News from Stratford District Council

This month District Councillor Trevor Russel says the jury is out on controversial plans to
‘join” Shipston with Stratford, and reports on cosion over the future of SDC’s Area Office.

The ‘merger’: how it can work

The plan to ‘merge’ Shipston (and surrounding gdla) with Stratford under a new joint area
committee of the county and district councils hasvpked a strong reaction in the town. |
share the concerns, indeed opposed the propoSBIG Executive.

But with both councils now approving the plan, itlwo ahead — with the new committee
probably starting work in January.

| welcome a joint SDC-WCC committee: the two auites do need to work together.

It will mean a bigger pot of money to support locedanisations — and district councillors, for
the first time, will have a voice and vote on mettike roads and pavements, previously the
exclusive preserve of county members.

| also hope both councils will agree to devolveren®re powers and budgets to the new area
committees. Both need to decentralise more andrtetke decisions locally.

Nonetheless, there remain two major concerns aodrtainties about the new set-up.
One, the new committee will be remote, coveringigeharea with 40,000 residents.

Two, the biggest concern, councillors from Stratfemwn will outnumber councillors from
Shipston, Compton, Brailes and Tredington threevm Will they use their majority to give
preference to Stratford when allocating grantsaking other decisions?

That doesn’t have to happen. And it won't happethd Stratford councillors listen, get to
understand the challenges and issues we face i8tthe Valley, realise we need more, not
less support from SDC and WCC, and work for nofresjaur interests.

In opposing the new arrangements, | advocated reix eommittees, one covering Shipston
and its hinterland. That would have meant decislmgiag taken locally by councillors who
are close to and understand the local issues.

However, the decision to join us with Stratford teeen taken. We must and can make the
new arrangement work. Time will tell whether it il

Area office: what on earth is going on?

Residents expect councillors to get their facthtrighen they report back on matters of local
interest or importance — and usually we do. Butvid councillors give different information
on the same item, what and who do they believe?

Unintentionally, county councillor Chris Saint amdgave confusing reports to the town
council at the October meeting.



In his report, Chris said WCC and SDC had agreedpen one-stop shops in Stratford,
Southam and Alcester — but not in Shipston becawssaid, SDC was unwilling to support
one here. He quoted one of his Cabinet colleagsissayng that WCC was willing to discuss
the idea.

In my report, | confirmed the agreement on theghtew one-stop shops, but said that SDC
officers had told our Executive it was WCC who warailling to support one in Shipston. |
emphasised that SDC hadt ruled it out — indeed, Les Topham, the Leaderhefdouncil,
felt we should go back to the county and say weevpeepared to discuss the possibilities.

| don’t blame town councillors, and members of plblic present, for wondering which one
of us was right.

In truth, both of us were right — insofar as weartéed the information we were given by
officers at WCC and SDC respectively. But the infation was clearly contradictory, and
unhelpful to both Chris and me, and more importatttiresidents.

Where do we go from here? How do we untangle tbesed wires — clear up the confusion?
SDC'’s Executive is due to get a report on futurgams for Shipston area office. Closure will
certainly be one of them — with it replaced by abif@®bus and 24-hour kiosk offering e-
access to services.

But the comments by leading members of both couneN® lthanged things dramatically.
Two-three weeks ago, it was almost certainly a iore®f when the lights would be switched
off for the last time in the Telegraph Street adfitNow, the door has been opened on at least

the possibility of a new joint office in Shipston.

The next step is for the two councils to hold dgstons at the political level to explore if we
can reach an agreement in principle. Watch thasep

We can have confidence in our young people
With other councillors, district and county, | topkrt recently in political ‘speed dating’ with
a group of youngsters — including from Shipstonnd @ was an extremely challenging

experience.

Each young person had four minutes with each cdantd quiz us on any topic they wanted
to ask.

The youngsters, aged 11 to 17, threw rapid firestjoles — and expected quick, snappy
answers — on everything from affordable housingpléng, drugs, underage drinking,
transport, and activities for them to global warghand preventing war.

Both councillors and youngsters said afterwards howeh they appreciated the event. And
certainly we were impressed by their thoughtful #rm@lght-provoking questions.

I’'m convinced we’ve no need to worry about the fatdt’s in good hands — theirs.






