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Tactical Easter Invasion
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Just 37
3% DFN millimetres

Yes, it rained again and yes the
River Stour overflowed its
banks covering Mill Street Car
Park and flooding into the Mill
Hotel.

An enquiry made to the
Environment Agency confirmed
that at the Shipston Monitoring
Station the gauges showed

/IRFDO UHVLGHQWY DUH 3& logrDanP &ighteen hour

about the sudden arrival of a
group of Travellers at a site on
the corner of the Fosse Way
and Darlingscote Road and the
fact that they are converting
the site into housing for some
twenty families.

Despite it being a Bank
Holiday, it was ascertained that
a group of Travellers have
purchased the land and with
total disregard for any planning
requirements, have spent the
Easter weekend laying hard
standing, electricity and water.
It is obviously no
coincidence that this work was
undertaken during the holiday,
since it gives the local councils
little chance to take action to
stop this.

It is understood that
action will be taken after the
holiday weekend in an attempt
to halt the work.

A further report will appear

period, in excess of 30 mm of
rain fell. However, the rain was
spread over a wider geographic
area than the town which
meant that any rainfall up -
stream added to the river flow,
thereby causing the flooding.
Many residents believe the
answer lies in dredging the
Stour and clearing the arches
under the Mill Street Bridge.
Whilst this may or not be the
answer, we are at an impasse
with the Environment Agency
who repeatedly state that
dredging is not an
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After the July floods the
District Council were allocated
a sum of £620,000 by the
government towards costs
associated with damage
caused. £320,000 has already
been spent and, as reported by
Clir Trevor Russel at the March
Town Council a sum of £2000 is
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Silt and debris accumulating
at the site of work on
Honnington Bridge, down-
stream from Shipston.

Image taken by Clir Alan
Noyce on 18th March 2008

in the flood affected areas to
use as they see fit, with a
further £100,000 being
available for Councils to
apply for, for projects which
can address the issue of
flooding.

Perhaps a starting point
should be to apply for some of
the £100,000 to obtain expert
advice on the state of the river
and work that might be done to
relieve the situation and even
counter the report expected
from the consultants of the
Environment Agency,
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The lack of a major statue in

the centre of Shipston will be

one of the subjects to be
addressed at a consultative
meeting on 1st April, when the

broader subject of the
pedestrianisation of the High
Street will be on the agenda.

Dr Professor Rolf Piola
much respected German/Italian
conservationist £ will be visiting
Shipston to obtain an
understanding of the culture of
the community before
submitting his ideas for
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In a statement given
exclusively to the Forum, Prof
Piola said that he believes that
the statue should reflect great
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Examples of the type of
statue that might be considered
are the famous structure of
Murdoch, Watt and Boulton,
currently to be found in Broad
Street, Birmingham, or maybe
the Gower Memorial in
Stratford.

Pedestrianisation of the
High Street has been hotly
debated for many years.
Perhaps if such a statue is
erected in the centre of the
road = as with the Cenotaph in
Whitehall  + this will bring this
particular subject to the fore.

Doubtless there will be
comments from all sectors of
the local community.



