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Stour Work Attracts TV Coverage

At the time of the Forum going
to press, work by the
Environment Agency to de
the area around the Mill Street
Bridge was continuing apace.
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The
maintenance programme has
been to pollard the trees and
clear bushes from along the
banks of the river, downstream
from the bridge, to ensure that

first phase of the

the possibility of future
obstructions in minimised.

The second phase has been
to remove the silt from the
Brailes side of the bridge,
taking the level down to 100
millimetres from the normal
summer height of the river, so
as to preserve a small flood
plain to accommodate future
high water levels.

To watch this story go to

-silt

By the time that the
de-silting has been completed,
in excess of 500 tons of silt and
debris will have been removed,
this having accumulated since
the bridge was last de -silted,
some ten years ago.

Such has been the interest
in this project that a team from

BBC television came to
Shipston to film the work in
progress and to interview
Mr Pete Coxhill of the

Environment Agency, with the
intention of inserting the story
in Midlands Today.

During his interview, Mr
Coxhill emphasised that this is
very much a maintenance
based project and that it is part
of a broader investigation of
the needs of Shipston and the
River Stour.

A full report on the broader
subject will be included in the
October issue of the Forum.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/7573400.stm

The likelihood of the Stratford

District Council Area Office in
Telegraph Street, becoming the

ifiOne Stop Shopo
and other services came one
step closer this month.
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CliIrs Chris Saint and Richard
Cheney both reported on a
joint meeting of their County
and District Councils, where it
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Working Groups Report
to Full Council

The meeting of Shipston Town
Council on Monday 11th August
was the first opportunity for the
leaders of the newly constituted
Working Groups to report on
their activities.

For the Staffing Group , Clir
Paul Rathkey reported that at
the first meeting it was decided
that the full range of Human
Resources Procedures,
including job descriptions,
contracts of employment, and
grievance procedures should be
updated and that this would be
the priority for the coming
meetings.

Cllr lan Cooper, leader of
the Finance Group advised
colleagues that the terms of
reference for the Group have
now been broadly agreed and
that the next stage is to
present the finance policy to
the full council for verification.

Deputy Mayor, Clir Angela
Noyce who leads the General
Purposes Group , detailed the
initial work undertaken by the
members with regard to the
allotments, play areas, sports
fields and the cemetery and
lodge, whilst Clir Simon Welch
reported on the initial work
being undertaken by the
Emergency Planning Group
raising the issue that it seems
somewhat inadequate that

those of the Environment
Agency appear to be
undertaken without reference
to the Town Council.

Clir Mrs Alison Henderson

was agreed to est alelpliisel taat fine o i Planning
servicing facilit woup hatl get todrheeto The
include other organisations, Town Clerk suggested that the

which will hopefully be up and
running by April 2009.

Final details and budgets
are still being discussed but it
is expected that the viability of
this facility wily fe, assessed
over a three -year period, once
the fishopo is

implementation of the online
planning process by Stratford
District Council, will have an
effect on the way that planning
applications are dealt with by
the Town Council and will
require faster consideration

0 p e n eiithn was previously possible.
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/7573400.stm
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From the Editor Council News In Brief
The meeting of Shipston Town Council took place on Monday 11th

After what has seemed like a August and during the general discussion session a number of inter-
very quiet start to the new esting issues were raised by the members.
council year and activities in an Clir Karl Peacock asked if there were plans to resurrect the
around Shipston, it is good to Shipston Carnival, to which the Deputy Mayor, Clir Mrs Angela
see t hat t he N&yde I répliedthat she has asked for this to be put on the meeting
Hi bernationdo is o0V egenda for September. Clir Peacock also spoke of the initial

It was good to receive a thoughts to resurrect a market in Shipston, saying that this is likely
press release from the to be a contentious matter and that he felt that an open meeting
Environment Agency should be called to discuss this. He also reported that Stour United
announcing the maintenance Businesses are planning a Business Fair to take place in the
work being carries out on the autumn
Stour. This is obviously only Clir Mrs Jackie Warner raised the issue of dog fouling,
the beginning, but it does reporting that she had seen a resident blatantly ignore the rule to
demonstrate how, if the Council pick up dog mess caused by her pet. Cllr Warner asked whether an
and Community work together, additional bin for the disposal of dog mess could be positioned
results can be achieved. bet ween Tilemands Lane and Telegraph St

In addition to the Working notices regarding the removal of mess could be displayed. The
Groups set up by the Council, Mayor, ClIir Alan Noyce  suggested that if councillor should witness
there are a number of similar members of the public not clearing up after their dogs, they, the
groups who are tasked to bring councillors, should ask that this be done.
the Shipston Town Plan to Clir Mrs Dot Courtney reported on the Annual General Meeting
reality. As noted before, this is of the Townsend Hall Trust that she had attended on behalf of the
again an area where the Council and with whom she has agreed to act in a liaison capacity.
involvement by the community Clir Mrs Jane Pearce  , as a member of the General Purposes
is essential and perhaps the Working Group, commented on the excellent work being provided
successes in persuading the by the town gardeners and the state of the town in general.
Environment Agency to include Clir Simon Welch questioned whether it might be a good idea
Shipston in their thinking to include a photograph of all the councillors in the next issue of the
should be seen as a catalyst for Forum and this was agreed.
the substantial amount of work Cllr lan Cooper reported that a meeting is scheduled to take
that needs to be undertaken to place on 20th August at the George Hotel where hopefully the
make Shipston a better place to results of the Better Welcome award will be announced.
live and work in 8 and to be
proud of.

Debate over the rights and
wrongs of the Eco Town in
AMi ddl e Quintonbo rumbl es on.
There has been little comment,
for or against, in Shipston,
although there are issues that
will effect us.

If you have a view to share,
| would love to hear from you
and publish your thoughts in
the Letters Page.

Bob Tolley

We would like to apologise

for the inconvenience
caused by the miss -print of
the telephone number for

the Shipston -on - Stour
Educational Charity, which
should have read 01608
664065 and not 045
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