
SHIPSTON FORUMSHIPSTON FORUM 

The Community Newspaper for ShipstonThe Community Newspaper for Shipston--onon--StourStour                    

Vol 2 Edition 5                                                        May 2008Vol 2 Edition 5                                                        May 2008 

Shipston in Bloom are aiming 

for an eighth success in the 
Heart of England in Bloom  
competition this year and need 

the help and support of the 
whole community to try to  
exceed their best ever Silver 
Gilt Award, which in itself is 
very prestigious.  
     The town entry will be 
judged by an expert panel who 

will visit Shipston in July, on a 
date yet to be determined ï 

during which time they will 
make an extensive tour to see 
just how the residents and 
business go about using floral 

decoration to enhance the  
environment both for residents 
and visitors.  
     Shipston in Bloom, with the 
able assistance of the town 
gardeners and hard working 
volunteers, do a tremendous 

job to improve the look and 

feel of the town, but for an 
event as prestigious as Heart of 
England in Bloom, they need 
YOUR help.  
     On Page 11 of this issue of 
the Forum you can see how to 

get involved, so, ñCome on 
Shipston ï letôs give the judges 
a truly enjoyable experience 
and letôs all be proud as we 
achieve our best result yet in 
this important competition.   

Shipston Goes for Gold  

To find out how you can 

help Shipston Bloom in this 

competition, please contact 

Fay Ivens on 01608 662133  

Annual Town Meeting  

Flooding ðRoom for Cautious Optimism?  

It is good, for a change, to be able to report optimistically on the 

subject of the flooding and its aftermath.  
     In a report prepared for John Maples, MP in January 2008, the 
Environment Agency stated:  

     ñPre-feasibility work has started within the last week to identify 
whether an economically, technically and environmentally justifiable 
scheme can be put forward (for Shipston -on-Stour).  
     In a further, more recent report  the Agency states:  
     ñAlthough the feasibility study for Shipston is not fully complete, 
early indications are that flooding starts to occur from some low 
points along the river before the bridge capacity is reached. Benefit 

assessments are being completed and we anticipate being able to 
know the viability of a scheme this summer. As an interim measure, 

although we do not believe it to be the major cause of the flooding, 
we are intending to undertake some local work around the bridge, 
as part of our 2008/9 maintenance programme, to increase  
capacity and thereby reduce future risk to some extentò. 

     As the headline says, there may be room for cautious optimism 
but certainly not for complacency.  

Following the arrival of the 
gypsy encampment over the 
Easter weekend, it was obvious 

that there would be one subject 

which would dominate the  
Annual Town Meeting.  
     Revisiting the minutes of 
the 2007 meeting, the question 
was asked as to what progress, 
if any, had taken place regard-
ing the conversion of Old Road 

into a one -way. Cllr Councillor 
Chris Saint confirmed that this 
matter had been reviewed by 
the County Council who had felt 

this not to be viable, however, 
he agreed to ask the officers to 

look at this again.  
     The topics of parking in 
both the Market Square and 
adjacent to Stour Court were 
discussed and again it was 
agreed that these issues would 
be taken up with the County.  

Presenting the Annual Report of 
the Town Council, the Mayor, 
Cllr Alan Noyce, reflected on a 

number of issues that had  

focussed the attention of the 
Council.  
     Cllr Noyce reported on the 
intransigence on the part of the 
Environment Agency, the fact 
that a thorough review of the 
allotments had taken place, 

thus reducing the waiting list 
for allotments from 48 by half 
and, of course, referred to the 
death of the former Town 

Clerk, David Addeley.  
     On behalf of the District 

Council  Trevor Russel con-
gratulated the Town Council for 
the completion of the Town 
Plan, which has now been 
adopted and spoke of the sup-
port that the District are pro-
viding through the ñVision for 

the Stourò and the Start Up 
Business Centre.  
     For the County Council, Cllr 

Chris Saint acknowledged that 
he ñwas not proudò of the  
response by the County to the 
flooding, but believed that the 

problems have not been forgot-
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From the Editor  
With so much news and  
comment to report in this 
monthôs Forum, it is difficult to 
know where to begin this  

editorial.  
     The lack of candidates for 
the Town Council election is 
obviously a matter of sadness 
and concern, particularly as the 
Town seeks to start work on 
implementing the actions of 

the Town Plan, where a great 
deal of help is required.  
     2008 also sees the first 
ñopen declarationò by a  
candidate for the Council as 
being of a political party. 

Whilst no -one argues the right 
of an individual to declare 
themselves as such, it does 
pose a question as to whether 
there is a place for ñparty  
politicsò at local government 

level.  

     This same question might 
also be asked of the District 
and County Council. Surely the 
role of all locally elected  
members is to represent the 
needs and views of the  
community that they serve and 

not to be tied to a ñpolitical  
doctrineò. If this is what people 
aspire to then they should don 
a rosette ðblue, orange or 

redðand seek election to  
Parliament.  

     In the same vein, on the 
subject of the One -Stop -Shop 
(see Page 3), local resident 
James Law questioned Cllr 
Trevor Russel over who  
actually makes the decisions 
that effect us, stating his view 

that we elect members to  
represent us and not the  
officers who serve them. All to 

often we hear of decisions  
being taken by council officers, 
which could be described as a 
breach of the democratic  

process.  
     Food for thought!  
 

Bob Tolley  

Editor  
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Council News In Brief  

The Mayor, Cllr Alan Noyce , opened the April meeting of Shipston -
on-Stour Town Council by welcoming all those present and  
commenting upon the sad fact that so many experienced councillors 
have decided not to seek re -election in May. On behalf of the town, 

the Mayor expressed the gratitude to those councillors for the hard 
work and contribution that they have made during their terms of 
office.  
     A number of councillors then commented on issues of a general 
nature which were not specifically included in the meeting agenda.  
     Cllr Mrs Jane Evans reported that she had spoken with the 

Chairman of the Royal British Legion on the subject of what support 

might be offered to local military personnel returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The Legion had reported that they were unaware of 
any local service personnel engaged in these conflicts.  
     Cllr Mrs Evans also asked whether is would be useful for  
residents to be reminded, through the Forum, that elected  
members of the Town Council receive no remuneration for their 

time and service.  
     Cllr Stephen Gray commented on his disappointment that the 
Annual Report given by the Mayor at the Annual Town Meeting  
appeared to lack substantial content and that the financial  
information was incomplete. He also expressed concern that the 

meeting was ñovertakenò by the subject of the gypsy encampment 
in Darlingscote Road.  

     On the matter of the financial information, the Acting Town 
Clerk reminded the Council that they would review the annual  
accounts at this meeting and it would have been premature to have 
distributed this information to the public before the accounts are 
approved.  
     Cllr Mrs Angela Noyce spoke of the damage caused in the 
Sensory Garden, allegedly by children, adding that it is impractical 

to secure this facility, but this will be reviewed.  
     Cllr Richard Taylor reported on a meeting with the  
Warwickshire County Highways Department in which a new policy 

concerning work on all roads in the county has been implemented 
and must be adhered to by the Town Council.  
     Cllr Ian Cooper reported that Stour United Businesses have 

expressed an interest in reviving a Farmersô Market in  
Shipston. Cllr Keith Rutter reminded the Council that the reason 
why the former Farmersô Market had closed was because the  
licensee found it to be uneconomical. At a later part of the meeting, 
Councillor Trevor Russel confirmed that  Stratford District  
Council would most likely support the idea of the market being  
re -established. Cllr Cooper agreed to submit detailed proposals 

from Stour United Businesses for consideration by the Council.  
     On the subject of the proposed ECO Town (see Page 4 of this 

edition) Cllr Russel advised the Town Council that this matter is 
shortly to be debated by the District Council but, without seeking to 
pre -empt the outcome of that debate, he said that he believed the 
District Council are ñopposed in principalò to the idea of the  
development at Long Marston.  

     Finally, the Mayor advised members that the work force at the 
Norgren factory has now been reduced to a skeleton  staff of just 
fifteen employees whose jobs will end once the final work being  
undertaken by the company is completed.  

http://www.shipstononline.org
mailto:forum@shipstononline.org
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Civic Service  

Shipston, whilst a town in 
terms of its population, is often 
referred to as a ñvillageò and 
yet it is sad that much of the 

feel of a village community has 
been lost.  
     Out of the whole population 
of the town, only around sixty 
residents took the time to  
attend the annual Civic Service, 
which is equally sad.  

     Those who joined the Mayor 
and Mayoress, Cllrs Alan and 
Angela Noyce and the mayors 
of other towns and villages in 
South Warwickshire who  

graciously attended the event, 

heard the Rector of Shipston, 
Rev David Thurburn - Huelin 
speak of the challenges with 
which the town has been faced 
in the year past and the way 
that the Council, under the 
stewardship of the mayor had 

set about dealing with the  
adversities, such as the  
flooding and how rising to such 
challenges had re - instilled a 
feeling of togetherness  

     Speaking to the Forum after 
the service, Alan Noyce said, 

ñShipston is a fine townða 
town of which we should  
always be proud. The Civic  
Service is just one of the ways 
that we can outwardly  
demonstrate the strengths ð

and in some cases the weak-
nesses in our community. 
Whilst the day was successful, 
it would have been even more 

so had a greater number of 
residents taken the time to be 
present.ò 

Alan and Angela Noyce and 
David Thurburn -Huelin in the 
Shipston sunshine.  

June Resolution on  

One-Stop -Shop  

It will now be June before any 
decisions are made with regard 
to the siting of a ñOne-Stop -
Shopò in Shipston, if the  

confusion between the County 
and District Councils is to be 
correctly interpreted.  
     In his presentation to the 
April meeting of the Town 

Council, District Councillor 
Trevor Russel, reported on an 

inconclusive meeting between 
members and officers of the 
District and County Councils, 
saying that whilst the District 
Council accept the need for a 
ñface-to -faceò presence in the 

town, the District officers are 
still working on a report stating 
the options.  
     Later at the same meeting, 

County Councillor Chris Saint 
gave a somewhat more  
detailed appraisal of the  

situation saying that the whole 
matter has now been taken 
over by Directors of the  
Councils, following less than 
acceptable delays caused by 
more junior employees.  
     Cllr Saint said that he was 

both personally disappointed 
that this issue is taking so long 

to resolve and by the fact that 
the officers of the two councils 
appear to have different views 
on the matter. He continued by 

saying that the District Council 
must accept the offer from the 
County Council to undertake an 
audit of joint services in order 
to ensure that there is a strong 
b u s i n e s s  c a s e  f o r  
establishing this facility in  

Shipston.  
     During questions to Cllr 

R u s s e l ,  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  
presentation, local resident, 
James Law, expressed aston-
ishment that it appears that it 
is the officers of the council 

who appear to be taking  
decisions, reminding Cllr Rus-
sell that it is the council mem-
bers that are elected to repre-
sent and support their commu-
nities and that the officersô role 

is as servants to  those mem-

bers. Cllr Russel explained that 
ultimately the decision to  
proceed, or not, would be a 
ñpolitical decisionò made by the 
two councils.  

Continued Confusion 

over  Funding of  
Gateway Signs and the 

Village Funds  

In his report to Shipston Town 
Council in March, County  
C o u n c i l l o r  C h r i s  S a i n t  
distributed an analysis of the 

way that the Section 106 funds 
in relation to the development 
of the Village Development had 
been and is being used.  
     The final line on this  
schedule clearly states that 
£6000 was used towards the 

cost of the Gateway Signs at 
two entrances to the town.  
     In their report to the Town 
Council in 2007, Stratford  
District Council clearly stated 
that the cost of the two signs 

was £8202.00, to which the 
Town Council has contributed 
£1000.00.  
     In the minutes of Stour 
Power dated 14th March 2007 
it is further stated that a grant 
under the ñSafer Routes to 

Schoolsò programme had been 
successfully applied for with the 
result that £6000.00 would be 
used towards the cost of the 
signs.  

     The mathematics are there 
for anyone to see ðincome 

£13,000 .00;  expendi ture 
£8202.00; so where is the 
£4792.00 left after the bills 
have been paid?  
     In his report on the ñOne 
Stop Shopò, Cllr Chris Saint 

commented on the ñless than 
acceptableò professionalism of 
council officers in dealing with 
matters that affect our daily 

lives. It is obvious that once 
again Shipston could be denied 
the benefit of funds that are 

specifically allocated for the 
town.  
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At the invitation of Town 
Mayor, Alan Noyce, Clive Moy 
and Myles Pollock attended the 
council meeting in April, to give 

details of the protest group, 
formed to fight the government 
initiative to located one of the 
Eco Towns on the former Long 
Marston military base, on the 
outskirts of Stratford.  

     Long Marston is one of ten 

potential locations for these 
new ñsuper townsò having been 
selected by the government for 
inclusion on a short list of ten.  
     BARDðan acronym for  
Better Accessible Responsible 

Development has national  
appeal, and will allow the group 
to campaign against any  
irresponsible development on 
the Long Marston Site, not 

l e a s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
d e v a s t a t i n g  i mp a c t  o n  

Stratford -upon -Avon and its 
surrounding areas.  
     Whilst the effect on  
S h i p s t o n ,  i t s e l f ,  i s  
unquantifiable, there are  
obvious areas for concern.  
     The potential increase in 

population brought about by 
the proposed 6,000 new homes 
will obviously put greater strain 

on the resources of Stratford 
District Council which, of 
course, is funded from the 

Council Taxes collected across 
the District.  
     In the April Forum we  
reported on the fact that  
Shipston High School is already 
unable to accommodate the 
number of pupils seeking 

places, meaning that Stratford 
would be a natural overflow, 

but if the similar situation  
exists from the influx of people 
in the new town, how will this 
affect our children.  
     Then there is the matter of 

transport and road congestion. 
Just because people are living 
in the new town does not mean 
that they will stay there and 
being on the popular route to 
the south, one wonders how 

increased traffic might affect 

Shipston.  
     This is obviously an issue 
that Shipston should monitor 
c l o se l y  a s  g o v e r nm e nt  
consultation continues.  

Annual Town Meeting  
(continued from FrontPage)  

     Cllr Saint also mentioned that he had met with Sir John Harman, 
Chief Executive of the Environment Agency and had stressed the 
case for flood prevention at the local level. He reported that a 
budget of half a million pounds to be spent on highway drainage to 

be monitored by Severn Trent Water has been allocated..  
   As might have been expected, the most contentious issue which 
then took over the meting was the arrival of the gypsies in  
Darlingscote Road..  
     Speaking for Stratford District Council, Cllr Trevor Russel  
explained the legality of the situation, saying that the Council are in 

the process of seeking legal advice as to the correct steps needed 

to move the gypsies from the site, albeit it is accepted that they 
legally own the land.  
     Speaking for the gypsies, themselves, Tom Brazil explained that 
they had been seeking assistance in finding a suitable site from 
Stratford District Council and Warwickshire County Council for over 
seven years, this being a responsibility that the Council is required 

to address by law. It having become obvious that the Councils were 
not acting on their behalf, they had taken the matter into their own 
hands and purchased the land.  
     Mr Brazil continued, ñWe need education for our children; we are 
entitled to a stable life, just like anyone else.ò 

     There followed a lively debate amongst members of the  
audience including concerns ranging from the effect on school 

places to the ñreputationò that gypsies have a trouble makers. 
     Whilst it was obvious that the meeting could not resolve any of 
the issues, it was good that it gave residents the opportunity to  
discuss this matter openly.  

Mayor Road ðConfusion 

Prevailed  

At the April meeting of the 
Town Council, Councillors -Elect 

Mrs Jane Pearce and Dot  
Courtney sought to raise the 

issue of the Mayo Road land 
occupied by the Rugby Club 
and Nursery.  
     The Mayor ruled that this 
was not a matter that could be  
discussed at the Council  
Meeting doe to the fact that it 

is a matter for the Trustees of 
the land, who, whilst being 
town councillors, acted in an 

independent role with the 
Trust.  
     After the Council meeting,  

Angela Noyce who informed the 
Forum that it had taken some 
considerable time to finalise the 
situation regarding the land 
and it had been necessary to 
seek advice from the Charity 
C o m m i s s i o n .  

     This work has now been 
completed and a meeting of the 

Trustees is planned for Monday 
21st April, after which there 
would be a full statement, 
which will be included in the 
June Forum  

B e t t e r  W e l c o m e 

Award Update  

Julia Aratoon of Stratford  

District Council attended the 
April meeting of the Council to 
report on the progress of the 

£25,000 grant for the Better 
Welcome Tourism Award.  
     Julia advised that the  
favoured scheme is an  
electronic visitor information 
kiosk to be sited in the town 
centre, with a projected cost of 

£45,000. The Town Council 
have already agreed to match 
the award with a sum of £5000 

and the balance is expected to 
be found from other funding 
sources.  

     The  s tumbl ing  b lock  
appears to be as to who will 
u n d e r t a k e  t h e  a c t u a l  
development and management 
of the project, a role which will 
include assisting with both the 
technical aspect and, in effect, 

selling ñadvertising spaceò to 
local traders to fund the  

on-going costs once the initial 
funding has been exhausted.  
     Julia agreed that a full  
business plan will be provided 
to the Council.  




