on fast, fun and lively teaching 
of the writing voice through lots 
of talking (including talk  
h o m e w o r k )  a n d  f o c u s  
throughout the week on VCOP -  

vocabulary ,  connect i ves ,  

openers and punctuation.  
     And every Friday, pupils 
have two writing sessions in 
the i r  c lassrooms where                  
teachers have created a  

magical atmosphere with 
dimmed lighting, aromatic  
candles and calming classical 
music.  

Head teacher Christian Hilton 
said: "Walking around the 
school on Friday mornings is an 
amazing experience: such an 

electric silence with pupils  
totally motivated and absorbed 
in their learning.   
     This project aims to capture 
the imagination of our students 
so they can further improve 
and develop their standards 

and progress in writing."  

Testing is Ace   

Shipston Primary is taking part 

in a national pilot which aims to 
help children reach their full 
p o te n t i a l  b y  a s ses s i ng  

individual learning styles.  
     The innovative ACE Skills 
Assessments are aimed at Key 
Stage 2 learners to improve the 
understanding of pupils,  
parents and teachers of how 
each child learns best.  

     Year 6 was the first year 
group in the school to  
participate in the assessments 

and have received their  
individual Skills Profile.   

Each pupil took part in a series 

of simple and fun computer -
based activities.  
     Developed by Professor Rod 

Nicholson from the University 
of Sheffield and delivered over 
the internet, it examines  
performance in a range of 14 
individual tests designed to  
assess how the brain functions, 
retains, recalls and interprets 

information.  
     Software then examines the 

results and predicts likely  
performance in a range of skills 
e s s e n t i a l  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  
classroom learning. For pupils 

with potential to develop, 
strategies will be offered to 
help.  
     The results will help the 
schoo l  to  fo rmula te  a  
Personalised Learning Plan for 
every pupil in Key Stage 2 and 

give pupils themselves an  
insight into their preferred 

learning styles, learning 
strengths and areas for  
improvement on their potential   

A n - ice idea  

The indoor ice rink event  
organised by the PTA was a 
great success and was  
extremely well supported by 

families from school and the 
local community   

Although the synthetic surface 
was harder to skate on than 

real ice, a good time was had 
by all and the PTA hopes to run 

a similar event next year.  
     You can watch an ice  
skating video on the PTA pages 
of the school website at 
www.shipston.warwickshire.sch
.uk/pta  

 

For details of how both schools 
in Shipston responded to the 
Haiti earthquake disaster, 
please turn to Pages 19 and 20 

of this issue of the Forum  

file:///C:/Users/Bob%20Tolley/Documents/Business/Clients/Shipston%20Forum/033%20-%20MA10/Feb%202010/www.shipston.warwickshire.sch.uk/pta
file:///C:/Users/Bob%20Tolley/Documents/Business/Clients/Shipston%20Forum/033%20-%20MA10/Feb%202010/www.shipston.warwickshire.sch.uk/pta
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Repeat Medications  
 
Feedback from patients has indicated that:  

¶ Patients can find it hard to get through to the Dispensary on 

the telephone when they want to reorder their regular 
medications  

¶ The Repeat Medications system is not always understood by 

patients  

¶ Patients ordering repeat medications do not always get all 

their medications, as repeats for some items run out and a 
different time to other items.  

 

To overcome some of these problems we have been working to  
improve our service and will be re - launching the repeat medications 
system on 22 nd  March 2010.  
 

What does this mean for you?  
The new system will:  

¶ Have a dedicated answer -machine where you can leave  

repeat medication requests at any time during the day or 

night  

¶ Have a dedicated team member who will deal with all  

requests for medication, reminding you when you need to 
have your regular review appointment  

 

Why do I need a regular review appointment?  
Patients who take regular medication will need a review appoint-
ment to assess their condition and ensure the medications  
prescribed remain effective and safe. The frequency of your review 
will depend on your condition, with some conditions requiring 6 
monthly review, and some conditions requiring annual review.   
 

What if I have more than one condition?  
The Repeats Medication Facilitator, who will advise you when your 

review appointment is due, will help you book an appointment with 
the right person.  The Nurse or Doctor who undertakes the review 
with you will make sure that all your medications are updated at 
the same time.  
 

How do I order my repeat medicines?  
After Monday 22nd March 2010 when you phone the dispensary 
(01608 662733) you will be asked to leave a message stating:  

your name  
your date of birth  
those medications you wish to reorder  
whether you would like your medications delivered   
a contact telephone number  

 

We will only contact you if you ask us to, if we have a query about 
your order, or to advise you that your review appointment is due.  
 

What happens if I have a question about my repeat 

medication order?  
Leave a message and your contact telephone number and our  
Repeat Medications Facilitator will call you back.  
 

Do I have to order all the medications on my repeats 

slip each time?  
No.  Please only order what you will need in the coming month.  
Once medications have been dispensed they canôt be used by 

someone else if you no longer need them. Wasted medications from 
our patients alone cost the NHS £95,000 each year.   

Discovering our  

Prehistoric Past  

Sara Wear ,  Keeper o f  
Archaeology, and Cllr Chris 
Saint, Portfolio Holder for  
Culture, Leisure and Housing at  

the County Council, show a 
500,000 year -old hand axe as a 
preview for the Stone Age 

event at St Johnôs House  
Museum  
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Shipston becomes  

a óHeartSafeô  
Community  
The Midlands based charity  
Arrhythmia Alliance ï The 
Heart Rhythm Charity , has 
helped to place life -saving 

emergency equipment in  
Shipston for public use in the 
event of a Sudden Cardiac  

Arrest (SCA).  
     SCA is the abrupt loss of 
heart rhythm caused by a fault 
in the heartôs electrical system. 
It can strike anyone, anytime, 
anywhere and without warning. 

SCA kills more people a year 
than lung cancer, breast cancer 
and AIDS combined and claims 

the lives of 250 people each 
day in the UK alone.  
     The only treatment for a 
patient in cardiac arrest is the 

use of CPR with an Automated 
External Defibrillator (AED) 
which  delivers a controlled 
electric shock to restore the 
heart to a normal rhythm.  
 

CPR alone = 5%  

CPR and Early Defibrillation = 
50%  

 
     In the event of a SCA, the 
first seven to eight minutes are 
critical and for every minute 

defibrillation is delayed, the 
patient's chance of survival  
decreases by 10%. All  
ambulances and community 
first responders (CFRs) carry 
an AED, but often neither are 
able to arrive fast enough to 

deliver effective treatment. To 
enhance these emergency  

services, it is therefore vital 
that AEDs are made accessible 
to everyone for use in an  
emergency.  
     In partnership with the 

West Midlands Ambulance  
Service and with thanks to the 
generosity of the Shipston 
Town Council, League of 
Friends, Mr & Mrs Roy Williams 
and Taste of the Country for 

funding the equipment, four 

AEDs have now been placed at 
key locations in Shipston.  

The cabinets (including those 
located at The George Hotel 
and Sports Club) are keypad 

locked for security and are eas-

ily identifiable by their promi-
nent (emergency green) colour. 
Upon dialling 999, if a sudden 
cardiac arrest is suspected, the 
caller can be directed to their 
nearest cabinet and given the 
access code to retrieve the 

AED. The operator is then able 
to talk the caller through using 
the device until an ambulance 
and/or CFR arrives.  

We would like to apologise for 
any inconvenience caused by 
the cancellation of our January 
meeting which was due to one 

of our speakers being unable to 
attend because of the extreme 
weather conditions. We felt 
that members would not  
appreciate turning out in the 

cold weather only to be  
disappointed by hearing only 

one speaker and perhaps one 
whose subject was not the one 
they had wanted to hear.   
     You will be pleased to hear 
that we have rescheduled the 
same speakers for our meeting 

on Tuesday, 11th July.  
     In the absence of the usual 
report of the meeting, we 
would like to take this  
opportunity to remind everyone 

that the Senior Citizen's Action 
Network was inspired by the 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  ' B e t t e r  
Government for Older People' 
policy. The network is run by 
older people and aims to  
improve policies and services 
for our age group by listening 
to each others' views and  

w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
voluntary and statutory  
organisations involved in the 
provision of policing, transport, 

health care, pensions and 
housing benefits.  

     Our priority is to encourage 
older people to remain  
independent, enjoy life and 
make a positive contribution to 
their community.  
     In Shipston we have well 
over 100 members but this is 

only a small proportion of the 
older people in the local area.  
    We would like to reach more 

people so if you know anyone 
who would like to enjoy the 
company of l ike - minded  
people, who would like to learn 

more about organisations that 
can offer advice or assistance 
in matters concerning older 
people, and who would like to 
express an opinion or ask  
questions, please let them 

know about our group.   
 
     The next meeting is at the 

Townsend Hall on Tuesday, 9th 
March 2010 at 10:00.  

Maternity Unit celebrates 

excellent results  

The Consultant led maternity 
service at Warwick Hospital has 
g a i n e d  t h e  n e w  r i s k  
management rating of CNST 

(Clinical Negligence Scheme for 
Trusts) Level 2. This is a great 
achievement marking the  
rigorous risk management 
standards that are applied at 
Warwick Hospital.  

     The Trust delivered 2,699 

babies in 2008/09 and  
developing plans in line with 
the expected increase in 
women choosing to give birth 
at the Hospital. This includes 
recruiting three additional  

midwifes together and an  
expansion to the capacity of 
the department by adding 
seven extra beds.  
     The Unit was also one of the 
12 successful applicants to take 

part in the Kings Fund Safer 

Births project which is focused 
on supporting continuous  
improvements to the safety of 
maternity services  

Sarah Bull & Midwife Lynn Robbins, 
at Warwick Hospital  
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES:  
28 th  March ï 4 th  April 2010  
Even more than at Christmas, Easter opens up deep things 
through storytelling.  

Christians call the week leading up to Easter, Holy Week.  We remember the events that lead up to  
Jesusô death (Good Friday) and through that, to Easter Day (the day his friends and followers discovered 
the amazing thing, that he had risen from the dead).  On the night he was betrayed, Jesus had supper 
with the disciples and he used the bread and wine to give them an insight into everything that was  

happening. We read how he took the bread, he blessed God for it, broke it and shared it and all this was 
a story about himself.  Jesus took charge of his life (take). He thanked his Father for who he was 
(bless). He gave himself to die out of love for us ï he was broken on the cross (break). He shared this 
life of his with us and feeds us in mind, body and spirit (share). And he said, óDo this in remembrance of 
me!ô, a double-edged invitation ï to repeat the meal and to copy his way in our own lives. Will you join 
him?           David Thurburn - Huelin  

CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR 
LADY AND THE APOSTLES  
 
PALM SUNDAY 28 th  March  

Palm Procession and Mass  
     9.45 a.m.   

     Our Lady and St Michael,  
     Shipston  
Palm Procession and Mass  
    11.30 a.m.  
     SS Peter and Paul, Brailes  

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
1 st  April  
Mass of the Lord's Supper and 
Watch at the Altar of Repose   
     7.30 p.m.  
     Our Lady and St Michael,  

     Shipston  
GOOD FRIDAY 2 nd  April  

Stations of the Cross  
     9.00 a.m.  
     St Philip, Ilmington  
Walk of Witness  
     10.00 a.m.  

     from Our Lady and  
     St Michael, Shipston  
Stations of the Cross  
     11.30 a.m.  
     SS Peter and Paul, Brailes  
Liturgy of the Passion  
     3.00 p.m.  

     Our Lady and St Michael,  

     Shipston  
HOLY SATURDAY 3 rd  April  
The Easter Vigil  
     7.30 p.m.  
     Our Lady and St Michael,  

     Shipston  
EASTER SUNDAY 4 th  April  
Mass  
     8.30 a.m.  
     St Philip, Ilmington  
Mass  
     10.00 a.m.  

     Our Lady and St Michael,  
     Shipston  

EASTER SUNDAY 4 th  April 
(ctd)  
Mass  
     11.30 a.m.  

     SS Peter and Paul, 
Brailes  

 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND  
PARISH CHURCH OF ST.  
EDMUND  

  
PALM SUNDAY 28 th  March  
Eucharist  
     8.30a.m.  
     St. Edmund, Shipston  
Blessing of Palms and Parish 

Eucharist  
     10.00a.m. St. Edmund, 
Shipston  
 

TUESDAY 30 th  March  
Deanery Eucharist  
     7.30p.m.  
     Tysoe  
     (President and Preacher ï  
     The Bishop of Coventry)  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
1 st  April  
Passover Meal and Celebration 

of the Lordôs Supper  
     7.30p.m. followed by watch 

in the garden with Jesus,  
concluding with  
     Night Prayer     
     11.45p.m.  

     St. Edmund, Shipston   
GOOD FRIDAY 2 nd  April  
Walk of Witness  
     10.00a.m. from Catholic  
     Church to the High Street;  
     and then, St Edmund,  
     Shipston    

Meditations & Good Friday  
Liturgy  

     1.30p.m.   
     St. Edmund, Shipston  

HOLY SATURDAY 3 rd  April  
Easter Vigil, Fire and  
Communion  
     7.30p.m.  

     St. Edmund, Shipston  
 

EASTER DAY 4 th  April  

Eucharist  
     8.30a.m.  
     St. Edmund, Shipston)  
Family Eucharist at Shipston  
     10.00a.m.  
     St. Edmund, Shipston  
Holy Communion  

     11.30a.m.  
     Tidmington out of town on 

the Oxford Road)  

 
THE BAPTIST CHURCH  

 

Easter Day 4 th  April  
     10.30a.m  
     Shipston High School  
     Stour Valley Baptist Church  
     is holding a Family Easter  
     Service including baptisms  

     and craft activities for  
     children .  
 
THE METHODIST CHURCH  
 
PALM SUNDAY  28 th  March   

Family Worship  

     11.00a.m.  
 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY  
1 st  April   
Service  
     7.30p.m  

 
EASTER DAY 4 th  April   
Holy Communion  
     11.00a.m  
Evening Worship  

     6.00p.m  

 



Whatõs On in & around Shipston  
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