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Thumbs Down to Farmers Market from  
Shipston Traders  

At an emotionally charged and, 

at times, angry meeting  
organised by Stour United Busi-
nesses (SUB) in September, it 

was clear that the majority 
were against the idea of  
re - introducing a Farmers  
Market into Shipston, or  
indeed, allowing the town  
centre to be closed to traffic for 
other activities, with the  

possible exceptions of Sundays 
and Bank Holidays.  
     The thrust of the arguments 

presented by members of  
Shipston Independent Traders 
Association (SITA) is that  

Shipston already has a  
successful market six days a 
week, albeit this is contained 
within the range of shops in the 
town centre, which one  
attendee went as far as to say 
is ñuniqueò amongst the other 

Market Towns and to bring an 
outside market into the town 
would be destructive to their 

trade.  
     Helen Winnifrith, a local 
resident told those at the  
meeting that Shipston is a 

ñspecial placeò and suggested 
that instead of staging a  
Farmers Market consideration 
should be given to organising 
one or more ñSeasonal Fairsò in 
which the retailers could be 

involved, as this would  
complement the shops that 

exist in the town.           

The Shipston Wool Fair ï the 
original idea of former  
Deputy Mayor, the late Angela 
Noyce, was cited as an  

example where an event had 
been staged which had not only 
provided entertainment for the 
public, but had also given those 
retailers who so wished, the 
opportunity to open their shops 
and thereby increase their  

business.  

     The mood of the meeting 
was not improved when SITA  
suggested that SUB were  
remiss in not taking the view of 
retailers before introducing 

such issues as the farmers 
market, an accusation strongly 
rejected by Ian Cooper, SUB 
chairman who said that it was 
this organisation which has 
raised funds and produced a 
leaflet, specifically for the  

purpose of promoting shopping 

in Shipston.  
     SUB had also co -ordinated 
the arrangements for retailers 
to take advantage of the  
opportunity offered by the  
Rotary Victorian Evening, 

jointly funding and producing a 
special leaflet, again to support 
traders in the town centre..          
   Further developments in 
what is expected to be a long, 
d rawn out  debate are  

anticipated.  

Recognise This?  

The sun dial, donated by the 
people of Shipston to mark fifty 

years since the end of the  
Second Wold War, has lain  

virtually out of sight in the 
shrubbery in the Bridge Car 
Park, but thanks to an  
ambitious plan by the Town 
Council and Stour Valley Lions, 
it may soon regain its promi-
nence on the Mill Street Gyra-

tory Garden.  
     Together with the Shipston 
Sheep (see Page 3) the dial will  
be the central features of the 

newly landscaped garden, 
which is to be sponsored by the 

Lions and which will offer a 
warm welcome to those people 
arriving in Shipston from the 
direction of Banbury and those 
using the riverside car parks.  
     Whilst the final plans for the 
garden have yet to be  

approved by the Council, the 
first task will be to lower and 
raise the flag pole, in readiness 
for the Remembrance Day 

Congratulations!!  

Congratulations to Cllr Karl & 
Mrs Sharon Peacock on the 
birth of their daughter, Jessica  



From the Editor  
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October Council 
News in Brief  
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In the previous 28 editions of 
the Forum that I have edited, I 
have never received sufficient 
readersô letters to fill four 

pages but I am delighted that 
this has now happened.  
     As I have written before, 
the Forum is ñyourò newspaper, 
be you an individual resident or 
a voluntary group, a business 
or whoever.  

     September and October 
have not been particularly 
ñcomfortableò months for the 
Town with controversies over 
the Italian Market and the ideas 
for Farmersô Markets.  

     Without going into the  
issues ðthis is the task of  
others ðwhat has happened is 
that the debates that have 
taken place seem to have  
energised certain sectors of the 
community and surely this 

should be seen as a ñgood 
thingò, since, at the end of the 
day, Shipston is home or place 
of business to us all and if we 
have views and opinions of 
what is good or bad ðright or 
wrong ðthen surely we should  

voice them.  
     It is good to see that the 
Better Welcome Award scheme 
projects are soon to be  
completed, thanks to the input 
of many volunteers The  

Shipston Sheep, the new town 
maps and commemorative 
plaques should all be installed 
in November and we look  
forward to them adding to the 
ñShipston Experience.ò 

I notice that you have put in the forum that I "spoke of a complaint 
received from a resident about the fact that over - filled wheelie bins 
are not being emptied by the District Council contractors." In fact I 
said that a resident complained of her bin not being emptied even 

though it was not over - filled and was left in the same place as it 
had been since the bins came into use. It was the Mayor who said 
that 3 residentsô wheelie bins are always over filled. The resident 

who spoke to me about it had not overfilled hers.  
I also said that it had been passed to Cllr Richard Cheney.  

With an apology to Cllr Mrs Dot Courtney for 

our error we are pleased to reprint her  
correction  

There was a somewhat  
environmental theme to the 
issues raised by councillors at 
the October meeting of  

Shipston Town Council.  
     Cllr Mrs Jackie Warner 
spoke of the need to refurbish 
the bench located in the Bridge 
Car Park, the replacement of 

the worn out litter bins in the 
same location and questioned 

whether the lifebuoys along the 
river were actually in situ.  
     Cllr Mrs Jane Pearce  
reported on the subject of the 
additional picnic table and 
bench offered by the Vision for 

the Stour, stating that unless it 
be located at the riverside, it 
would not be provided.  
     Mrs Pearce also spoke of 
the Owl Boxes currently in 

store at the Brailes Road Depot 
and expressed the hope that 

these will all be installed in  
appropriate locations.  
     Finally she commented on 
the state of the small area of 
land at the corner of Stratford 
Road and Station Road which is 
in dire need of tidying.  

     Cllr Philip Vial reported on 
a complaint from a resident 
that there is no dropped kerb 
on the north side of Mill Court.  

     Responding to a previous 
issue concerning low -hanging 

trees in Telegraph Street,  
adjacent to Elliot Court, Cllr 
Richard Cheney  advised that 
these have been inspected by 
District Council officers, who do 
not feel that they present a 
threat.  

     The Town Clerk was  
instructed to review and report 
on issues raised by councillors.  

     The Deputy Mayor, Cllr 
Simon Welch , updated the 
Council on a survey undertaken 
by Warwickshire Highways  

D e p a r t m e nt  w h i c h  h a s  
identified some 68 needless 
road signs in Shipston and  
reported that these are now to 
be removed and the remaining 
signs are to be renovated as 
necessary.  

     The Department is also  
considering the replacement of 

the older signs at the entrances 
to the town.  
     Cllr Philip Vial asked what, if 
any, progress has been made 

w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
refurbishment of the Cemetery 
Chapel It is believed that that it 
may not have been used for 
funeral services for over five 
years.  
     The Town Clerk reported 

that she has inspected the 
building and it is obvious that 

this requires substantial and 
costly work. Cllr Ian Cooper 
referred to a report on the 
building commissioned in 
2006/7 and it was agreed that 

this matter will be placed on 
the next Council Agenda for 
further consideration as to 
what action might be taken.  
     With regard to the offer by 
Stour Valley Lions to sponsor 

the Mill Street Gyratory  
Garden, accepted by the  

Council in September, the 
Mayor, Cllr Alan Noyce   
proposed that an early site 
meeting between all interested 
parties be convened, to discuss 

the remodelling of the garden 
particularly since the siting of 
the Shipston Sheep and  
possibly the Memorial Sun Dial 
(see front page) has to be  
concluded by the end of  
November. This was agreed.  

http://www.shipstononline.org
mailto:forum@shipstononline.org


From the Mayor  
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One Step Closer 
to Section 106 
Funding  

Shipston came one step closer 
to receiving benefit from the 
Village Estate Section 106 
Agreement funds when the 

Stratford Area Committee  
discussed  ways that the Town 
Centre Management fund, 
amounting to £24,500 should 
be spent.  
     Three options were included 
in the discussion, namely:  

S t r e e t  S c e n e  

Enhancements  

Business Support  

The Promotion of Shipston 

Town Centre.  
T h e s e  o p t i o n s  w e r e  
previously discussed and  

approved by the Town Council.  
     The next stage is for  
specific proposals to be  
developed which fall within the 
spirit for which the funds were 

originally raised and it is hoped 
that this can be done without 

further delay.  

Shipstonôs Sheep 

The culmination of over two 
yearôs work by volunteers in 
Shipston will shortly be  
evident, when this statue of 

Shipstonôs Sheep, (artist model 
pictured) together with a series 
o f  p l a q u e s  a n d  
informative maps are installed 
around the town.  
     They are funded by the  
Advantage West Midlands 

ñbetter Welcome Award,  

together with Stratford District 
and Shipston Town Councils  

I have written before about the people of Shipston working together 
to make the town a better place in which to live and work and for a 
while it seemed that this idea was starting to take shape.  
     Then came September when many of the successes that have 

been achieved were derailed by new ideas which were acceptable to 

some and resisted by others and, as always seems to be the case, 
the voices of the protestors were heard the loudest.  
     It is now too late and not worth arguing as to whether there 
should have been the Italian Market, although I know that in this 
issue of the Forum both opinions are stated by those who have 
written letters. It is also too late to undo the damage caused by the 

meeting set up to discuss the ideas of Farmersô Markets, since not 
only has this circulated around the town but has also been reported 
by the Stratford Herald, local radio and other newspapers, none of 
which has added to the positive impression that the town is seeking 
to convey.  
     What has come to the surface again is that there are two types 

of resident in the town, those who have been here for years and 

generations and those who are called ñnewbiesò on account of only 
having lived her for a relatively short time.  
     The fact is that Shipston is a small town and that there really 
should be no place for this way of thinking.  
     Those people who have chosen to live in Shipston in say, the 
last ten years, have brought revenue to the town both from the 

Council Taxes that they pay and the money that they spend in the 
community. They have been the reason why new businesses have 
opened which benefit everyone. They willingly support many of our 
local voluntary organisations which, in some cases actively support 
the elderly population of the town.  
     They are as much a part of Shipston as those whose families go 
back generations.      I hope that we can put the troubles of the last 

few weeks behind us and get on with building a more successful 
pace in which to live and work.   



Statement Read 
Out by Mike  
Ashley on behalf 
o f  S h i p s t o n  
I n d e p e n d e n t 
Traders at the  
October Council 
Meeting.  

Shipston Independent Traders 
Association recently attended a  
public meeting called by Stour 
United Businesses to discuss a  

farmers market.  
     It is perhaps significant that 
neither our association nor  
i nd iv idua l  t raders  were  
specifically invited and oddly 
few SUB members attended.  
     A  very  e rud i te  and  

knowledgeable expert spoke on 
this an ECO matters.  

     He concluded that it was 
clear that Shipston does not 
require a farmers market since 
it already was one.  

     He also expressed pleasure 
to note the availability of very 
local products, the retention of 
revenue in the local economy 
and the security of local;  
employment saw Shipston well 
down the eco path.  

     However, he criticised our 

failure to publicise our very 
unique collection of shops.  
     SITA has noted this justified 
criticism and will remedy the  
situation.  
     We would therefore suggest 

that Shipston Town Council  
re - focus i ts  e f forts by  
supporting what we have to 
offer and promoting the Town 
rather than allowing SUB to 
interfere with the unique,  

interacting but fragile Town 

centre economy, about which 
they have no understanding.  
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Fay Ivens fills  
Council Vacancy  

Mrs Fay Ivens, past -Chairman 
of Shipston in Bloom, has been 
elected by the Town Council to 
fill the vacancy caused by the 

untimely death of Cllr Mrs  
Angela Noyce  

Fay, who is married with two grown up daughters and four  
grand children, worked in catering and hospitality management  
before her retirement.  

     She was Chairman  of Shipston In Bloom for three years and is 

an active member of Shipston Gardening Club, the Womenôs  
Institute and undertakes voluntary work at Shipston Primary 
School.  
     Her hobbies include photography, cooking, gardening and dog 
walking.  

ñVillagersò Protest Over Adoption of 
Estate  

Over fifty residents from the Village Estate, off Tilemanôs Lane, 
gathered for a meeting at Shipston High School to discuss the fact 

that to date the roads have not been adopted by the County  
Council. The main effect of this is that residents pay a considerable 

sum of money to Peverel OM, the estate management company  
appointed by the developer, David Wilson Homes, for services 
which are already funded through the Council Tax, which it appears 
impossible to reclaim.  
     Enquiries made to both Warwickshire County Council and David 
Wilson indicate that the problem is caused by two narrow strips of 
land at the junction of Beecham Road and Tilemanôs Lane, which 

are designated as ñVision Splaysò as part of the road safety  
requirements. For reasons, so far unexplained, these two pieces of 
land were never sold to David Wilson and remain in the ownership 

of Pettifer Construction, who themselves, are in Administration and 
this issue must be resolved before the adoption can proceed.  

     The meeting was attended 
by the Mayor and Cllrs Philip 
Vial and Richard Cheney and 
whilst both the Town and  

D i s t r i c t  C o u n c i l s  a r e  
sympathetic to the plight of 
residents, there is little, if  
anything, that they can do to 
e f f e c t  a n d  e a r l y  
resolution of this matter.  

     The residents have agreed 

to write to David Wilson Homes 
to continue to press for action.  

Shipston ðA Centre for Fairs, Events and Festivals  

At their October meeting,  
Shipston Town Council received 
and agreed two proposals from 
Shipston Town Management 

Partnership which focus on fairs 
and events to be developed for 
the town in 2010 and beyond.  

     The first event will be a 
Flood Defence Equipment Fair.  

     Manufacturers of equipment 
will be invited to display their 
product at the event and  
people choosing to invest in 

solutions offered will be able to 
apply for a subsidy of the cost 
from a District Council fund 

currently held by the Town 
Council  

     Focusing on a broader 
structure, a meeting of all  
interested parties is to be  
organised by the Partnership, 

to investigate how the Section 
106 Agreement funds might be 
utilised to promote and develop 

existing and new events staged 
in the Town.  
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Extraordinary Council Meeting that  
Almost Did Not Happen   

Following  the public meeting held in Townsend Hall on 22 nd   
September to discuss the issue of Farmers Markets in general and 
the Italian Fair in particular, an extraordinary meeting of the Town 
Council was called on Monday 28 th  September.  

     Under the Standing Orders of the Council, when an issue is  
discussed and voted upon, it may not be re -addressed for a period 
of six months, this being the case of the Italian Fair. The first item 
of business was to suspend the Orders and at first the  
councillors seemed reluctant to pass this motion until they realised 

that this would prevent further discussion on a subject that had  
become a major cause of concern amongst various factions within 

the town.  
     The main thrust of arguments against staging the Fair had been 
raised by the townôs retailers , fearing that by taking place on a  
Friday ðthe busiest trading day of the week, this would diminish 
their takings. This had been strongly voiced by Shipston  
Independent Traders Association (SITA) who had gone further to 

say that the majority of their members were ñcompletely againstò 
the idea. This argument had been somewhat weakened by a new 
survey undertaken by Louise Shaw of Richard Harvey Collection, 
which showed that 52% of those businesses questioned were 
ñhappy for the event to go ahead on Friday 2nd  October, with only 

9% being against. 34% of respondents to the survey had expressed 
their preference for the event ñto be held on a Sunday at a later 

dateò. 
     At the meeting there were allegations that certain members of 
the Council had sought to mislead others as to the acceptance of 
the idea of the fair by traders. This was strenuously denied.  
     The views of residents had been somewhat overlooked until the 
Deputy Mayor, Cllr Simon Welch, read out a letter that he had  
received. The writer of this letter stated that they were ñappalled to 

read that the event might be cancelled due to the views of a  
small -minded number of peopleò and that they were ñthrilled by the  
prospect of the event taking placeò. 
     Perhaps the only fact on which the councillors agreed was that, 

in hindsight, staging the event on a Friday was not a good idea and 
that had this been scheduled for a Sunday, which was not available, 

many of the contentious issues would never have been of  
relevance.      For SITA, Mike Ashley asked whether the public were 
to be allowed to speak at the Council Meeting, only to be told by the 
Mayor that this was not permissible. At the vote on whether the Fair 
should be allowed to proceed, 6 councillors were in favour of the 
motion and 4 against. The Mayor declined to use his own and his 
casting vote.  

     Following the meeting, Mr Ashley confirmed that it is now the 
intention of SITA to report the Town Council to the  
District Council Ethics and Standards Board on the grounds that 
they had taken decisions regarding the Fair based on  

mis - information provided by one or more members of the Council to 
their colleagues.   

Rotary Benefit from Italian Market  

The entrepreneurial spirit  
offered by the Italian Market 
was not lost by Shipston  
Rotary.  

     They set up a small stand 
seining their Eco Friendly  
Shopping Bag raising funds for 

the good causes that they  
support.  

What was all the 
fuss about?  

The world as we know it did not 
come to an end on Friday 2nd 
October.  
     We did not wake up the  

following day to shops closed 
due to lack of business.  
     Was the Italian Market a 
success?  
     The organiser, Simon Faro 
said that there had been a 
good response with a lot of  

interest. The market traders, 
themselves, gave a more mixed 
set of views, which seemed to 
reflect the originality and cost 
of the goods that they were 
selling.  

     F r o m  t he to w nôs  
traders there were mixed  
reports of fewer or more  
customers, spending less or 
more in the shops.  
     From the customersô  
perspective, there were new, 

and in some cases, unusual 
items to be viewed and  
purchased, albeit a number 
were heard to be critical of the 
prices.  
     The Forum spoke to visitors 
from Chipping Norton, Brailes 

and Banbury, all of whom had 
come specifically to look at the 
market and judging by the 
shopping bags that they were 
carrying, they had shopped 

elsewhere in the town.  

     Everyone will have their 
own opinion, but this guy 
seemed happy enough  
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The Effect of Flooding on Wildlife and 
the Environment  

We are extremely grateful to Shipston resident and Principal  
Communications Officer, Lyn Fraley, of the Environment Agency for 
her full response (as follows) to the questions raised by Verity and 
Paul Richardson regarding the effect of the flooding on wildlife and 

the environment.  
Wildlife  
The Biodiversity Officer who covers the area that includes the  
Warwickshire Stour states that, in general, floods could well have a 
temporary impact on wildlife populations and, for rarer species, that 

impact may be more serious.  
    It was noticed the 2007 floods had an impact on native crayfish 

populations elsewhere in his patch (floodwater carried them across 
the floodplain). So native crayfish populations may have reduced, 
but there is evidence that otters are still there in good numbers.  
    Anecdotally, it looks as if there has been some reduction in  
wildlife but this cannot be directly attributed to the floods. There 
may be some other reason. The Agency are hoping to carry out 

some surveys to try to find out more.  
     Although the accuracy of external sites cannot be vouched for, 
readers might be interested in this leaflet about a report on the 
2007 floods from the Wildlife Trust -  click on 'Nature's Place for  
Water' via the link below.  

www.wildlifetrusts.org/index.php?section=about:publications:free  
    The  local Wildlife Trust -  Warwickshire Wildlife Trust ðcould be 

worth contacting to see if they have done any similar work or have 
noticed any changes on the Stour.  
Their contact details are www.warwickshire -wildlife - trust.org.uk/  
Algae  
Some information on the possible causes of algae is available at 
www.environment -agency.gov.uk/research/library/data/34367.aspx  
    The Agency publish maps showing the phosphate and nitrate in 

rivers at www.environment - agency.gov.uk/research/library/
data/34387.aspx  
     In 'What's in your backyard' we have local detail on water  
quality in the River Basin Management Plans maps at .  

maps.environment -agency.gov.uk/  
     Choose what data results you want to display/zoom in. The river 

colour changes according to the results.  
    There's a monitoring point just south of Tidmington and, to the 
north of you, another at Alderminster.  
     Click on the turquoise triangles to get at the data.  
Litter and oily film on water  
Removal of litter from the river and banks is down to the land 
owner. There is a useful publication on the Agency website called 

Living on the Edge, which describes a riverside landowner's  
responsibilities.  
     See 'Your responsibilities' at www.environment -agency.gov.uk/
homeandleisure/floods/31626.aspx  

     If an obstruction is big enough to cause a flood risk e.g. a fallen  
Tree, the Agency might be able to remove it.  
    If the oily film on the ditch is due to pollution e.g. oil or  

chemicals, and is entering the river, it should be reported to the 
Agency on their free 24 hour Hotline 0800 80 70 60.  

South Warwickshire General 
Hospitals NHS Trust have 
pledged their dedication to  
providing a low carbon quality 

healthcare environment that is 
sustainable, resilient, and  
safeguards high quality patient 
care.  
    Last week the Trust 
launched its exciting Carbon 
Reduction Plan as an ongoing 

campaign to improve energy 

practices.  
     B y  p u t t i n g  c a r b o n  
management at the heart of all 
decisions, the NHS aims to 
make a massive reduction in 

NHS carbon emissions by 2050, 
in line with legally binding  
targets. The Trust will support 
this and reduce carbon  
emissions by 25% leading up to 
2014.  
     Both staff and patients will 

be equipped with the skills and 

knowledge to act in an energy 
efficient way, with the hope 
that attitudes and actions will 
be developed to facilitate a  
culture that is eager for 
change.      

    Areas such as Energy use, 
Travel, Waste, Food, Water and 
Development of the Workforce 
will be targeted through  
excellent resource management 
and trust wide engagement of 

its stakeholders. Not only is 

this a positive move in  
environmental terms, but, by 
reducing energy consumption 
and waste, it also allows more 
money to be invested in  
healthcare.  

     Glen Burley, Chief Executive 
said: óThe Trust is fully  
supportive and committed to 
reducing its carbon footprint. 
There are a number of  
measures and campaigns  
currently being implemented, 

d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h i s  
commitment.ô 

Switch It Off week 2009 -  Starts Monday 9 November  

with the Big Switch Off on Friday 13 November from 4.30 -  
6.30pm.  

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/switchitoff for information.  
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The work of Warwickshireôs Safer Communities Partnership has resulted in a  
dramatic fall in community crime, according to new statistics.  
     The Partnership, made up of representatives from a range of Warwickshire 
agencies, has received its annual crime review which showed crime levels have 

dropped significantly across a number of areas. This sharp reduction in incidents is 
attributed to new initiatives ï such as the violent crime reduction project -  launched 
by partners over the past year.  
     In the year to August 2009 fewer incidents of violence, vehicle crime and  
criminal damage have been recorded, the number of crimes committed by young 
people has gone down and the county has been successful in exceeding targets for 
getting drug users into effective treatment.  

     According to annual crime figures released in July, Warwickshire Police has 
achieved the biggest reduction in violence of all forces in England and Wales with 
violent offences down by 21 per cent.  
     They have also recorded a 20.5 reduction in cases of aggravated burglary and 
robbery over the last year.  
     Talking about these figures Deputy Chief Constable Andy Parker from  

Warwickshire Police said: "I am extremely pleased with the forceôs performance. It 
is always very pleasing to know the efforts of all our officers, staff and volunteers, 
working together with our partners, are resulting in better protection for people in 
Warwickshire."I welcome these latest statistics which demonstrate that  
Warwickshire is a safe place to live and a place where every effort is being made to 
protect communities from harm."  

     More positive outcomes were reported by the county councilôs Youth Offending 

Service. Through work with partners on a number of projects, the service has 
achieved a reduction in the volume of crime being committed by young people.  
A 36 per cent reduction in offences of violence and a 31 per cent reduction in  
criminal damage have been recorded and this year has also seen less young people 
than ever entering the youth justice system.  
     The Countyôs Drug and Alcohol Action Team have been  
instrumental in ensuring that Warwickshire continues to perform well in relation to 

drug treatment targets.  
    National Treatment Agency for Substance Misuse figures published in August  
reveal that the service exceeded targets for getting drug users into effective treat-
ment this year -  1111 people engaged with support services for a minimum of 12 
weeks, 58 above the teamôs target of 1053. 

     The service has also performed well against waiting time targets.  

     Warwickshire County Councillor Richard Hobbs, Portfolio Holder for Community 
Protection and Chair of Warwickshire Safer Communities Partnership said: ñThese 
latest figures provide hard evidence that our crime -busting partnership approach is 
working. It is clear that the streets are becoming much safer through proactive 
community - focused initiatives.  

Crime cut by community partners  

Great Opportunities for Groups and Voluntary Organisations  

Government grants are like 
London buses ðnone come 
along for ages then a number 
arrive together.  

     So it is with grants from 

Warwickshire County Council 
and Stratford District Council.  

     W a r w i c k s h i r e  C o u n t y  
Council have announced the 
availability of a Community  

Development Fund of £124,000 

for projects to be undertaken in 
the 2009/10 financial year, the 
maximum of each grant being 
£10,000.  
    The closing date is Monday 
30th November with decisions 
being considered by the  

Stratford Area Committee at its 
meeting on 21st January 2010.  
     Details and application 
forms are available on:  
www.warwickshi re .gov.uk/

stratfordarea  or by telephoning 

01789 290787  

     Meanwhile, in September 
Stratford District Council  
announced the availability of a 

fund of £24,000 specifically for 

grants to be used towards the 
organisation of festivals and 
events.  
      The maximum single grant 
is £2000 and the events must 
take place before 1st October 
2010. The closing date was 

Monday 26th October 2009.  
     It is understood that a  
number of Shipston - based  
organisations are submitting 
applications and we look  

forward to reporting on  

successes  
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     Previously myself and some of my colleagues had called a special meeting of the Overview and  
Scrutiny Committee to review the proposed decision to close this office.  At that meeting my colleagues 

proposed that the 'Cabinet is requested to set targets against which the success of the changes can be 
measured'   but this was voted down by the controlling group on the Council.  

We suspect that this is because they expect a big reduction in visitors from the average of 400 people 
who currently use the office, which is open 5 days a week.  
     The residents of Shipston and the surrounding area who wish to seek advice, will now have wait for 
a visit every 3 weeks, by a member of staff from the Stratford District Council at a location yet to be 
confirmed, or travel to the Council office in Stratford .   
     We hope that the proposals put forward by the Shipston Town Management Partnership are soon 
agreed to by the Council, thereby allowing the building in Telegraph Street to be developed into a 

proper 'One Stop Shop'.  
     I have asked, via a written question to the Full Council meeting, what progress is being made  
towards getting the money for the new Scout Hall in the New Street car park.   
     The answer was as follows: -  

     'The Council is in the process of issuing legal proceedings to secure payment of outstanding monies. 
The Council is pursuing the matter under a conditional fee agreement and is currently in the process of 

obtaining after the event insurance. The process will take approximately 8 to 9 weeks.'  
     I am very pleased that at long last action is being taken to obtain this money so that the Scouts can 
replace their old hut with a new building   
     Finally, please note that the green waste collection service will be continuing during the winter this 

year. It was only last year that the service was cancelled for the winter months .  

Richard Cheney  

The final nail has been hammered into the coffin of the service provided by the  
District Council at their office in Telegraph Street, at the Full Council meeting held on 
19 th . October. The meeting confirmed the closure will take place on 30 th . November 
2009.        

Sadly Chris Saint is unwell and has been unable 
to contribute his usual monthly report to the 
Forum.  
     Chris was, however, able to attend the 

meeting of the Town Council in October when 
he spoke about the West Midlands Regional 

Spacial Review, one part of which deals with the 
need for new accommodation in the region. The 
current thinking is that by 2026, there will be a 
need for 7500 additional houses in South  
Warwickshire, albeit he also said that it now 

appears that the proposed ECO Town in Middle 
Quinton is being viewed as unsustainable.  
     On the matter of employment needs, he  
further indicated that the needs for Solihull and 
Stratford are considered less important than for 
Birmingham, Wolverhampton and Staffordshire.  

     Chris also referred to funding opportunities 
provided as part of the Vision for the Stour  

initiative, explaining that a sum of £25,000 is 
available for this purpose.  
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RECORD NUMBERS ATTEND 
OPEN EVENING!  
There was a huge turn -out of 
prospective new parents at the 

recent Shipston High School 
óOpen Eveningô and óOpen 
Morningsô. Following on from all 
its recent successes, the school 

was expecting a good response 
to its Open events but the 
numbers attending this year 

exceeded even the wildest  
e x p e c t a t i o n s .  
     Approximately 300 visitors 
packed the school hall for the 
formal presentations, many of 
them from outside the schoolôs  

immediate priority catchment 
area.  
     Prospective parents had 
travelled to the school from 

other parts of Warwickshire as 
well as from across the County 
borders from Gloucestershire 

and Oxfordshire. Many had 
children at private schools. It 
appears the secret of Shipston 
High Schoolôs continuing  
success is out and the most 
frequently asked question was, 
óWe live outside your priority 

catchment area but want our 
child to come here so do we 

stand a chance of being offered 
a place at the school for next 
September?ô 
     As part of its mission to 

evaluate everything it does, the 
school invited the visitors to 
complete a short questionnaire 
at the end of their visits. Once 
again the school was over-
whelmed by the glowing  
responses. Over half of the  

students of the school gave up 
their evening to help out at the 

Open Evening and they were 
unanimously praised for their 
politeness and courtesy as well 
as for their enthusiasm for the 
school.  

     T h e  f i v e  s t u d e n t s ,  
including three Year 7 students 
who had only just started at 
the school, who spoke to  
parents at the start of the  
evening came in for particular 

praise.  
     Other aspects of the school 

visitors enthused over were: 
the small, personal size of the  

school; the small class sizes; 
the huge range of activities; 
the big emphasis on academic 
achievement and the schoolôs 

results and future examination 
targets. Many visitors also  
remarked on the special ethos 
of the school and the way it 

encourages students to develop 
their confidence.  
     Overall, the óOpen Eveningô 

and the two óOpen Morningsô 
were remarkable achievements 
and, for sure, no one is going 
to be taking bets on the school 
no t  be i ng  s i g n i f i c an t l y  
oversubscribed yet again next 

year!  

     The day for Year 8 and 9 
students was aimed at helping 
t h e m  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
consequences of their actions, 

understanding the work of the 
professionals who visited and 
enabling them to make good 

and safe choices in the future.  
Students saw what happens in 
a police interview, during a trial 
in a magistrates court and 

spent a short while in a prison 
van!  This was not a pleasant 
experience, especially realising 
how small it is and that there is 
no handle on the inside of the 
door.  Visitors from the prison 

service, fire and ambulance 
service, police and magistrates 
helped to make this a  

memorable and informative 
day.  

PRISON ME NO WAY!  
To see an ambulance, police 

car and fire engine screech into 
Shipston High School and hear 

sirens blazing was quite a  
wake -up call on Monday 5 th  
October. Thankfully, this was 
not a real emergency, but a 
ñmock upò of an accident scene 
to launch our ñPrison Me No 
Wayò day. 

     The day would not have 
been possible without the  
support of Drugs Action  
Shipston (DASH)  and Stour 

Valley Lions Club to whom we 
are very grateful   

Rehearsals are currently under 
way for the school production 
of ñHigh School Musicalò.  This 
is a challenging show with our 

biggest ever cast ï currently 77 
and counting!  
     New this year sees the  
introduction of a professional 
choreographer ï Matthew 
Hinchcliffe ï who has been  
putting students through their 

paces on Friday rehearsals  

    Performances are 27 th  and 
28 th  November with tickets  
going on sale from 2 nd   
November.   

Shipston High School has  
recently been awarded National 
Healthy Schools Status, a  
Government backed initiative 

intended to deliver real benefits 
in respect of improvement in 
h e a l t h ,  r a i s e d  p u p i l  
achievement, more social  
inclusion and closer working 
between health promotion  

providers and educational  

establishments. The school had 
to submit evidence that it met 
national criteria across themes 
such as Personal Social Health  
Education, healthy eating, 
physical activity and emotional 

health and well being.  
     The award was presented 
during the whole school  
assembly on 16 th  October by 
local tri -athlete Debbie Cooper 
of the Great Britain Triathlon 

Team who won the bronze 

medal in Canada in 2008.  
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An Apple a Day..  
 
Shipston - on - Stour Primary 
School has unveiled its  

pioneering new Apple Suite. 
The school is one of the first 
primaries nationally to have the 
state -of - the -art facilities.  

     Headteacher Chr i s t ian  
Hilton, who spearheaded the 
scheme, said: "The benefits for 
learning are enormous. Apple 

computers and software are 
w e l l - k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r  
creativeness. Children will be 
able to edit their own movies, 
compose music, make their 
own podcasts and I am hoping 
Year 6 will produce the school 

newsletter for me before 
Christmas!"  
     T h e  A p p l e  s u i t e  
complements the school's  
existing Microsoft suite, and the 
new iMac computers also run 

Windows 7 so pupils can 
choose to use them as a Mac or 
as a PC.  
     The school is keen that the 
benefits of the Apple Suite 
reach the wider community and 
is aiming to become an Apple 

Training Centre offering official 
courses for children, parents 
and local people.  
 
The Glory of Rome  
 

Year 3 pupils spent a day 

roaming with the Romans, 
thanks to an educational visit 
from 'History Off The Page'.  

     The visit was organised to 
launch the children's 'Marching 
with the Romans' topic in 
school.  

     The children dressed for the 
part and participated in a  
variety of workshops which 
gave them the opportunity to 
become scribes, apothecaries, 
mosaic makers and artists.  
Pupils also got the chance to 

en jo y  t he  wo nde rs  o f  
archaeology first -hand, and 

made many discoveries during 
a mini -excavation.  
     After all the hard work, the 
y o u n g s t e r s  e n j o y e d  a  

t rad i t ional  Roman feast  
followed by entertainment.  
 
Journey of learning  
 
To celebrate European Day of 
Languages, pupils and teachers 

checked in at 'Hilton Airport' in  
the school hall before jetting off 

to many different European 
destinations. .  

     After checking their bags 
and passing through security 
and passport control, the  
children boarded the aeroplane 

and received a full flight safety 
demonstration from the cabin 
crew.  
     Once landed, pupils enjoyed 
a variety of wonderful learning 
experiences, including learning 
a new language, finding out 

about the geography, culture 

and customs of their country, 
cooking and sampling the local 
d e l i ca c i e s  a nd  r ead i n g  
traditional tales.  
     Each classroom represented 

a country and children wore 
national dress or styled their 
outfits in the colours of the 
chosen countryôs flag.  
     Following European Day of 
L a n g u ag e s ,  t he  s ch o o l  
extended links even further 

around the world when they 

welcomed two teachers from 
Kaduna, Nigeria.  

     Mrs Awogbami and Mrs  
Mallam were in Warwickshire to 
explore the education system in  
England and to exchange ideas 

with other schools.  
     Shipston Primary has 
stayed in touch with the school 
in Kaduna and is hoping to  
develop link activities as part of 
its international dimension  
 

Name the sheep  
 

The names have been flocking 
in for Shipston's new sheep 
statue which will stand proudly 
on the Mill Street gyratory in 

the town. (See Page 3)  
     As part of an award given to 
t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  a s  a  
commemoration to Angela 
Noyce, the sheep is being 
carved out of stone and once 
completed will be set on a 

plinth.  
     It was suggested to the 

Mayor that the pupils at  
Shipston - on - Stour Primary 
School might like to name the 
sheep, and assuming a suitable 
name can be found, it is hoped 

a plaque will be included on the 
sculpture with the chosen name 
and child providing the name.  

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star is 
Warwickshireôs favourite  
nursery rhyme, according to a 
vote organised by the county 

councilôs library service. 
     Twinkle, Twinkle has proved 
its universal appeal in the 

county shooting past runner up 
Baa, Baa Black Sheep The vote 
was held by the County  
Councilôs Library service to  

support this yearôs theme of 
óMy favourite rhymeô for  
National Bookstart Day (Friday 
October 9th).  
     An audio clip is available 
which includes children from 

Shipston -on-Stour Pre -School 
singing the song on a podcast 
produced by the County Council 

at: www.bookstart.org.uk/
Professionals/Professionals -blog  
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Library card takes 

you even further  

Warwickshire County Council 
has signed up to a national 
scheme which will enable  
library customers to borrow 

books and other items from 
any local library service in  
England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland.  
     The scheme to make óevery 
library a local libraryô was 
launched nationally by the  

Society of Chief Librarians and 
means that Warwickshire  
Library members can use more 
than 4,000 public libraries in 
England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland if they are away from 

home.  
     Currently the scheme 
means that items will need to 
be returned to the library which 
loaned them but the Society of 
Chief Librarians is considering 
how a universal public library 

network would work across the 
UK.  

South Warwickshire General Hospitals NHS Trust has been named 
by Patient Safety First as a leading Trust in the campaign to  
promote patient safety.  
    The Trust has been presented, during Patient Safety First week 

21 -27 September, with a certificate of recognition for the work in 
putting patient safety first.  
     The Trust has worked on a number of areas including reducing 
falls in hospital and reducing interruptions during medical rounds. A 

very successful campaign has centred on óvisiting wards to discuss 
what can be done to improve patient safety further.  

H1N1 (swine) Flu vaccination programme  
 
It is expected that the practice will have stock of the vaccine that 
protects against H1N1 (swine) flu from the end of October onwards.  

However, as we are only expecting limited amounts of the vaccine 
initially we will be targeting those patients who might experience 
complications if they caught the H1N1 flu and inviting them to  
attend for vaccination first. Letters will be sent to the appropriate 
patients.  

     The practice will be participating in research study about the 
H1N1 flu vaccine.  The vaccine has already been through a number 

of tests and is safe and effective.  The aim of the study is to  
determine the continued safety of the vaccine. Patients having the 
vaccine will be asked if they would like to participate in the study.  
You do not have to if you donôt want to. The study will involve one 
of our nurses contacting those involved at regular intervals after 
they have the vaccine to ask about their general health.   

 
Patients of Shipston Medical Centre cost the NHS £95,000 
each year in unused medications  
A recent audit of unused medications returned by patients of  

Shipston Medical Centre revealed that they cost the NHS  
approximately £95,000 per year.   

This is the equivalent cost of 130 cataract operations or 19 

hip replacement operations.  
     Unused medications cannot be recycled, so even if you donôt 
open them they canôt be used again. We ask you to help us reduce 
this incredible waste by:  

Checking what medications you have at home before you  

re -order and only order those items you will need over the  
coming month  

Let your GP or Practice Nurse know if you have stopped taking 

any of your medications.  We know that sometimes there are 
good reasons for stopping taking medications so please feel 

able to tell us.  

Discuss your medications with your GP or practice nurse  

regularly  
     At £95,000 per year the annual cost of wasted medications for 

this practice is too high. Please think carefully before ordering 
medications. You can always request medications in the future if 
you need to.  
     Keeping unused medications at home is a safety risk for children 
and others who may take them.  Please continue to bring your  
unused medications into the practice or any chemist as we are only 

to happy to ensure they are disposed of safely . 
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More help for  
victims of bullying  

W a r w i c k s h i r e  C o u n t y  

Council has launched a new 

helpline in a bid to beat  

bullying.  

     The Family Information 

Service, working with  

Warwickshireôs Anti-bullying 

Partnership, has set up the 

new telephone support  

service for parents and  

carers who have concerns 

about bullying.  

     Parents worried that 

their child is being bullied or 

whose child has been  

accused of bullying can call 

the helpline to talk through 

their concerns with a trained 

member of staff.  

     They will be offered  

information and advice 

about how to deal with  

bullying issues and advised 

of the necessary steps they 

should take to resolve  

situations. For complex 

cases, helpline staff can  

refer callers to more  

specialist services where 

they can get any further 

support they may need as 

they  cannot  p rov ide  

counselling or argue the 

callerôs case on their behalf. 

     Warwickshire County 

Councillor, Izzi Seccombe, 

Portfolio Holder for Children, 

Young People and Families 

said:ñBullying can take 

many forms and its effects -  

which often impact on whole 

families -  are upsetting and 

can be long lasting.  

     ñThe new service has 

been set up to meet a need  

identified by Warwickshire 

parents. Our aim is to make 

it easier for them to find 

help and offer reassurance 

that there is somewhere 

they can go for dedicated 

support.ò 

     To support the launch of 

the helpline, the two  

services are also working 

together to produce a  

booklet entitled, óDealing 

with Bullyingô which will be 

crammed full of practical 

tips, in -depth advice and 

information on the subject. 

Advice includes how to tell if 

your child is being bullied, 

how to tackle and prevent 

different types of bullying, 

and what to do if you  

suspect your own child is 

doing the bullying.  

     The helpline number is 

0845 090 8044 or 01926 

742274 is open 9am ï 

5 : 3 0 p m  M o n d a y  t o  

Thursday and from 9am ï 

5pm on Fridays.  

     For more information on 

anti - bullying, call the 

h e l p l i n e ,  e m a i l 

fis@warwickshire.gov.uk or 

visit the anti - bullying  

website  

 www.warwickshire.gov.uk/

bullying.  

Shipston 
Churches Youth 
Project  

Following a busy summer, 
Shipston Joint Churches Youth 
Project has moved into its sixth 
year busier than ever!  

     The summer holidays 
started with Matt, our full time 
youth worker, providing a chill -
out space in a huge inflatable 

Church at the Wacky Wheelers 
Skate Competition. Then there 
was a week helping at a holiday 

club for 70+ children at St  
Edmunds church. He then was 
involved taking a group of 
young people from South  
Warwickshire away for a week 
to the Wirral where they played 

sports and games, went on 
trips, messed about at the 
beach and generally had a 
great holiday.  

     Now we are well into the 
new school term and life has 
slowly gotten back to normal. 

The project continues to  
support the excellent Outhouse 
youth club, with Matt working 
at the junior youth club for 
young people in school years 7 
& 8, with over 30 young people 
a t t end ing  o n  T hu r sday  

evenings. Each of the four 
Churches in the town runs 

something for young people on 
a Sunday morning. There are 
also mid -week clubs for young 
people who want to explore 

faith issues. We are fortunate 
enough to be regular visitors to 
Shipston High School, with Matt 
regularly taking his ever  
popular assemblies, as well as 
plenty of involvement in other 
areas of school life over the 

past few years.  
     New for this term, the  

project is supporting the new 
Young Carers club in Shipston, 
with Matt helping at the weekly 
club for young people who may 
be involved caring for a  

member of their family in some 
way.  
     We think the young people 
of Shipston are great and feel 
privileged to run or be involved 
with a few of the many superb 

groups and clubs for young 
people in the town.  

     For more info, contact Matt 
on 01608 661793.  

After 32 years, Margaret Smith 
will be retiring from her post as 
Enquiry Officer at Shipston  
Police Station.  

     Margaret has been the 
ñFront Lineò for many residents 
seeking assistance from the 
Police and will be sadly missed 
for the kind and friendly  

approach that she has brought 
to her demanding position.  



Whatõs On in & around Shipston  

SHIPSTON FORUM SHIPSTON FORUM ςς  November 2009November 2009ττPage 13Page 13  



SHIPSTON FORUM SHIPSTON FORUM ςς  November 2009November 2009ττPage 14Page 14  ²I!¢Ω{ hb²I!¢Ω{ hb  


